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BJP’s Ritu Tawde
becomes Mumbai’s
8th woman Mayor

MUMBAI

Bharatiya Janata Party’s
(BJP) Ritu Tawde took
charge as the Mayor of
Mumbai on Wednesday,
with Sanjay Ghadi of the
Shiv Sena as her deputy, in
the presence of Maharash-
tra Chief Minister Deven-
dra Fadnavis and Deputy
Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde at the Brihanmum-
bai Municipal Corporation
(BMC) headquarters. Ms.
Tawde is the city’s eighth
woman Mayor.

It was a smooth sailing
for the BJP, which saw its
corporator as the Mayor of
the country’s richest muni-
cipal corporation for the
first time in 44 years.

Ms. Tawade, who be-
came the 78th Mayor of-
Mumbai, said, “We are de-
termined to implement
effective schemes for wo-
men empowerment, em-
ployment opportunities
for youth, care for senior
citizens and for the poor
and needy. Digital systems
and Al will be used to pro-
vide corruption-free admi-

Ritu Tawde

nistration. I would like to
assure you that service will
be given more importance
than politics.” Her appoint-
ment as Mayor also breaks
the 25-years-old rule of un-
divided Shiv Sena.

In the elections held on
January 15 after four years,
the BJP emerged as the sin-
gle largest party with 89
corporators elected, while
the Shiv Sena (Eknath
Shinde faction) won 29
seats, both together cross-
ing the majority figure of
114 in the 227-member BMC
house.

Following the results,
the reservation lottery was
drawn in which the Mum-
bai Mayor seat was re-
served for woman.

BJP’s Ritu Tawde becomes Mumbai’s
8th woman Mayor

YTSTUT 1 Bg dias Has &1 84l Afgar
H%’rﬁ'\’a'—ﬁm E

o Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)’s Ritu
Tawde took charge as the Mayor of Mumbai on
Wednesday, with Sanjay Ghadi of the Shiv Sena
as her deputy, in the presence of Maharashtra
Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis and Deputy
Chief Minister Eknath Shinde at the
Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC)
headquarters.

YR Sa1 Urél (BJP) & g ATdS o UIR &I
@éﬁ%@v%mﬁuﬁmﬁw 395 1Y
ﬁm@'—n & T UTS1 JUHGUR &, T8 HRIHH
HERTY & JEIHA! 3% weurd 3k U
THTY i B U & ggjas HeTRUTI®T
(BMC) TBATeg H gl
. Ms. Tawde is the city’s eighth woman
Mayor.
g4t ATaS TR B 3T AfgHAT HBTUR B
o It was smooth sailing for the BJP, which saw
its corporator as the Mayor of the country’s richest
municipal corporation for the first time in 44 years.

g HTSTUT & foru S Sfid 381, fo 5 44 qut &
gl IR X & & ¢+ TR e F 3y urdig Y
HRTOR & 2G|

. Ms. Tawade, who became the 78th Mayor
of Mumbai, said, “We are determined to
implement effective schemes for women
empowerment, employment opportunities for
youth, care for senior citizens and for the poor

and needy. Digital systems and Al will be used to provide corruption-free administration. |
would like to assure you that service will be given more importance than politics.”

Hag Ft 78 HRTAR o Yol A1GS A Fal, “g0 Aiean ARIieaB T, gare & g AR &
AR, ARG ARSI 71 TS R FTEdHG! B G@H & [T THTA TS AT HA &
e ufdes €1 YSER-Tad URmaE 34 & fo fSRred e 3w wans &1 suan fesar s
T TR AT BT A8 g o Iomifal & 31fiie a1 &1 Hed fear smem |

e Her appointment as Mayor also breaks the 25-years-old rule of undivided Shiv Sena.

HETUR & U H @1 Mgfad sifaurfora Rrad=r & 25 af R 2= &1 oft Iame St gl

¢ Inthe elections held on January 15 after four years, the BJP emerged as the single largest
party with 89 corporators elected, while the Shiv Sena (Eknath Shinde faction) won 29
seats, both together crossing the maijority figure of 114 in the 227-member BMC house.

IR quf 91 15 TG BT §U

TATE! § YTSTUT 89 UTHE! & 1Y &Y 981 Uref §ahr I, STafds

Radr (T R ) 7 20 We S, s 3T A e 227 Gewita BMC WA T 114 &
A & 3ide B UR AT
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Following the results, the reservation lottery was drawn in which the Mumbai Mayor seat was
reserved for women.

aRUTH & F1G SRET Tledt aTel TS, T as WgTuR ug &1 Afgen & o siRfér fovan

Glimpse of a new Uttar
Pradesh, says Chief Minister
for 9.12-lakh-crore Budget

Ma Kumar
LUCKNOW

The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment on Wednesday pre-
sented an over a ¥9.12-lakh-
crore Budget for 2026-27 in
the Assembly, with major
allocations set aside for
education,  agriculture,
health, and infrastructure.

Chief Minister Yogi Adi-
tyanath said the Budget
will prove to be a milestone
in building a developed Ut-
tar Pradesh.

U.P. Finance Minister Suresh Kumar Khanna presentmg the budget
in the Assembly on Wednesday. SANDEEP SAXENA

development. “This is the

medical, health and family

“The Budget is a vivid  biggest ever Budget for UP.  welfare, while an amount
glimpse of the new Uttar The Budget size is almost  of 500 crore has been ap-
Pradesh. This Budget will  12.9% higher than the pre-  proved for the Chief Minis-
provide new impetus to  vious Budget. Our focusis ter Jan Arogya Yojana.
the State towards fulfil- on the overall develop- The Budget failed to en-

ment of public aspirations,
employment generation,
expansion of investment,
and welfare of farmers,” he
said, adding that the bud-
get is a part of a “larger vi-
sion of establishing the
State as a $!-trillion econo-
my by the year 2029-30”.
Presenting the Budget,
Finance Minister Suresh

ment of each sector,” he
said.

Of the total Budget pre-
sented, 19.5% was set aside
for capital expenditure,
aimed at giving new mo-
mentum to infrastructure,
industrial development,
roads, energy, and urban
and rural infrastructure;
and 12.4% for education,

thuse the Opposition par-
ties. Stating that this is a
“farewell Budget” for the
BJP government, Samajwa-
di Party (SP) president Ak-
hilesh Yadav said, “The BJP
has forgotten the promises
made to the people. It is
misleading the public with
figures and propaganda.
There is nothing in the

Kumar Khanna said the al- 9% and 6% for agriculture  budget for the poor, the
locations reflect the eco- and health respectively. farmers, and the youth.”

nomic strength of the State He alleged that the go-
and present a “clear road  ‘Farewell Budget’ vernment has not been

map” for long-term fiscal
stability and sustainable

A provision of 37,956
crore has been made for

able to spend even 50% of
the Budget for 2025-26.

RN

Glimpse of a new Uttar Pradesh, says Chief Minister for ¥9.12-lakh-crore
Budget

%9.12 TG PRIS & doic P U IR WS B AP TdTd GBI

The Uttar Pradesh government on Wednesday presented an over ¥9.12-lakh crore Budget
for 2026-27 in the Assembly, with major allocations set aside for education, agriculture,
health, and infrastructure.

IR SR WER - JUAR B! fGumauT & 2026-27 & 1T 29.12 a9 H$ | 34w &7 i
TR o, fore e, $fY, TR 3R SraiveT & e v sde fRuffea fag me g
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath said the Budget will prove to be a milestone in building a
developed Uttar Pradesh.
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“The Budget is a vivid glimpse of the new Uttar Pradesh. This Budget will provide new
impetus to the State towards fulfilment of public aspirations, employment generation,
expansion of investment, and welfare of farmers,” he said, adding that the budget is a part of
a “larger vision of establishing the State as a $1-trillion economy by the year 2029-30".
“Tg FoIc U IR U B Yolld A § | T8 Fole o-3Mahiensft Bt gff, AR gor, fFawr &
IR iR foram & T o1 femn 7 Isg &1 78 fd 3,7 IBH Hel, 3R Siel & I8 svic
IY 2029-30 T T BT $1 feferae srferawar 991 & “gge =BHIr &1 R= 7|

Presenting the Budget, Finance Minister Suresh Kumar Khanna said the allocations reflect
the economic strength of the State and present a “clear road map” for long-term fiscal stability
and sustaingg?er devi%l%p;}%ntﬁim 5 I 8 oo W &
gofc Udd Y PHR AT H el ST g

Zfd & 3R idap1iere foxita fRRar aur vad faswr & forg «<wy I8y Ud a3d ¢ |

“This is the biggest ever Budget for U.P. The Budget size is almost 12.9% higher than the
previous Budget. Our focus is on the overall development of each sector,” he said.

g ITR TS PT 3T TP BT I I81 Ioic §| Toic BT PR D Toic  TTHT 12.9%
P B | TART &0 TS & F IHY A W 7,” 351 HgT

Of the total Budget presented, 19.5% was set aside for capital expenditure, aimed at giving
new momentum to infrastructure, industrial development, roads, energy, and urban and rural
infrastructure; and 12.4% for education, 9% and 6% for agriculture and health
respectively.

TR $d goc J 9 19.5% YoiiiTd & & fore M fovam mam, et Sexa s/awiRaT,

e [Gp, TS, Soil duT e 3R AT SERTT I 7S Tid 31 ;U 12.4% FR&
¥ g, SR HH: 9% 3R 6% PV 3R WA & forg Faffva farar ma)

‘Farewell Budget’

faers seie

A provision of ¥37,956 crore has been made for medical, health and family welfare, while an
amount of ¥500 crore has been approved for the Chief Minister Jan Arogya Yojana.

fafere, Trea iR uRaR FHem & o 37,956 RIS &1 UIayT fosar 741 ], Safe gt
S 3R G & foT 2500 BRI B Wipla <1 78 B

The Budget failed to enthuse the Opposition parties.

Ig gore fquel gal o1 Sfed e 1 fawd a7

Stating that this is a “farewell Budget” for the BJP government, Samajwadi Party (SP)
president Akhilesh Yadav said, “The BJP has forgotten the promises made to the people. It
is misleading the public with figures and propaganda. There is nothing in the budget for the
poor, the farmers, and the youth.”

Ig Hgd gU P T8 HToIUT ISR & oy “faers aoie 8, guTerard! urdf (sp) sreaes sifaas
YTed = Hgl, “HToTT = ST I faT 7T 16l B Yo far g1 98 siiws! 3R TR & A1y F ST
W TFRTE R I T i B TRIe, frar oiR garsit & g po s At 21

He alleged that the government has not been able to spend even 50% of the Budget for
2025-26.

I5I- SRIY AT foh WRBR 2025-26 F FoTe BT 50% W @ 76 = U
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The ne imposed on Telegram by a Russian court

The fine imposed on ==t argrerd gRT Telegram TR TIAT 4T AT

Telegram by a
Russian court . 11 in a million roubles. A Russian court has fined the
REE—_

Telegram messaging app around 11 million roubles
Al ) ($142,210.73) for refusing to remove banned content which the
in million roubles. A Russian court
ll has fined the Telegram messaging
app around 11 million roubles

authorities regard as extremist.
($142,210.73) for refusing to remove

11 frfera = ad 1 T = 3eTad A Telegram AARHAT g R
T B, i

banned content which the authorities
regard as extremist. The state communi-
cations watchdog said that Telegram
would face further restrictions. reuTers °

Know your
English

S. Upendran

What is the meaning and origin of the
expression “red carpet welcome?”
(Prof. C. Venkataramaiah, Tirupati,
Andhra Pradesh)

When you are given a “red carpet
welcome” or the “red carpet treatment”,
you are given special treatment on your
arrival at some place. You are treated as a
guest of honour. As the expression
suggests, a thick red carpet is usually
rolled out when someone who is
considered important visits a place.

When Nelson Mandela visited India, he
was given a red carpet welcome. The
famous film star was rather disappointed
that he wasn't given the red carpet
treatment. I was quite surprised that they
gave me a red carpet welcome.

The question is, why a red carpet and
not a carpet of a different colour? In the
old days, the colour red was always
associated with honour. Important people
wore red robes. For example, the robe
that a king wore was always red. The
colour red was also associated with
magic; fairies were always shown wearing
red caps. This sense of red meaning
something important is retained in the
expression “red letter day”. People often
refer to important or special days as “red
letter days”.

Preethi says that 21 October is a red
letter day because that’s the day she
arrived in America.

Scholars claim that it was during the
French Revolution that red began to
acquire a negative meaning. The people
who killed all the nobles during the
revolution called themselves “red
republicans”. Nowadays of course
communists are referred to as “reds”.

A B

U 11 TAferaeT &aa ($142,210.73) 1AM
I Ufaa i Al g ¥ SeR o, for siftieRT arAdd

The state communications watchdog said that Telegram

would face further restrictions.

I FER FAART UTRISBRUT 3 H871 P Telegram &1 31 3R Ufdael} o7 JrHT 631 US|

What is the difference in meaning
between “stationary” and
“stationery”? (Ankit R. Vyas,
Chennai)

When an object remains “stationary”, it
does not move, it stands still.

The train remained stationary for
several hours. The truck hit a stationary
car. How did Promod manage to run into
a stationary bus?

“Stationery”, on the other hand, refers
to items usually associated with writing —
pen, pencil, paper, etc. The secretary
informed me that we had run out of
stationery.

Could you tell me where the nearest
stationery shop is?

Both “stationery” and “stationary” are
pronounced the same way. The first two
syllables are pronounced like the word
“station”. The “e” and “a” in the suffix
“ery” and “ary” are pronounced like the
“a” in “China”. The main stress is on the
first syllable “sta”.

What are goose pimples? (Santhana
Krishnan, Vellore, Tamil Nadu)

The pimples that a teenaged goose gets
are called goose pimples! Just joking! Do
you remember the last time you got
terribly scared about something? Usually
when someone gets scared, the hairs on
their skin stand up and the skin begins to
develop small bumps. In fact, the skin
begins to look like it is covered by a series
of dots. These bumps that you get when
you feel scared, excited or cold are called
goose pimples. They are also called
“soose flesh” and “goose bumps”.

Published in The Hindu on July 27, 1999.

Know your English

. What is the meaning and origin of the
expression “red carpet welcome?” (Prof. C.
Venkataramaiah, Tirupati, Andhra Pradesh)

VS FIde daHH” A &1 3 iR IJafs &1
22 (). It dpexar, fawufa, iy ue=r)

° When you are given a “red carpet
welcome” or the “red carpet treatment”, you are
given special treatment on your arrival at some
place.

T MUD! VS PIUC dAHA’ TT VS BIUC dieHe”
e omar 3, df freht RIF WR ST ST WR S
IRy T e ST g

You are treated as a guest of honour.
%&lTCIé? 1 g1 fAfY Bt g TagR foar S
I

3 As the expression suggests, a thick red
carpet is usually rolled out when someone who is
considered important visits a place.

SR b siftreafadt § T 8, Oid Bis He@yul Afad
Pt RITT R 37T 8 Y 3THIR WR U Hiel ard
CARIGACEIRIRS ISR

° When Nelson Mandela visited India, he was
given a red carpet welcome.

Tq A Hedl HRd 31T, A 3= IS HIUC dqHT
far i

. The famous [llm star was rather

disappointed that he wasn’t given the.red carpet treatment.
URIG fhed TR B! FRI & foh 3% Y€ Fite dede & foar man|

e | was quite surprised that they gave me a red carpet welcome.

T B! smerfafed

o7 for Igi- g Y& HIUe daad fear|

e The question is, why a red carpet and not a carpet of a different colour?
TY g § o A1t BIeie gt ol SR bt 3 1 BT Fleh i Ta1?
¢ Inthe old days, the colour red was always associated with honour.
R TG H ATe 1 D1 GHRN G Y SIS i1 o7
e Important people wore red robes.
NENISCIEREE R
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For example, the robe that a king wore was always red.
JETERUT o 7T, I Sl I UGIell YT 98 GH a1t Biell |

The colour red was also associated with magic; fairies were always shown wearing red caps.

T T 1 ofg o o SISt SITe oT; Tfkal & gHR ard et UgH gu fa@m ST |

This sense of red meaning something important is retained in the expression “red letter day”.

I &1 & Tea@yul of g1 Y Aex 37 ifiaafad & s gsn g
People often refer to important or special days as “red letter days”.

TNT SRR Agayuf a1 fagiy o= ) Y¥s dAex W F5d ¢

Preethi says that 21 October is a red letter day because that’s the day she arrived in America.

Ui Pacll § b 21 SFEeR T Y8 TIex S § T I e 98 sRept ugal A

Scholars claim that it was during the French Revolution that red began to acquire a negative
meaning.

fagri 1 arar 8 b iRt ife & SR et 1 3 TR 3ref A1 I fapam|

The people who killed all the nobles during the revolution called themselves “red republicans”.

wifd B SR Gt Fefit B! AR g 1 ge H XS Ruf<td— w5 31

Nowadays of course communists are referred to as “reds”.

TG FRIAC] B! Y Hgl Sl 3|

What is the difference in meaning between “stationary” and “stationery”? (Ankit R. Vyas,
Chennai)

IR “RRFERY & 3 T a7 3R 572 (3P IR, N, A7)
When an object remains “stationary”, it does not move, it stands still.
Od BIS 9X “RRFRY W 7, A 98 T Rt a5 FRR B B

The train remained stationary for several hours.

¢ &8 Hcl ab RR I

The truck hit a stationary car.

TH A TH [RR SR DI TqH AR |

How did Promod manage to run into a stationary bus?

UAIE T RR 99 T Y Th ] TT?

“Stationery”, on the other hand, refers to items usually associated with writing — pen, pencil,

paper, etc.
T 3R, R BT Yoy AR TR G- A Jt a&gai — O, U, et onfe — A B
The secretary informed me that we had run out of stationery.
Tfd 3 g8 §amdr i A R TA 8 T 2
Could you tell me where the nearest stationery shop is?
HT 3T T FdT Thd g [ G Told ! WAL DI gD Hel 872
Both statlonery and “stationary” are pronounced the same way.
QYR I BT IR Teb ST B
The rst two syllables are pronounced like the word “station”.
Uga o JUITY 1 FHARY W Ued B oRE Bidl ¢
The “e” and “a” in the sux “ery” and “ary” are pronounced like the “a” in “China”.
“ery” 3R ary” Yy T “e” 3R “a” BT TR ‘I & “a” B de aidl gl
The main stress is on the rst syllable “sta”.
T 9 Ugd U “sta” TR gIdT ¢
What are goose pimples? (Santhana Krishnan, Vellore, Tamil Nadu)
T fre 9 BId 82 (FdT $UH, IR, dierrs)
The pimples that a teenaged goose gets are called goose pimples!
TS [HIR g9 &1 off e 81d € S 19 e Fgd g
Just joking! ]
TSI PR G !
Do you remember the last time you got terribly scared about something?
T 3TUP! T § o 3R AR 3y fopeft a1 9 sgd sx e A2
Usually when someone gets scared, the hairs on their skin stand up and the skin begins to
develop small bumps.

W@mwﬁém%a‘rwa%w%am@és‘mﬁ%eﬁ?wq?@ﬁ%@ﬁéawaﬂ%
|
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In fact, the skin begins to look like it is covered by a series of dots.

IR o, @1 T fm @t § S 9 faigsll &t g@an § gt 7l

These bumps that you get when you feel scared, excited or cold are called goose pimples.
TS 3T R, IATRd Bl IT 38 TEYH HRdl & al oif IHUR B § 3¢ [ e Hgd ¢ |
They are also called “goose mesh" and “goose bumps”.

3% T TR 3R T sy W gl S B

=4
Questions and Answers to the
previous day’s daily quiz: 1. India
won gold in this team sport in the first
Asian games held in New Delhi. Ans:
Football
2. Australia beat Germany in the final

of this world cup held in India in 2010.

Ans: Hockey

3. Name the player who won his first
title beating Viswanathan Anand in
2013 in Chennai. Ans: Magnus
Carlsen

4. This person won the race when
India last hosted a Formula 1 race on
this circuit. Ans: Sebastian Vettel;
Buddh International Circuit

5. India is preparing to host the
Commonwealth Games again here in
this year. Ans: Ahmedabad; 2030
Visual: Name this Manchester City and
England star. Ans: Phil Foden

Early Birds: Tamal Biswas| Arun
Kumar Singh| Abhiroop Bose| Yeshu
Pandey| Syed Sufyan Kirmani

e Published in The Hindu on July 27, 27 \_ﬂ'i_‘ﬂg 1999 B! & fgg
H YT

QuIZ

India’s Gold in Football — First Asian Games, New
Delhi (1951)

Background

e The first Asian Games were held in New Delhi in March
1951, marking a historic moment for independent India in
international sports.

e Football was one of the major team events included in the
competition, drawing participation from leading Asian nations
and symbolizing regional sporting unity after colonial rule.

¢ India won the gold medal in football by defeating Iran 1—
0 in the final.

e The decisive goal was scored by Sahu Mewalal. This victory
established India as an early football power in Asia and boosted

national pride in the post-independence era.

Hockey World Cup 2010 — Australia’s Victory

The 2010 Men’s Hockey World Cup was hosted by India in New Delhi, organized by the
International Hockey Federation with twelve leading teams.

Australia defeated Germany 2-1 in the final at Major Dhyan Chand National Stadium,
winning their second World Cup title through attacking efficiency and solid defense.
Magnus Carlsen’s First World Chess Championship Title (2013)

The World Chess Championship 2013 was held in Chennai, India, between defending
champion Viswanathan Anand and Norwegian challenger Magnus Carlsen.

Carlsen, known for his exceptional positional play and endgame mastery, entered the match
as the world’s top-ranked player, representing a new generation of modern chess excellence
and scientific preparation in international chess competition.

Magnus Carlsen defeated Viswanathan Anand with a score of 6.5-3.5, securing his first
World Chess Championship title.

His victory marked a generational shift in world chess and began a long period of dominance.

Carlsen successfully defended the title multiple times afterward, becoming one of the greatest
chess players in history and promoting global popularity of competitive chess.

Sebastian Vettel — Last Formula One Race Hosted in India

India last hosted a Formula One race at the Buddh International Circuit, during the

2013 Indian Grand Prix.

Red Bull driver Sebastian Vettel dominated the race, securing pole position, fastest lap, and
victory, completing a hat trick of Indian Grand Prix wins from 2011 to 2013.

Commonwealth Games 2030 — Proposed Host Ahmedabad
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e India is preparing a bid to host the Commonwealth Games 2030 in Ahmedabad, Gujarat,
aiming to strengthen its global sporting profile after successfully hosting the 2010 Games in
New Delhi.

e The proposal focuses on world class infrastructure, including the Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
Sports Enclave and modern urban transport.

e [ffinalized, it would mark India’s second time hosting the Commonwealth Games, promoting
sports development, tourism growth, investment, and international sporting cooperation.

Gisele Pelicot publicly recounts harrowing discovery of ex-husband’s rape crimes

The shocking case and 1o 15 years imprisonment  “Above all, not a single wo-
her courage in demanding  for the other convicted man could walk in and sit
that it be tried in open men. Only one of them in the courtroom to feel
court spurred a national  subsequently  appealed less alone”
reckoning about the blight  and saw his sentence for The 73-yearold adds
of rape culture. The har-  rape increased from nine  that had she been twenty
rowing trial ended in De-  to 10 years imprisonment. years younger, *1 might not

Associated Press Extracts of "A Hymn to  scribed as "a super guy”

PARIS Life, Shame Has to Change  had, in fact, made her the
Sides” published Tuesday ~ unwitting victim of his

Giséle Pelicot’s brain froze by French newspaper Le  perversions.

as the French police officer  Monde, rewound to No- “1.am going to show you

revealed the unthinkable.  vember 2, 2020 ~ the day  photos and videos that are

“Fifty-three men had come  when her world fell apart.  not going to please you,”

to our house to rape me,” Her then-husband, Do-  the officer said, words she cember 2024 with guilty have dared to refuse a
she recalls him tellingher.  minique Pelicot, had been  recounts in the book. verdicts for all 51 defen-  Open court hearing closed-door hearing.™
Sharing details of the summoned by police for The first showed a man dants, In the book extracts pu- “I'would have feared the

horror that until now had  questioning after a super-  raping a woman who had
largely been reserved for market security guard  been kaid out on her side
French courts, Pelicot is  caught him secretly taking  and dressed up in a sus-
publicly telling her story of  video upwomen's skirts.  pender belt.

Dominique Pelicot and  blished by Le Monde, Peli-  stares,” she writes. “Those
49 other men were con-  cot says that accepting the  damned stares 3 woman of
victed of rapes and sexual  possibility of a closed-door  my generation has always
assaults over a period of trial would have protected  had to contend with, those

survival and courage in her “That’s you in this pho-  Extracts of Giséle Pelicot’s book A Hymn to Life, Shame Hos to nearly a decade. Another  her abusers and left her damned stares that make
own words, ina book and  “Super guy* husband t0,” the officer said. Change Sides were published on Tuesday by Le Monde. A man was comvicted of alone with them in court, you hesitate in the morn-
her first series of inter- Giséle accompanied him He then showed her drugging and raping his “hostage to their looks, ing between trousersanda
views since a landmark  and was completely unpre-  another photo, and anoth-  drugs, so strangers he in-  man. Her cheek was so  own wife with Dominique  their lies, their cowardice  dress, that follow you o ig-
trial in 2024 turned her in-  pared for the bombshell  er after that ~ drawn from  vited to their home could  flabby. Her mouth so limp.  Pelicot’s help. and their scorn.” nore you, flatter you and
to a global icon against sex-  delivered by the officer,  a collection of images that  assault her as he filmed. She was a rag doll,” she Dominique Pelicot, “No one would know embarrass you. Those
ual violence and impri-  Laurent Perret. Gradually,  Dominique Pelicot took of Gisele Pelicot couldn’t  writes in her book. found guilty on all charges, ~ what they had done tome.  damned stares that are
soned her husband who and with care, he ex- his wife over the years believe that the inert wo- “My brain stopped was given the maximum Not a single journalist supposed to tell you who
knocked her out with plained how the man she  when he regularly knocked  man in the photos washer.  working in the office of De-  possible sentence of 20  would be there to write you are, what you're
drugs so other men could  regarded as a loving hus-  her unconscious by lacing “I didn't recognize the puty Police Sergeant years in prison. The sen- their names next to their  worth, and then abandon
assault her inert body. band and whom she de- her food and drink with individuals. Nor this wo-  Perret tences ranged from three  crimes,” she explains.  youas you grow older.”

Giséle Pelicot publicly recounts harrowing discovery of ex-husband’s rape
crimes

fircta Uftrete A yd-ufd & qarehR SruRTHY 1 YATaE Wil &1 Jhela® &0 9
a1 far

e Giseéle Pelicot’s brain froze as the French police officer revealed the unthinkable.
Rora tferpte o1 feamT Y= 81 71 oid T Wit gierT St = siehed-g a1d ISR &1

o “Fifty-three men had come to our house to rape me,” she recalls him telling her.
“53 J¥Y gHR TR Yo TATHR B 1T &, T§ Tl g [ ISR 7 374 T8 FHell

¢ Sharing details of the horror that until now had largely been reserved for French
courts, Pelicot is publicly telling her story of survival and courage in her own words, in
a book and her first series of interviews since a landmark trial in 2024 turned her into a
global icon against sexual violence and imprisoned her husband who knocked her out
with drugs so other men could assault her inert body.
39 I GBI ¥ I Wi Sigrerdi dob WIHd 39 HITdsdl o [davul Jel Hd gu, Ufedie
3ot e a9 3R ATeH B! He! 30 Tea! H, Th YEIP 3R TTHRI &1 Ugall yae o
138! 8, Fifep 2024 T U RIS Geveh A I WA f&ar & R afyes vredtes a1 faar
3R 3 Ufd Y e R 3o, o 3= 3 ShR 98I foban alfdh oy qo 3% fAfspa TR
TR GHE R b |

o Extracts of “A Hymn to Life, Shame Has to Change Sides,” published Tuesday by
French newspaper Le Monde, rewound to November 2, 2020 — the day when her world
fell apart.
I 3REER Le Monde §RT AR &I BRI “A Hymn to Life, Shame Has to Change
Sides” & 3 2 AR, 2020 — I fad — W dled & TG I7d! g fIeR TS|

e Her then-husband, Dominique Pelicot, had been summoned by police for questioning
after a supermarket security guard caught him secretly taking video up women’s skirts.
I dapIeH ufa, S uferedle, & gfed 3 Usdre o o o T 59 U JuRuTdhe
IR S A I ATl Bt W & IR T U J FfEA §91d §Y uheT|

‘Super guy’ husband
R M’ ufer

o Gisele accompanied him and was completely unprepared for the bombshell delivered
by the officer, Laurent Perret.
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Gradually, and with care, he explained how the man she regarded as a loving husband
and whom she described as “a super guy” had, in fact, made her the unwitting victim
of his perversions.

fR-4R 3R wrayrh ¥, I Far i o 98 te TAgul ufd oiik <guR My el ff, 38
IRdd T 35 U [l BT e | RieR &1 faar|

“l am going to show you photos and videos that are not going to please you,” the
officer said, words she recounts in the book.

T 3ToeT Tt AR SR e o o X&1 § ot 3HTUeh! Tig et Smad,” et 3 &al, &
Ieq 98 Jdd H TG et g |

The first showed a man raping a woman who had been laid out on her side and
dressed up in a suspender belt.

Ugell TR H T G350 U AR & 1Y SANDR HRal 6@ 87 U fo Fxae fereran mam o $ik
TSR dee UgTs TS 2|

“That’s you in this photo,” the officer said.

U TER H 39§ 6, SRR 3 a1l

He then showed her another photo, and another after that — drawn from a collection of
images that Dominique Pelicot took of his wife over the years when he regularly
knocked her unconscious by lacing her food and drink with drugs, so strangers he
invited to their home could assault her as he filmed.

TP I1G I5H T 3R BIeT 3R IR T SR fd@ms — 37 aWiRi & 9 3 forg sifife
Yferpie 3 It ao St uelt ot ot off, S1a a8 Fafid 0 @ 3% Ui ok 99 o 3w fiameR
38 961 PR od 3, dTfch TR el T 3foe] 39 TR gHAT B Fob Siaids a8 [thed §-1d Y|
Giséle Pelicot couldn’t believe that the inert woman in the photos was her.

frorct Ofcrbie &1 fayre =181 81 XeT o fob aedRT # fewas 718 fAfspy wfgan agt of|

“l didn’t recognize the individuals. Nor this woman. Her cheek was so flabby. Her
mouth so limp. She was a rag doll,” she writes in her book.

o faadl ®I T8l UgdM US| 9 81 39 Higdl & | I A §gd eidl AT I¥HT 4g a1
RIS uT| 98 U HUS B Tiear ot f,” 98 o gRae H forach B

“My brain stopped working in the office of Deputy Police Sergeant Perret.”

ST gfery Trsfe W & SHrafa § 7R7 fHmT & a1 §e &R Tl

The shocking case and her courage in demanding that it be tried in open court spurred
a national reckoning about the blight of rape culture.

Y FipM aTd TS SR 33U Geft Srerad & Iaq &I ITd! Al & e - TaTehR IPid R
PTG TR W HHYT B YR o |

The harrowing trial ended in December 2024 with guilty verdicts for all 51 defendants.
g YATaE Gl fexia 2024 T Wt 51 SMRIFU & forg it R U S & a1y T g

Dominique Pelicot and 49 other men were convicted of rapes and sexual assaults over
a period of nearly a decade.

3R 3 49 YU B AT U S2H DI 3afy  TATHR 3R N gHal H

T GgRmEm T

Another man was convicted of drugging and raping his own wife with Dominique
Pelicot’s help.

TP 30 3N I W SR U1 &1 Uedl & W1 TATDHR B BT aIst x4, o
S Uferble i #ag At

Dominique Pelicot, found guilty on all charges, was given the maximum possible
sentence of 20 years in prison.

Tt SRITE § G a7y U SR Aftreie @ sifidad Tvd 20 9 3T Tom AR TS|

The sentences ranged from three to 15 years imprisonment for the other convicted
men.

37 I gost Y 3 |/ 15 9 I B b, Bt ol &l TS|

Only one of them subsequently appealed and saw his sentence for rape increased from
nine to 10 years imprisonment.

ITH Y Had T 1 1 H U P 3R ITP! TP R B Joll 9 H FTP 10 94 HR &l TS |
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Open court hearing

Tt 3rerad A gars

¢ In the book extracts published by Le Monde, Pelicot says that accepting the possibility
of a closed-door trial would have protected her abusers and left her alone with them in
court, “hostage to their looks, their lies, their cowardice and their scorn.”

Le Monde H U&TRIA J&i® 31 H, Uil Hadl § (& §6-5R JHaH B! UG WIHR HAT
I SRTRT BT & BT 3R I= fSTad B 3P 1Y bl BIS T, “ITb! ToRl, I7b
S, 3D HIRAT 3R 3% fAIBHR B dUSF "

o “No one would know what they had done to me. Not a single journalist would be there
to write their names next to their crimes,” she explains.

“fHdt Y uar 7Y Idar fos IgiA TR 1Y 1 fosan | U Y umhR g8t el gidl o S A
J9P RIYT B I1Y forgdt,” a8 ISl

e “Above all, not a single woman could walk in and sit in the courtroom to feel less
alone.”

Eﬁm,wﬁmm$aﬁméaﬁmma€§aﬁwmw
-

o The 73-year-old adds that had she been twenty years younger, “l might not have dared
to refuse a closed-door hearing.”
73 adfg Uftrpie Sied § b afe a8 ot oy B1et S, ol TS §e-gR FHaTs & SH6R B
BT I18Y gl Bl "

¢ “l would have feared the stares,” she writes.
B 3 ORI ¥ Sh,” 78 forah g

o “Those damned stares a woman of my generation has always had to contend with,
those damned stares that make you hesitate in the morning between trousers and a
dress, that follow you or ignore you, flatter you and embarrass you. Those damned
stares that are supposed to tell you who you are, what you’re worth, and then abandon
you as you grow older.”
g AR ToR forerT Attt @t AfYe oY §HR WA 631 UST 8, 3 ok Sl 3! Jag Ue
3R 39 & o9 Rafram R A9GR R €, S 3uehT et HRet § a1 SMIdh! ST HRcl 6,
AT AT FHRelt § 3R ATAD! AfHeT HRA &1 d oK O AT T BT grdT Hll § 19 3T
DI €, MU T HIA 8, 3R R S-S 317 gt Bt &, SMUD! BIS et g I”

GS Paper 1: History,
TOPICS COVERED | 12 February 2026

1. | Tamil Brahmi inscriptions in Egypt point to ancient trade links
fire & aftra sl sifiee yrits samurfves ddel & ok Hdbd wd &

2. | Vande Mataram to be played before the National Anthem: govt.
TV T | g d¢ HTaRY TSR ST WRBR
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N. Sai Charan
CHENNAI

A path-breaking finding has
shed new light on trade
links between ancient Ta-
milagam, other parts of In-
dia, and the Roman Em-
pire. Two researchers have
identified close to 30 in-
scriptions in Tamil Brahmi,
Prakrit and Sanskrit at
tombs in the Valley of the
Kings in Egypt. These in-
scriptions are said to be-
long to the period between
the Ist and 3rd Centuries
C.E.

The inscriptions were
identified during a study in
2024 and 2025 by Charlotte
Schmid, Professor at the
French School of Asian Stu-
dies (EFEO) in Paris, and In-
go Strauch, Professor at the
University of Lausanne in
Switzerland. The team doc-
umented the inscriptions
across six tombs in the The-
ban Necropolis. They fol-

YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

9971932488

lowed in the footsteps of
French scholar Jules Baillet,
who surveyed the Valley of
the Kings in 1926 and pu-
blished more than 2,000
Greek graffiti marks.

Presenting their findings
in a paper titled From the
Valley of the Kings to India:
Indian  Inscriptions in
Egypt at the ongoing Inter-
national Conference on Ta-
mil Epigraphy, the scholars
said the individuals who
made these inscriptions
came from the north-west-
ern, western and southern
regions of the Indian sub-
continent, with those from
the latter forming the
majority.

Visitor graffiti

Visitors had left brief in-
scriptions and graffiti by
carving their names on the
walls of corridors and
rooms, marking their pre-
sence in the tombs, the re-
searchers said, adding that

these sets of inscriptions
appear inside the tombs
alongside larger bodies of
graffiti in other languages,
primarily Greek. Within
such settings, the Indian
visitors seem to have fol-
lowed an existing practice
of leaving their names in-
side the tombs, they said.
The name Cikai Korran
(pronounced ‘Kotran’) ap-
pears repeatedly. It was in-
scribed eight times across
five tombs. The name was
found near entrances and
high on interior walls
among other graffiti marks.
In one tomb, it appears at a
height of about four metres
at the entrance, Mr. Strauch
said. “The name Cikai Kor-
ran is revealing, as its first
element may be connected
to the Sanskrit Sikha, mean-
ing tuft or crown. While this
is not a common personal
name, the second element,
korran, is more distinctly
Tamil. It carries strong war-

A Tamil Brahmi inscription with the name Cikai Korran in one of the
tombs at the Valley of the Kings in Egypt. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

like associations, as it de-
rives from a root, korram,
meaning victory and slay-
ing. This root is echoed in
the Chera warrior goddess
Korravai and the term kor-
ravan, meaning king,” Ms.
Schmid sai

More finds

The name korran also
came up in other finds in
Egypt. It appears in Korra-

puman, written on a sherd
discovered at Berenike, a
Red Sea port city, in 1995.
The name also occurs in the
Sangam corpus, where the
Chera king Pittankorran,
praised in the Purananoo-
ru, is sometimes directly
addressed as korran, the
scholars pointed out, ad-
ding that these parallel at-
testations in inscriptions
from Pugalur, the ancient

Chera capital, dated back to
the 2nd or 3rd century C.E.

Two other individuals al-
50 left their names in Tamil
Brahmi in these tombs. One
inscription reads Kopan va-
rata kantan (Kopan came
and saw). The name Kopan
has also been found at Am-
mankovilpatti in Tamil Na-
du. Other Tamil names
identified include Catan
and Kiran.

K. Rajan, academic and
research adviser, Tamil Na-
du State Department of Ar-
chaeology, said the findings
are significant as they shed
light on the trade links bet-
ween ancient Tamilagam
from the Malabar Coast and
the Roman Empire.

He said that earlier work
in Egypt had focused on the
Red Sea port city of Bere-
nike, where excavations
were conducted for several
years and attention has
now moved to the Nile river
valley.

Tamil Brahmi inscriptions in Egypt point to ancient trade links

forer & aftrer sreht siftrel wrdts samuTives Wael #1 ok Hha $d @

e A path-breaking finding has shed new light on trade links between ancient Tamilagam, other
parts of India, and the Roman Empire.

TS VTR Wil = Ui afe ™, YRd & S U SiR M9 ATHTed & o ARG dael
W 78 A2 ST B

e Two researchers have identified close to 30 inscriptions in Tamil Brahmi, Prakrit and
Sanskrit at tombs in the Valley of the Kings in Egypt.

&l SMyaaratt = BT & Valley of the Kings # fRUd &ail & aftra smeht, wipd ok Twpd &
TR 30 HFUAT TgaH 5 |

o These inscriptions are said to belong to the period between the 1st and 3rd Centuries C.E.
3 3ferat &1 19§ 31 TraTed) St & &9 &1 7T T B

e The inscriptions were identified during a study in 2024 and 2025 by Charlotte Schmid,
Professor at the French School of Asian Studies (EFEO) in Paris, and Ingo Strauch,
Professor at the University of Lausanne in Switzerland.
2 AfeRal Bt Uga 2024 3R 2025 T IR fRIT French School of Asian Studies (EFEO)
@1 UIBIR Charlotte Schmid 3R RIewRaS & @i fayfaeme™ & WHIR Ingo Strauch GRT
T T 31T b SR g5

e The team documented the inscriptions across six tombs in the Theban Necropolis.

< 9 Theban Necropolis @1 B8 &8l H 9 3fHcRal T qxraoiaul fhd|

e They followed in the footsteps of French scholar Jules Baillet, who surveyed the Valley of the
Kings in 1926 and published more than 2,000 Greek graffiti marks.

5 Wi fagH Jules Baillet & FaRIbaH WR deid gU B fobdT, figi- 1926 H Valley of
the Kings T Td&uT foham U7 3R 2,000 | 3iftre M Afpd fag ueiiia fbu 9

e Presenting their findings in a paper titled From the Valley of the Kings to India: Indian
Inscriptions in Egypt at the ongoing International Conference on Tamil Epigraphy, the
scholars said the individuals who made these inscriptions came from the north-western,
western and southern regions of the Indian subcontinent, with those from the latter forming
the maijority.

International Conference on Tamil Epigraphy e Udd 30 TMYYF From the Valley of the
Kings to India: Indian Inscriptions in Egypt T fagHl A we1 f 3 ifiyee 99 are fad
YR IUHGTE Y & ITR-UfdHT, ufde oik <férof &s 3 oy 3, o aféof &= & |
TUID U
Visitor graffiti
TGS At
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o Visitors had left brief inscriptions and graffiti by carving their names on the walls of corridors
and rooms, marking their presence in the tombs, the researchers said, adding that these sets
of inscriptions appear inside the tombs alongside larger bodies of graffiti in other languages,
primarily Greek.

Myt ¥ el foh Smige! A MEART 3R HER] B SHARI TR 30 1T IHH WIa AR
3R AT BIGY, ot 351 sl & o=t IufUfA gt B, iR T sifiera oaa: Mo afgd o=
TS B T e A Hfthdt % T iR e 3 ¥

e Within such settings, the Indian visitors seem to have followed an existing practice of leaving
their names inside the tombs, they said.

3514 el fob T gRA% T YR SFigh] = il & R 30 711 BIg &1 afrd TR &1
SITERUT fm T vreitd g g |

o The name Cikai Korran (pronounced ‘Kotran’) appears repeatedly.
Cikai Korran (3=RUT ‘W‘) I R-SR fears gar gl

e |t was inscribed eight times across five tombs.
g -1 Uld Bl | 3116 IR 3ifdd uram T

e The name was found near entrances and hlgh on interior walls among other graffiti marks.
g ATH AR gRI & U 3R SHidRes SRl W Hars W 37 st frgh & st aran |

e Inone tomb, it appears at a height of about four metres at the entrance, Mr. Strauch said.
ot }IST A Bl [ T B9 § Ig ATH YR R R THT IR Hiex Ht SHdTs R $Hfdhd g

¢ “The name Cikai Korran is revealing, as its first element may be connected to the Sanskrit
$ikha, meaning tuft or crown.
“Cikai Korran T Agaquf §, Fiifds ST TSN UM TP Sikha I ST 81 Uahdl ©, forasr
3 g1 a1 ggpe B

¢ While this is not a common personal name, the second element, korran, is more distinctly
Tamil.
BT T8 T G 1 & 8, GERT U, korean, 3 W ¥4 § Ifid |

e |t carries strong warlike associations, as it derives from a root, korram, meaning victory and
slaying.
=9 Uad gg-gatht o1 §, i T8 korram Ha ¥ FAdwan 8, et o1 fasr ok 9y g

e This root is echoed in the Chera warrior goddess Korravai and the term korravan, meaning
king,” Ms. Schmid said.
fggg 11;{ R gl 4t Korravai 3R Ted korravan, T 3 3o 7, # +f ufkaifard g, gt

Eal

More finds
3 Wl

e The name korran also came up in other finds in Egypt.
korean A i # o=y @rail # i iy

e |t appears in Korrapuman, written on a sherd discovered at Berenike, a Red Sea port city, in
1995.

I8 Korrapuman H f&aTs 21§, S 1995 H TTd IR & &8 UeR Berenike § i1l T
The IR foran e

e The name also occurs in the Sangam corpus, where the Chera king Pittankorran, praised in
the Purananooru, is sometimes directly addressed as korran, the scholars pointed out,
adding that these parallel attestations in inscriptions from Pugalur, the ancient Chera capital,
dated back to the 2nd or 3rd century C.E.

ﬁ@'l’rﬁ 3 gamar fe g -H Sangam corpus A off frerar % GIE\T’ Purananooru H Ui =RT IS
Pittankorran &I ®&Ht-H4t Y korean Dl T % 3R Pugalur, PICIE SR W‘iﬂ:ﬁ, & Afaral
7 1t 3% gaT= gaor 241 a1 3 TraTed) $¥d & §

e Two other individuals also left their names in Tamil Brahmi in these tombs.
al 3= Afeadl = it S il T afid sTeh | 8/ 9 B |

e One inscription reads Kopan varata kantan (Kopan came and saw).

o ffiera o fora g Kopan varata kantan (ﬁtﬂ? 3T 3R a"@'[)l
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The name Kopan has also been found at Amman Kovilpatti in Tamil Nadu.

Kopan A1H ?Iﬁl?l‘l'lg & Ammankovilpatti o oft foram %I
Other Tamil names identified include Catan and Kiran.

U U 37 T A § Catan 3R Kiran AT &

K. Rajan, academic and research adviser, Tamil Nadu State Department of Archaeology,
said the findings are significant as they shed light on the trade links between ancient
Tamilagam from the Malabar Coast and the Roman Empire.

K. Rajan, Q&I T MY JATEHR, Tamil Nadu State Department of Archaeology, 3 el
% 3 W He@yuf § wif% A Malabar Coast & U Afa ™ 3R AW W4T & o
ARG Feel TR FHI=I STad ¢ |
He said that earlier work in Egypt had focused on the Red Sea port city of Berenike, where
excavations were conducted for several years and attention has now moved to the Nile river
valley.

32 ol o5 i & Ugdl &1 ST ot IR & F&=7ME ReR Berenike TR dfod AT, SaT s auf
TP I a1 T 3R 31 & Nile river valley ®1 3R RIFART 81 T 3|
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Vande Mataram to be played
before National Anthem: govt.

Fresh set of guidelines issued to States and government bodies but no formal statement made by

the Centre; it says when the National Song is sung or played, the audience shall stand to attention

The Hm!u Bureau

NEW DELHI

he Union govern-
I I ment has said in a
set of instructions

to the States and govern-
ment bodies that the Na-
tional Song, Vande Mata-
ram, should be sung or
played before the National
Anthem, Jana Gana Mana,
when both the songs are
played at an event.

The fresh set of guide-
lines were uploaded on
the Union Home Ministry
website on February 6, but
no formal announcement
or a statement was issued.

It states that whenever
the official version of the
National Song, around 3.1
minutes long, is sung or
played, the audience shall
stand to attention. “Ho-
wever, when in the course
of a newsreel or documen-
tary, the National Song is
played as a part of the film,
it is not expected of the au-
dience to stand as standing
is bound to interrupt the
exhibition of the film and
would create disorder and
confusion rather than add
to the dignity of the Na-
tional Song,” it said.

The Ministry said the in-
structions were being is-
sued for general informa-

Setting the tone

Key guidelines for singing and playing the National Song

= Vande Mataram
should be sung or
played before the
Mational Anthem when |5
both are performed at
an event

® The audience must
stand at attention
when the official
version, around 3
minutes 10 seconds

Proud moment: A ta bleau celebrating
150 years of Vande Mataram during
the Republic Day Parade. FT1

long, is sung or played

= Standing is not
required if it is played
as part of a newsreel
or documentary

u The official version shall be
accompanied by mass singing during
unfurling of the National Flag, cultural
occasions, or ceremonial functions
other than parades

tion and guidance on the
official version of the song,
the occasions on which it
is to be played or sung,
and about the need for
paying respect to the song
by observance of proper
decorum on such
occasions.

It said that Vande Mata-
ram, written by Bankim
Chandra Chatterjee, is
known as the “National
Song, which is to be sung
on arrival and departure of
the President at formal
state functions and other
functions organised by the
government, immediately
before and after the Presi-
dent addresses the nation

over All India Radio and te-
levision, on arrival and de-
parture of the Governor or
Lieutenant-Governor  at
formal state functions,
when the National Flag is
brought on parade, any
other occasion for which
special orders are issued
by the Government of
India”.

When a band plays it

“When the National Song
is played by a band, the
song will be preceded by a
roll of drums to assist the
audience to know that it is
going to be played, unless
there is some other specif-
ic indication that the Na-

tional Song is about to be
played,” the Ministry said.

The official version shall
be played accompanied by
mass singing on the unfur-
ling of the National Flag,
on cultural occasions or
ceremonial functions oth-
er than parades. The mass
singing could be arranged
by having a choir of adeg-
uate size, suitably sta-
tioned, which would be
trained to coordinate its
singing with the band.

It may be sung on occa-
sions which, though not
strictly ceremonial, are ne-
vertheless invested with
significance because of the
presence of Ministers and
others, the Ministry said.

“It is not possible to give
an exhaustive list of occa-
sions on which the singing
(as distinct from playing)
of official version of the
National Song can be per-
mitted. But there is no ob-
jection to the singing of the
National Song accompa-
nied by mass singing so
long as it is done with due
respect as a salutation to
the motherland and prop-
er decorum is main-
tained,” the Ministry said.

“In all schools, the day’s
work may begin with com-
munity singing of the Na-
tional Song...,” it added.

Vande Mataram to be played before the National Anthem: govt.

BT M | Uget d¢ ATARH TSI SITET: PR

o Fresh set of guidelines issued to States and government bodies but no formal statement
made by the Centre; it says when the National Song is sung or played, the audience shall
stand to attention

Il SR WRHR Feprt o1 73 fammf=dar Y farg e Afp & gR1 $1s. Siuaies s ot
81 T T, S gl T & fob ore g Tt T a1 Sl S o Sl ey gul § g s §l

o The Union government has said in a set of instructions to the States and government bodies
that the National Song, Vande Mataram, should be sung or played before the National
Anthem, Jana Gana Mana, when both the songs are played at an event.

&% WHR A Il R WBRT Al &1 F1E21 & T e T Fg1 5 b Tfia, 98 uTaRy,
1 AP T, S 701 7, J UG 1 A1 Soi1d] ST =Ry, S fobt EEEIRIICICE I
Sld |
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The fresh set of guidelines were uploaded on the Union Home Ministry website on February
6, but no formal announcement or a statement was issued.

7 femnfAd et & Fhy g AT o) ITuIST W 6 WA &I UGS fhar m, Afeh B8
Sfoees TwoT a1 S STk 781 o

It states that whenever the official version of the National Song, around 3.1 minutes long, is
sung or played, the audience shall stand to attention.

= Hg1 T § % o ot Ttd &1 SfYBTRS HXBRUT, TRTH 3.1 fee dan, T a1 S
ST, <t 4idT Qray™ 4o1 § IS ol |

“‘However, when in the course of a newsreel or documentary, the National Song is played as
a part of the film, it is not expected of the audience to stand as standing is bound to interrupt
the exhibition of the film and would create disorder and confusion rather than add to the
dignity of the National Song,” it said.

“gIetiiop, W9 forelt ~qoriet a1 STagHST & GRM AP id fred & e & &u o Soiry S g, ot
siicTell ¥ TS B B U 8T BI STl i T o o fher BT UG S1ed g 3R I8
Tiiq Bt TRHAT S P SO SHTaRT 3R YA Vel ST, ST Pl T

The Ministry said the instructions were being issued for general information and guidance on
the official version of the song, the occasions on which it is to be played or sung, and about
the need for paying respect to the song by observance of proper decorum on such occasions.
T A el {6 A Fw i & onfieTies TapRur, 3T & T A1 ST S §, SR T
SHARI W IfId RIVER &1 UraH Hd gU Hd BT THH B &1 I Hdl & &g T Jra=d
TFHRT 3R ANfER & fore SRt frg o1 <8 §

It said that Vande Mataram, written by Bankim Chandra Chatterjee, is known as the
“National Song, which is to be sung on arrival and departure of the President at formal state
functions and other functions organised by the government, immediately before and after the
President addresses the nation over All India Radio and television, on arrival and departure
of the Governor or Lieutenant-Governor at formal state functions, when the National Flag
is brought on parade, any other occasion for which special orders are issued by the
Government of India”.

sﬂﬁww%%a%nmg o sfeew d gl - foran, TS it & U & &1 S
foRY Strenies 50 THRIE! 3R WRPR R AN 3 BRIHH! H AT b SHIHT 3R
TRIM WR, PUfd gRT 3iTer $fear ¥sat ofR Tefifae W Iy &1 Feliftrd 3 ¥ Sl vz 3R
1e #, SUaTRe I FARIG! § Ut a1 SURTSIUTA & SHRTH 3R TRIM W, 5d AP
Fol RS | 11 91l 7, IR 3 foradt off SR R foras o URe W R faviy smer ok
H, TR ST &

When a band plays it

9 3 38 I9IdT 8

“When the National Song is played by a band, the song will be preceded by a roll of drums to
assist the audience to know that it is going to be played, unless there is some other specific
indication that the National Song is about to be played,” the Ministry said.

SIS IS T T oS GRT TSI STl 8, ol M J Ugel gH 1 UTY & STeHt a1fds il o |ab
% 38 I STH ATel &, 59 qF [ T§ Yobd & BT Pl 3= fIRY 1 1 71 fos g i
oI ST 9Tl §,” e A gl
The official version shall be played accompanied by mass singing on the unfurling of the
National Flag, on cultural occasions or ceremonial functions other than parades.

MBS TPV B AT & e &b TR W, TP HRIDHHI A1 RS & 3felTal 3=
M= ARG H Ifes A & 1Y ST S|
The mass singing could be arranged by having a choir of adequate size, suitably stationed,
which would be trained to coordinate its singing with the band.

IR A & folT IUged SR &1 Th HRR TR a1 o TehdT 8, o Suged ®IF R
I=Td 3T ST STR T o8 o 1Y drerid faaTehs 4 & fore ufiférd faan
It may be sung on occasions which, though not strictly ceremonial, are nevertheless invested
with significance because of the presence of Ministers and others, the Ministry said.
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HATTT A BT [ S/ I 3awR] R o TR S Tl § S Wt § SAaRe A g, A1 wiay
3R 3 AT B IUFIFA & HRUT Hgd 39 51|

“It is not possible to give an exhaustive list of occasions on which the singing (as distinct from
playing) of the official version of the National Song can be permitted. But there is no objection
to the singing of the National Song accompanied by mass singing so long as it is done with
due respect as a salutation to the motherland and proper decorum is maintained,” the Ministry
said.

I SAER! B TYUT I AT GHT a1 § 1o TR PR M & SAPIRS TXH=0T1 1 M (S
3 3feT) SrgHfd <l O el 8 | fo ST Tid & Ao A & F1Y MY o1H WR Pl St
T8t 8, TF I b T8 AqUH & Ja & w0 § IRId I & 1Y 3R Ifad RISER §91¢ [9d
gU fohar STe,” HATerg A &gl
“In all schools, the day’s work may begin with community singing of the National Song...,” it
added.

g Tpell #, e &1 o1 WP 1id & AR A & 91U R B Gobdl 6...,” S9H oitel T

GS Paper 1: Society
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1.

No plans for distinct legal recognition for denotified tribes: Centre

e Sonfadl & T 3enT ST II=udT ®t ®ig Il 81 Hs
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No plans for
distinct legal
recognition
for denotified
tribes: Centre
IGS | Society ]

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

The Union government is
not considering any propo-
sal for distinct legal and
constitutional recognition
of a category on a par with
the SC/ST/OBC classifica-
tions for the denotified,
nomadic, and semi-no-
madic tribes in India, the
Tribal Affairs Ministry told
the Rajya Sabha on
Wednesday.

This comes even as
these communities (for-
merly classified as “crimi-
nal” under the colonial-era
Criminal Tribes Act, 1871)
are organising to push fora
“separate column” in the
upcoming 2027 Census
forms for themselves, in
the hopes of building it up
into a movement for a
fresh classification for
communities that were
once labelled “criminal”.

In a meeting held on Ja-
nuary 30, officials of the
Social Justice Ministry as-
sured leaders of the com-
munity that they will be
counted in the Census.

Replying to a question
from MPs Manoj Kumar Jha
(Rashtriya Janata Dal) and
Sandosh Kumar P. (CPI)
about the issue and the go-
vernment’s plans for such
a new classification, the
Ministry said it had con-
sulted with the Social Jus-
tice Ministry, which said,
“There is no such proposal
or plan under
consideration.”

YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

No plans for distinct legal recognition for denotified tribes:
Centre

fager STt & fore SreT ST WI=dT $t His diorT
TEl: by

The Union government is not considering any proposal for distinct
legal and constitutional recognition of a category on a par with the
SC/ST/OBC classifications for the denotified, nomadic, and semi-
nomadic tribes in India, the Tribal Affairs Ministry told the Rajya Sabha
on Wednesday.

F% PR YR & faged, guq oiv sref-guq st & o
SC/ST/OBC T®R0r & GO fhefl 3T ST 3R FauTHds A &
TR IR AR 78} a1 6T €, I8 TG SR HATAT = GUIR BT IsTHHT
o gamr|

. This comes even as these communities (formerly classified as
“criminal” under the colonial-era Criminal Tribes Act, 1871) are organising
to push for a “separate column” in the upcoming 2027 Census forms for
themselves, in the hopes of building it up into a movement for a fresh
classification for communities that were once labelled “criminal”.

g dd H 311 § o I 9Her (g Sfufafie &1a o fpfiea ergsa
Tae, 1871 & ded Ugd “SIORIEN” & & H Jiidd bl 7T UT) ST 2027
P SOET T T 3(UA T U “3feii HIad” &1 AR Bl AR A13d 8l Io
€, dIfep 3 I gl & T U aFiferur & Sfigier & gaar o 9 forg ot
“SRTYT DT T AT

. In a meeting held on January 30, officials of the Social Justice
Ministry assured leaders of the community that they will be counted in the
Census.

30 STEIaS) D1 g3 TP 93 B ATHTRIS <1 HATA & SIS ¥ e
& 13l D1 e fean fob I Surn § e siem

o Replying to a question from MPs Manoj Kumar Jha (Rashtriya
Janata Dal) and Sandosh Kumar P. (CPI) about the issue and the
government’s plans for such a new classification, the Ministry said it had
consulted with the Social Justice Ministry, which said, “There is no such
proposal or plan under consideration.”

Y Ge, 3R WY U aiffeur & o TR B Aer1sif R qie! a-re $UR
m(?rg’mmaﬁ) IR Ty paR H. (Frdfiens) & uy H1 3w A g
T A Hgl {5 I AT <arg wEred 9 W fear §, form &,
“UHT DI URAT 31 Ao faarieh Tt g7

GS Paper 1: Geography

TOPICS COVERED

| 12 February 2026

1.

Ken-Betwa linking project protest turns violent; 3 cases filed

FH-daar feifd uRaisr iy

"eRH féu®; 3 Ard osl

QuiIZ

Number of troops deployed by the U.S. to train Nigerian m|I|tary

ATSNTRATS JT B UfRrerur 39 & fore u.s. gRT a9 |f ! &) J@n
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Ken-Betwa linking
project protest turns
violent; 3 cases filed

Me
BHOPAL

Three cases have been
filed in Madhya Pradesh’s
Chhatarpur against a
group of people after a
protest they were carrying
out against the Ken-Betwa
river-linking project and
the arrest of a local activist
turned violent, officers
said on Wednesday.

According to the police,
locals from various villages
under the Bijawar tehsil
were on Tuesday evening
protesting for various de-
mands, including the re-
lease of Amit Bhatnagar,
who is also a leader of the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP),
and better compensation
and rehabilitation for
those affected by the ambi-
tious project. The demon-
stration, however, turned
violent late in the night
leading to stone pelting by
protesters and blockading
of the tehsil premises.

The protesters included
tribals, women and work-
ers of Opposition parties
such as the Congress, AAP
and Samajwadi Party.

“We have identified
about 10 people who tried
to create nuisance and are
working to detain them,”
said Chhatarpur Superin-
tendent of Police Agam
Jain, adding that one FIR

he protesters
included tribals.
women and workers
of Oppn. parties. The
FIRs have been filed
against more than 40
unidentified people

has been lodged over man-
handling government offi-
cials, another for blockad-
ing and a third for allegedly
assaulting passers-by. The
FIRs have been filed
against more than 40 un-
identified people.

Mr. Jain said that senior
officials also held meetings
with the representatives of
the protesters on Wednes-
day and addressed their
concerns.

First of 30 projects
Flagged off by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi on De-
cember 25, 2024, the Ken-
Betwa link project is the
first of 30 such link pro-
jects under a National Per-
spective Plan to divert wa-
ter from rivers with
‘surplus water’ to those
with ‘deficit water’. The
project plans to transfer ex-
cess water from the Ken
river basin to the Betwa riv-
er basin in the Bundelk-
hand region that covers
parts of Madhya Pradesh
and Uttar Pradesh.

Ken-Betwa linking project protest
turns violent; 3 cases filed

FH-aqar feifdbr uRarsr faRiy uesf=
féu®; 3 aHa oot

. Three cases have been filed in Madhya
Pradesh’s Chhatarpur against a group of people
after a protest they were carrying out against the
Ken-Betwa river-linking project and the arrest of
a local activist turned violent, officers said on
Wednesday.

A YR & TARYR T AR & U WIg & RAeD
& A gt fore U §, S be-daar Adt-fifd
TRASAT 3R T R SRidd! &1 IRTR &
e fora o1 g1 3T foxiy UeRl e g T,
HABINGT A FUIR DI Fall

. According to the police, locals from various
villages under the Bijawar tehsil were on
Tuesday evening protesting for various demands,
including the release of Amit Bhatnagar, who is
also a leader of the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), and
better compensation and rehabilitation for those
affected by the ambitious project.

g & SIuR, faeimaR dgwiia & faftr iai &
RITG ANT A TAaR A i 7 &1 ddx faRiY
IR A, orH aiffrd WA Y Rere anfrer o,
S 3 3reHY urdf (AAP) & war i 8, qur sy
He@rdiel URaSHT ¥ gHIad A & oY dgaR
T3HTIST 3R YA @t AT 2 ot

o The demonstration, however, turned violent
late in the night leading to stone pelting by
protesters and blockading of the tehsil premises.

gIdifer, U8 UeRH R I1d ffae &) T, forgss aed
UeRHHIREY gRT URTg far T 3R dgdid gRaR
CHRNETARARIE]

. The protesters included tribals, women and
workers of Opposition parties such as the
Congress, AAP and Samajwadi Party.

YeR-eIRal H sfeardt, Afgand ik faueht gt
@ﬁﬁ'ﬁ,AAPﬁ?WWﬂﬂ%W
PR

. “We have identified about 10 people who

tried to create nuisance and are working to detain them,” said Chhatarpur Superintendent
of Police Agam Jain, adding that one FIR has been lodged over manhandling government
officials, another for blockading and a third for allegedly assaulting passers-by.

I TTHT 10 AT &1 UgaH 1 ¢ FTgi- SUST B3 BT DRI BT 3R I3 X J a4 &
o &1 T 3R €, DaRYR YT Srefierds 3T 94 A $gl, I8 Sigd gU fob Ud FIR BRI
SRIBIRGT & 1Y ARUTE & T H, GO ORIeE & 7w 3R et 7RI R Hid g9a & forg

o B TS B

e The FIRs have been filed aga[nst more than 40 unidgntified people.
T FIR 40 ¥ HfYF 3511d Al & RIard g &1 T8 3

e Mr. Jain said that senior officials also held meetings with the representatives of the protesters
on Wednesday and addressed their concerns.

ot 1 3 el fob aRy HfIFHIRGY 3 FUaR &I UexHeal & ufafAftrt & Ty 93 +ft 3t 3R
I feiansit o1 gHTeT fhar
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First of 30 projects

30 gf¥gisTe ® ugelt

e Flagged off by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on December 25, 2024, the Ken-Betwa link
project is the first of 30 such link projects under a National Perspective Plan to divert water
from rivers with ‘surplus water’ to those with ‘deficit water’.

FUTAHET g WGt R 25 fedaR, 2024 F YURY S 715 FI-dqar fids faisHT, iRy
S aTet el § SA-3HTE arell Al B1 3R Uil HigH & for g ufkied dierr & dgd
U 30 fofep afsTTal & ugeht 31

e The project plans to transfer excess water from the Ken river basin to the Betwa river basin

in the Bundelkhand region that covers parts of Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh.

Tg uRae &4 T 3R 3 sifaftad o &1 daar 7t IRE T wiAiaka A &1 aie
T &, O geaes & § fRd § 3R 7 USRT a1 SR YW & $6 (6wl & HaR Hal g

Answers to February 5 quiz:

1. Location of fort through which 1ST’s time
meridian passes - Ans: Prayagraj

2. New Zealand territory with a 45-minute

Quiz

Indian Standard Time Meridian and Prayagraj

timezone offset - Ans: Chatham Islands Fort

3. Country with the most number of timezones

- Ans: France Explanation

4. Republic with the earliest timezone on the

earth - Ans: Kiribati The Indian Standard Time (IST) is based on the 82°30’
5. Country in the ‘wrong’ timezone for more East longitude, chosen to provide a uniform time

than 80 years - Ans: Spain across the country. This standard meridian passes near
Visual: Pips the historic Allahabad Fort in Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh,

situated close to the confluence of the Ganga and Yamuna
rivers. The location was selected for central positioning
within India. IST is calculated as 5 hours 30 minutes ahead
of Greenwich Mean Time, ensuring nationwide
synchronization.

First contact: K.N. Viswanathan | Tamal Biswas
| Anmol Agrawal

Chatham Islands — Unique 45-Minute Time Zone

The Chatham Islands, a territory of New Zealand located in the Pacific Ocean, observe a distinctive
time zone known as Chatham Standard Time (CHAST), which is 12 hours 45 minutes ahead of
Coordinated Universal Time. During daylight saving, Chatham Daylight Time becomes UTC plus 13
hours 45 minutes. This unusual 45 minute offset reflects the islands’ geographical position east of
mainland New Zealand and ensures accurate local time for residents and administration.

France — Country with the Most Time Zones

France has the highest number of time zones in the world, totaling twelve when its overseas regions
and territories are included. Metropolitan France follows Central European Time, while overseas
areas such as French Guiana, Guadeloupe, Martinique, Réunion, Mayotte, and territories in the
Pacific and Antarctic regions observe different time zones. This wide distribution across the Atlantic,
Indian, and Pacific Oceans creates multiple offsets, making France the country with the greatest
global time zone spread.

Kiribati — Republic with the Earliest Time Zone

Kiribati, an island republic in the central Pacific Ocean, observes the world’s earliest time zone, UTC
plus 14 hours, on its Line Islands such as Kiritimati. In 1995, the government shifted the International
Date Line eastward for national unity, placing all its islands on the same calendar day. This makes
Kiribati among the first countries to welcome each new day and New Year, highlighting its unique
geopolitical and geographical positioning.
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Spain — Country in the ‘Wrong’ Time Zone

Spain has followed Central European Time (UTC plus 1) since 1940, despite its geographical position
aligning more closely with Greenwich Mean Time (UTC plus 0). The shift was introduced during World
War |l to synchronize with Germany. For over eighty years, Spain has remained one hour ahead of its
natural solar time, causing later sunsets, altered daily schedules, and ongoing debates about
returning to the geographically appropriate time zone.

y . Number of troops deployed by the U.S. to train
Number of roops Nigerian military

deployed by the US. to  =resitfvaré a1 ) ufieror 33 & g u.s. g1
train Nigerian military 7 §feT 9t wen

. 200

d Stateswill 9

deploy 200 troopsto The United States will deploy 200 troops to Nigeria
Nigeria to train its to train its armed forces in their fight against jihadist

armed forces in their fight against jihadist ~ groups, as Washington increases military cooperation with
groups, as Washington increases military the West African country.

cooperation with the West African country. ﬂgﬁ I ) Grﬁﬁ?:h‘[ U I 9l Bl ﬁi?‘lﬁ f &

The additional troops will provide “training  IeTw et & URemT 24 & forw Argsifar 7 200

and technical guidance®. A B, TP aiRivTe ufdm snpie! 4% & 91y 9
RRECHEEE
e The additional troops will provide “training and technicql guidance®.
stfafad e “ufRreor 3R aw-Hat " UG B |

GS Paper I1: Polity,

TOPICS COVERED 12 February 2026

1. | NHRC notice over workers’ deaths in coal mine blast
HIgdl WM fawpic # 4fie) 1 fid R TRl &1 Aifed
2. | NDA leaders to file notice against Rahul for remarks on Puri

i R feuft & e g & e Ay aifea w39 i A

3. | Speaker directs Lok Sabha Secretariat to correct notice seeking his
removal

e 3 AHTUT JARETd B I9d ge™ B T a1d Aifed § YR H+
1 frdw faar

4. | Judicial drift in the Special Intensive Revision hearings

o=y g yadteror gaars # =nfe foae
5. | The Constitution enters the sanctum
e Mg o yaw #war @
6. | Have States gained from the 16th FC?
T I BT 169 faT SRIT & ATY §3T 82
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NHRC notice
over workers’
deaths in coal
mine blast

NEW DELHI

The National Human
Rights Commission
(NHRC) on Wednesday
said it has issued a notice
to the Meghalaya govern-
ment and the State police
chief over reports that 18
workers died after a blast
in an “illegal coal mine” in
the Thangskai area of East
Jaintia Hills earlier this
month.

The commission said
the contents of the news
report, if true, raise serious
issues of violation of hu-
man rights of the victims.

Two weeks

Therefore, it has issued
notices to the chief secre-
tary and director general
of police of Meghalaya,
seeking a detailed report in
two weeks, the statement
said.

“The report is expected
to include the status of res-
cue operation, compensa-
tion to the aggrieved fami-
lies and police
investigation as well as
steps taken or proposed by
the authorities to ensure
that such incidents do not
recur,” the rights panel
said.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

NHRC notice over workers’ deaths in coal mine blast

Il WeH fawpie A 4fire! &) did iR gagaeR &1

. The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) on Wednesday
said it has issued a notice to the Meghalaya government and the State
police chief over reports that 18 workers died after a blast in an “illegal
coal mine” in the Thangskai area of East Jaintia Hills earlier this month.
TP JTANT (NHRC) 3 YAR &1 o1 & I 39 71 B
AT T §3¢ afodr R & Yiers &F 8 U “31dy Hiaam War o
fawpic & a1 18 4P| @1 Hid &1 TR IR AT WRPR 3R 59 YT
U@ ! Aifeq ol fHar B

. The commission said the contents of the news report, if true, raise
serious issues of violation of human rights of the victims.

STNT 3 Bl fo AR RUé o Il afe g §, @ ifsdl & AmaiieR!
& Jeergd & TR ge o 3

Two weeks

3l e

. Therefore, it has issued notices to the chief secretary and director
general of police of Meghalaya, seeking a detailed report in two weeks,
the statement said.

3o, I g 9Ria SR Berery & yfery agiiHewie o qf awg o
foxga feayé At 8, sam o et T

. “The report is expected to include the status of rescue operation,
compensation to the aggrieved families and police investigation as well as
steps taken or proposed by the authorities to ensure that such incidents do
not recur,” the rights panel said.

“RUrE & s Siftyar o) fufa, difea ufart &1 gamaen iR gfe i &
TIY-H1Y U TS SIaRT A §f 98 YT o= & forg sifieiial gR1 3a1e
T 1 URATTAd HEH M G BT 3Ue 5, HMAGR I = el
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NDA leaders to file
notice against Rahul
for remarks on Puri

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Accusing Leader of the Op-
position in the Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi of making
“unsubstantiated allega-
tions” against Petroleum
Minister Hardeep Singh
Puri without giving notice,
Parliamentary Affairs Mi-
nister Kiren Rijiju on Wed-
nesday said the ruling al-
liance members would file
a notice against Mr. Gandhi
for “breach of privilege”.

“We will file the neces-
sary notice with the Speak-
er. The Leader of the Op-
position did not make any
useful substantive contri-
bution to the Budget dis-
cussion but only made
some wild allegations,” Mr.
Rijiju said, soon after Mr.
Gandhi’s speech got over.

The Parliamentary Af-
fairs Minister said the not-
ice would be placed before
the Chair seeking authenti-
cation of Mr. Gandhi’s as-
sertions. While Mr. Gandhi
promised to authenticate
what he had spoken, Mr.
Rijiju said, “I know he can-
not authenticate them be-
cause he lied. He lied in the
House.”

Minister’s clarification
Addressing a press confe-
rence here, Mr. Puri said
he had taken over as In-
dia’s Ambassador to the
United Nations in New
York in 2009 and re-
mained there for eight
years. “There are referenc-
es to possibly three or four
meetings [with Jeffrey Ep-
stein] in eight years,” he
said, adding that during
that time he was a member
of the International Peace
Institute (IPI).

“I was Secretary-Gener-
al of the Independent
Commission on Multilater-
alism (ICM)... the chair of
this commission was a
former Prime Minister of
Australia. My boss at IPI,

Hardeep Singh Puri

Terje Rod-Larsen, was so-
meone who knew the infa-
mous Epstein. As part ofan
IPI and ICM delegation, I
met Epstein on a few occa-
sions — three or at most
four times,” he said.

About an email dated
November 13, 2014, re-
leased as part of Epstein
Files, Mr. Puri said it was
exchanged as his contacts
introduced him to Reid
Hoffman, the founder of
LinkedIn. Then as a private
citizen, he wrote to Mr.
Hoffman about the im-
mense opportunities India
presented in the Internet-
based economic activity.

‘Minimal interaction’
Stressing that his interac-
tion was minimal, he quot-
ed an email exchange bet-
ween Larsen and Jeffrey
Epstein dated December
25, 2015, in which Epstein
referred to Mr. Puri as
“two-faced”. “What does it
mean? The man [being re-
ferred to] is not okay...,”
Mr. Puri said. In that email
exchange, Larsen had writ-
ten to Epstein: “Have you
heard the saying: when
you meet an Indian and a
snake, kill the Indian first!”

“The Epstein files are
about wrongdoing and cri-
minal offences. They con-
tain charges that he had an
island where he took peo-
ple to indulge their sexual
fantasies, including charg-
es of paedophilia, and
there are victims. My inte-
raction had nothing to do
with that,” he added.

NDA leaders to file notice against Rahul
for remarks on Puri

T8 wR fewoft & ferg wge & e
ifew gifee 37 TastT Adr

Accusing Leader of the Opposition in the

Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi of making
“‘unsubstantiated allegations” against Petroleum
Minister Hardeep Singh Puri without giving notice,
Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju on
Wednesday said the ruling alliance members would
file a notice against Mr. Gandbhi for “breach of
privilege”.
dreayT § fuer & A wga M w vty w3t
gy Riz g&t & e famr Aifew fow “smmfora
SRIT” T BT SHRIT TA §T AT BRI Tt b
RIS A 9UaIR Dl gl fob TaReg TeaeH & Gaxd 4t
it & e ISR g1 BT ey qriea
B
. “We will file the necessary notice with the
Speaker. The Leader of the Opposition did not make
any useful substantive contribution to the Budget
discussion but only made some wild allegations,” Mr.
Rijiju said, soon after Mr. Gandhi’s speech.

“TH WHR & U SATIRIS Alfcd gIad | fque &
a1 3 goie 9t B Bis Iuanft 31 AneH g fea,
Sfcth Bad $© FRIUR SRIY T, ot RS, A off wieht
& YIYUT JAT B & gid 916 gl
. The Parliamentary Affairs Minister said
the notice would be placed before the Chair seeking
authentication of Mr. Gandhi’s assertions. While Mr.
Gandhi promised to authenticate what he had
spoken, Mr. Rijiju said, “I know he cannot
authenticate them because he lied. He lied in the
House.”

Hda $1d w3t A Tl 5 g8 Afey ved o ford=
SABRI & qugf it Tieh & HY=1 & gHODHR BT TR
& fore v S| Srafs ot e = 3o Byl B
IO SR T arar fasan, St RS 3 &gt “go) uaT 8
% a8 3= yAIiId 76 IR Tohd wifes S6i- S S|
I e § g Sl

Minister’s clarification
A &1 TEiHRr

. Addressing a press conference here, Mr.
Puri said he had taken over as India’s Ambassador to
the United Nations in New York in 2009 and
remained there for eight years. “There are references
to possibly three or four meetings [with Jeffrey
Epstein] in eight years,” he said, adding that during
that time he was a member of the International
Peace Institute (IPI).

gl U U D13hd Bl Galerd HRd gu of T = &gl
fo 3214 2000 H g YT WY Y H HRA &
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3ATgd & U A UGHR YHTAT U7 3R 8T 313 auf dep I | “3AT3 I8 & Yyad: 19 a1 IR 33b!
[SI%h! TOREH & 1] BT I §,” 3614 Hel, iy gl SiieT f 3T ERM 98 geawa i
RIeYge (IPl) & I U

“I was Secretary-General of the Independent Commission on Multilateralism (ICM)... the
chair of this commission was a former Prime Minister of Australia. My boss at IPI, Terje Red-
Larsen, was someone who knew the infamous Epstein. As part of an IPl and ICM
delegatlon | met Epstein on a few occasions — three or at most four times,” he said.

FHIRE 3T A IdexieeH (ICM) HT HeRIG ... @@n&ﬁn%a{w&m@m
& gd YuHEE A1 IP1E TR 919 avel As-ariA 9, @Wﬁmﬁﬁﬁlﬁﬁﬁl IPI 3R ICM
& UH Hfaffrica & R & ®u H, ﬁ@ﬁfﬁrw &9 a1 SifrraH IR IR — TURH ¥
foret,” 314 Pell
About an email dated November 13, 2014, released as part of Epstein Files, Mr. Puri said it
was exchanged as his contacts introduced him to Reid Hoffman, the founder of LinkedIn.
Then as a private citizen, he wrote to Mr. Hoffman about the immense opportunities India
presented in Internet-based economic activity.

13 TSR, 2014 B! TP SHA & 9K H, ol TUREH BIsed & oW & U § R g8, ft &0 A Far
%%ww&mmﬁwmﬂuﬁ%ﬁ%m fiTes & J=iU®, §
URfId el 99 T ol ARe & 9 & I35 A T B Gexe-uRd s
Tfafafal § YR GRT U fa=met SfawRi & o § foran|

‘Minimal interaction’

Stressing that his interaction was minimal, he quoted an email exchange between Larsen and
Jeffrey Epstein dated December 25, 2015, in which Epstein referred to Mr. Puri as “two-
faced”. “What does it mean? The man [being referred to] is not okay...,” Mr. Puri said. In that
email exchange, Larsen had written to Epstein: “Have you heard the saying: when you meet
an Indian and a snake, kill the Indian first!”
30 WU B AqH FaTd gU S 25 fadaR, 2015 &1 AR SR Sl U= & di9 g3
SO S &1 garan fear, s tod= 3 ot g8t & g Fel UT| ST 71 Iaad 87 o
e [T Ieara {1 T 38T 8] 98 3l ol 6...,” M T 7 HaTl 39 30 | AR 3 T Pl
??ﬂ: “TT 3T TG FHeTad I §: o 37 Th HRA 3R T |y F e, o uga WR &t
P
“The Epstein files are about wrongdoing and criminal offences. They contain charges that he
had an island where he took people to indulge their sexual fantasies, including charges of
paedophilia, and there are victims. My interaction had nothing to do with that,” he added.

‘U BTSeH TTad BTHT 3R RIS RTH & IR H 81 370 3RIY g fob 3T U U
YT YT Sgt 98 ANl ) Iab! A Hed-relt § ford 811 & forw & iran o, o disifthforar &
SRyt e &, 3R difed +ft &1 21 Fud I8 fopadt +ft e Heiftra =Y ut,> 3= S
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Speaker directs Lok Sabha Secretariat
to correct notice seeking his removal

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Bir-
la on Wednesday asked the
Lok Sabha Secretariat to
correct shortcomings in
the Opposition’s notice
seeking his removal from
his Constitutional office,
and proceed with the cor-
rected notice.

The revised notice will
be listed after the commen-
cement of the second
phase of the Budget Ses-
sion. The second phase
will be held between
March 9 and April 2.

“Shortcomings  were
found in the notice submit-
ted by Opposition MPs on
Tuesday to remove Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla,” a
source in the Lok Sabha Se-

Om Birla

cretariat said. “The notice
referred four times to
events of February 2025,
on the basis of which it
could have been rejected
under the rules,” they
added.

Mr. Birla directed the Se-
cretariat to have the defec-
tive notice corrected and

then proceed with it. It will
be taken up in the second
part of the Budget Session.
The first part of the ses-
sion, which got under way
on January 28, will go into
recess on February 13.

While the Opposition’s
move is aimed at making a
political point on the way
the House has functioned,
there is considerable inter-
est in the process. Article
94 of the Constitution
deals with the provisions
regarding the removal of
the Speaker.

On Article 94C

The Opposition notice is
under Article 94C, which
states that the Speaker
“may be removed from his
office by a resolution of the
House of the People by a

majority of the then mem-
bers of the House”.

This is interpreted as
the effective majority of
the House, that is, more
than half of the strength of
the House minus the va-
cancies.

“The Constitution
doesn’t use the word effec-
tive majority but it’s meant
to convey the effective
strength of the House,”
former Lok Sabha Secre-
tary-General P.D.T. Achary
told The Hindu.

A minimum of 14 days’
notice has to be given be-
fore a resolution seeking
the removal of the Speaker
can be taken up by the
House, and under Article
96, the Speaker can res-
pond to the notice for re-
moval.

Speaker directs Lok Sabha Secretariat to correct notice seeking his removal

e A AeaUT IRETd $Y 396 g B TR 9 Aifed § YR HA T
= fean

e Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla on Wednesday asked the Lok Sabha Secretariat to correct
shortcomings in the Opposition’s notice seeking his removal from his Constitutional office,
and proceed with the corrected notice.

AFTUT 3eaed 3NW fRET ¥ FUIR B! ANHTHT Aty I w81 f 98 376 Haue ug 3
T & AN a1l [quer & Afea & Sl o 3id B 3R TN A & Y 3 T |

o The revised notice will be listed after the commencement of the second phase of the Budget
Session. The second phase will be held between March 9 and April 2.

GRNTYT e B! ToIe T & UL TR B YB3 & d1G Yalag [hdT ST | GURT TR0T 9 AT
W 2 3fd & o9 o g

e “Shortcomings were found in the notice submitted by Opposition MPs on Tuesday to remove
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla,” a source in the Lok Sabha Secretariat said. “The notice
referred four times to events of February 2025, on the basis of which it could have been
rejected under the rules,” they added.

AHaHT FieaTerd & Th YA 4 Hgl, “HIaR Bl dibayT 3eef 3y fave ol g & oy
fquelt Tiret gRT vRgd AT H Hitrgt urs 13 17 I5iA Sirel, “Afed H WRas! 2025 &1 ge13] &
IR TR I o 71T o, forsh 3MYR W 38 iyl & dgd WIS foar S gabar A1l

e Mr. Birla directed the Secretariat to have the defective notice corrected and then proceed with

it. It will be taken up in the second part of the Budget Session.

ot foran 3 Tfaareg &1 gl e &) Sl HRM R R IS 1Y 3 Fg &1 A |
U §le 9 & g YT o Sme |

e The first part of the session, which got under way on January 28, will go into recess on
February 13.

T3 1 Ygdl YT, Sl 28 SFa DI L= g3, 13 BRa™t Dl R I
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While the Opposition’s move is aimed at making a political point on the way the House has
functioned, there is considerable interest in the process. Article 94 of the Constitution deals
with the provisions regarding the removal of the Speaker.

gl faugt BT e Ter P BHBN b dRid TR T AsHiTdd Jo 3 S LT I 8, 981 39
Uferan B BTt I ¢ | WA BT 3rgede 94 Wi &I geH I Wafid Urau i 9 J1 8|

On Article 94C
TG 94C |

The Opposition notice is under Article 94C, which states that the Speaker “may be removed
from his office by a resolution of the House of the People by a majority of the then members
of the House”.

fuar 1 ey Srgede 94C & dgd 8, Rrgd a1 T § 5 W ) T & 39 g9I b
TR & TgHd gRT TR TRaTd ¥ 3% UG I gerdl off qdhdl g 1”

This is interpreted as the effective majority of the House, that is, more than half of the strength
of the House minus the vacancies.

3 e & YU IgAd b ¥U H AReARIT fha S 8, 3rufq e ) oot e §f ¥ Rfgaat
D1 UM & d1G Y HBT & 319 31feah |

“The Constitution doesn’t use the word effective majority but it's meant to convey the effective
strength of the House,” former Lok Sabha Secretary-General P.D.T. Achary told The Hindu.

gd dlpayT ggrafad W.81.E. mard 7 g Bg ¥ $e1, “dfdu™ & qurdt 9gHd st BT ST
o1 fopar T 8, AfhT STBT TG e D1 YHIA W I Had BT 21”7

A minimum of 14 days’ notice has to be given before a resolution seeking the removal of the

Speaker can be taken up by the House, and under Article 96, the Speaker can respond to

the notice for removal

HR B! g ¥ Hafd Uwdd &I ¥ed H o ¥ Ugd HH 4 &4 14 {1 &1 Tifew fear s
TITF §, 3R ATEG 96 & dgd WIHR M & Alfey HI I ¢ THhd g

Judicial drift in the Special Intensive Revision hearings

n the first week of February 2026, in an

unprecedented event, the Chief Minister of

West Bengal, Mamata Banerjee, appeared

before the Supreme Court of India in the
ongoing hearings around the conduct of the
Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of the electoral
rolls, which has been taking place in multiple
States across India.

The Chief Minister’s arguments were focused
on certain procedural infirmities that were
causing hardship to the residents of her State. Her
intervention led to the Court passing a slew of
directions on February 9, ostensibly seeking to
mitigate some of these hardships. However, in the
course of the hearing, the Court also made a
statement: that no impediment to the SIR would
be allowed across any of the States.

Core consti not d
This statement is baffling, because in making it,
the Court appears to have pre-judged the most
fundamental issue before it — an issue that goes to
the heart of the Court’s own role as the primary
organ of constitutional adjudication. Challenges
to the SIR were first filed before the Court in July,
when it was announced for the State of Bihar.

Among other things, these petitions
questioned the constitutionality of the SIR itself.
Months have passed, with SIRs announced in
multiple States, and the challenges have
multiplied. The Bihar election has come and gone
(November 2025), with the Bihar SIR effectively
having become a fait accompli. The Court has
held multiple hearings, where it has, in effect,
played the role of an administrator, passing
directions on issues such as whether or not the
Aadhaar card can be used as an identification
document. However, the core constitutional
challenge has not been decided, and as the
Court’s observations now show, the fait accompli
seems to have become permanently enshrined,
with any future judgment serving only to act asa
retrospective validation of existing facts on the
ground.

It is worth remembering that in a
constitutional democracy, the Court’s primary
role is to ensure that other state organs comply
with the Constitution, and not to transform itself
into an administrator. However, the Court’s
conduct in the SIR case is not new: while the
constitutionality of the Aadhaar programme was
challenged in 2012, it was only in 2018 that a final
Jjudgment was passed, by which time Aadhaar

=
Gautam Bhatia

is a Delhi-based
lawyer

The top courts
conduct in the
SIR case sees it
moving away
from its role as
a constitutional
court and
adopting the
role of
administrator

had effectively become a fait accompli, too big to
be undone. In the intervening six years, the Court
had passed various orders about where and how
Aadhaar could be used or demanded, but had not
touched the constitutional challenge before it.
The repetition of this pattern in the SIR case
reveals a normalisation of the Court moving away
from its role as a constitutional court, and
adopting the role of the administrator. This is
unfortunate.

There are significant issues

Indeed, the SIR process has raised certain
significant constitutional issues. Many of these
issues turned upon the question of power: while
the Representation of the People Act (India’s
umbrella election law) authorises the Election
Commission of India (ECI) to conduct a special
revision for “any constituency or any part of a
constituency”, and for reasons to be recorded,
there is a fundamental question about whether
this very specific power is also a carte blanche
authorisation to conduct State and nation-wide
SIRs. The wording of the section seems to imply
that its purpose is a targeted and focused exercise
meant to correct for distortions that might creep
inin certain specific places. By contrast, the
present SIRs are dragnet, large-scale revisions of
the rolls that, in effect, turn them into citizenship
determining exercises. Added to this is the fact
that electoral rolls already exist. Thus the ongoing
SIRs amount to an exercise where the entire
populations of States are called upon to freshly
establish their citizenship and their right to vote,
without any pre-existing cause for suspicion. The
constitutional question then turns upon whether
the ECI can simply operate on this mass
presumption of non-citizenship, and force people
to prove their rights from scratch.

In 1995, in Lal Babu Hussein and Others vs
Electoral Registration Officer and Others, the Court
had held that it could not. There again, the ECI
had sought to effect large-scale removal of names
from the voter rolls, acting on the suspicion that
in certain constituencies there were many
non-voters on the rolls. The Court struck down
this exercise, and in the directions that it passed,
made it clear that notices for removal from the
rolls would have to be directed at specific
individuals, and also a disclosure of the reason
for suspicion that the individual in question was
not a citizen of India.

As noted above, the present SIRs completely

invert that basic process. Instead of issuing
notices to specific people that it reasonably
suspects are non-voters, the ECI now requires
everyone to come and prove that they are voters.

It is crucial to note that multiple reports have
come in from various States about arbitrary
deletions and of individuals having to run from
pillar to post to prove that their citizenship does
not exist in a vacuum. They are the product of
this fundamental inversion of the state-citizen
relationship. The other troubling impact of the
SIR exercise is that the wholesale revision of voter
rolls has brought into play the notorious Form 7,
which allows any person to “object” to the
inclusion of any other person in the electoral roll.
There have already been widespread reports
about the misuse of Form 7 to have people struck
off the rolls, en masse, from multiple States.

An accentuation of disparities

Finally — and this was something highlighted by
the West Bengal Chief Minister as well —ina
country with vast material inequalities, and
disparities in access to the State, documentation
requi operate asy ically, and, in
particular, impact the vulnerable and the
marginalised (people at the intersection of the
axes of caste, poverty and gender). Indian Courts
have long articulated an equality jurisprudence
that is cognisant of material and socio-political
discrimination: a process that accentuates, rather
than mitigates, these disparities, violates basic
constitutional principles.

It should be obvious that these are not mere
“administrative” glitches that can be corrected by
administrative tweaks, in the manner in which
the Court has been doing for the past eight
months. Rather, the specific problems of voter
deletions and disenfranchisement that are being
brought to the Court on a regular basis are
symptoms. They are downstream from the actual
issue, which is the manner in which the ongoing
SIRs invert the relationship between the state and
the individual, and leave the latter effectively at
the mercy of the former. This is a question that
goes to the heart of the constitutional order. It
cannot be remedied through a mere
administrative fix. Rather, it must be addressed
from the perspective of a constitutional
framework that genuinely affirms the dignity and
participatory rights of every individual, refusing
to reduce persons to mere cogs in the machine of
state and administrative efficiency.
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Judicial drift in the Special Intensive Revision hearings

=iy 181 qteror gars A =alie faaea

Supreme Court hearings on SIR and constitutional concerns

THIATE SR W YA H1¢ &Y gaa1s 3R Gaurte fiard

In the first week of February 2026, in an unprecedented event, West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee appeared before the Supreme Court of India during hearings on the
Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls taking place across multiple States.
WA 2026 & U TWTE H U HUAYd g1 & Uf3 e &1 Y=l wHar §+16if 3 5
It & 7 6T FaRIY Mg TARIEOT (SIR) UfthaT R JAATE & GRIM YRA & GltH B¢ &
IUTRYF ot &1 |

Her arguments focused on procedural infirmities causing hardship to residents of her
State.

I d UThATHD BIAAT IR Bicd U Sl 30 T & ARl B BISATS Ugar et A
Her intervention led to the Court issuing a slew of directions on February 9 aimed at
mitigating hardships.

3% gHIET & dIC I 3 9 B P & o R} fbT et I Hfegal & &1
HAT YT

However, the Court also stated that no impediment to the SIR would be allowed across
any State.

gIaife, <rared 3 g8 f wel for farelt +fft Tsu A SIR # ®1S a1eT W R F8) @t st

Core constitutional challenge not decided

Ta "auTfe gt o1 fHofg T8

This statement appears to pre-judge the fundamental issue, which concerns the Court’s
role as the primary organ of constitutional adjudication.

I8 HY A He, BT G404 Uil 8IdT 8, Sl e &1 HauTfes =araf-ora= ot g ST
» wUH Yt A g1 8l

Challenges to the SIR were first filed in July when it was announced for Bihar.

SIR & fEaTw ugel AIRISTE Jars # iR &1 13 off oia 33 fagrR & forw eifda fosan war )
These petitions questioned the constitutionality of the SIR itself.

2 gfaTedl A SIR Pt WaTfawar R & Uy 331

Months passed, SIR announced in multlple States, and challenges multiplied.

% TE1 S1, P 791 & SIR N garT, 3R T st T

The Bihar election (November 2025) concluded, with the Blhar SIR becoming a fait
accompli.

YR g1 (AdeR 2025) TAT g 3R fIgR SIR To Wi 9w a1 |

The Court held multiple hearings and passed directions on issues such as whether Aadhaar
can be used as identification.

I 3 HS FAATS B 3R T8 o Tgi W 3w o for o1 SR uga= v & =0 o
SUART g AHaT 7|

However, the core constitutional challenge remains undecided, making any future
Judgment appear as retrospective validation.

%a gt anft oft srfeoffa 8, SR wiesa &1 fofa wera wraar s wedia
B gl

In a constitutional democracy, the Court’s primary role is ensuring state compliance with
the Constitution, not acting as an administrator.

ﬁuﬁm?ﬁwﬁwﬁa@ AT Ieg Y WIIUE & Y §91¢ ¥@T1 5, 7 [
WIS B1 IRE B BT

This pattern is not new; the Aadhaar programme challenge (2012-2018) saw a final
judgment only after Aadhaar became a fait accompli.
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During those six years, the Court issued various operational directions but did not decide the
constitutional challenge.

1 8% qul § IrTerd A $s YRS e U afd daenf=e gt W ok 78 fora)

The repetition of this pattern in the SIR case suggests a shift from constitutional
adjudication to administrative role, which is described as unfortunate.

SIR HTHA ¥ 59 U & TRIGRT AT & Jautf—e YRIeT S u=mafas yfireT & ek
FP1a 3! el 8, o guivayguf samm gl

There are si%nificant issues

Indeed, the SIR process has raised certain significant constitutional issues.

Idd H, SIR UfhdT 4 $© Hg@yul HauT e gg, 3o g

Many of these issues turn upon the question of power.

T8 O $s G, e & UY W 314Rd g

The Representation of the People Act authorises the Election Commission of India (ECI)

to conduct a special revision for “any constituency or any part of a constituency” for
recorded reasons.

w4 wfafaftre siftferaw yra fFafas smar (Ech) &1 i<t ot fHafam & ar sud =it
YT B AR Gteror 3 Bt SFAf ST 8, HRUI ot 6y 1 X & A1 |

A fundamental question arises whether this specific power is a carte blanche to conduct
State and nation-wide SIRs.

TS 9 Uy I3 ¢ o a1 a5 fafkie wfda @R ¥4 iR Igaamdt SIR F37 &1 guf SrgAfd 3|

The wording suggests it is meant as a targeted and focused exercise to correct distortions
in specific places.

3BT YT Tobd it ¢ b I8 afér SR Hfa snvamg B, e SEza Al =it & fipfaa!
B GURAT ]

By contrast, present SIRs are large-scale dragnet revisions turning rolls into citizenship-
determining exercises.

% fAuRid, AT SIR TS TR Bt ST TR Ufhar 8, S HaardT g2t &I AnRTREdr
frefor srvarg & sea 3@ B

Electoral rolls already exist; thus ongoing SIRs require entire populations to re-establish
citizenship and voting rights without prior suspicion.

ATl gt Ued J HING ©; SUfe add SIR Rt mardl &t famr gd weg Aniear oiv
g PR T: R 31 &1 919 el 5|

The constitutional issue is whether ECI can presume mass non-citizenship and force
people to prove rights from scratch.

JauTe Uy I8 © fob 1 ECI Arfe® IR-ANTRG T A< &l @ iR alll &l & | AfRSR
s F & 199 B YBT3

In 1995, Lal Babu Hussein vs Electoral Registration Officer, the Court held it could not.
1995 & AT I1g g §-H SATCIRA ORI SHTTBIR ATHA H TaTerd 3 gl fob A1 gY
forar s woarl

The Court struck down large-scale removal of names and required notices to specific
individuals with reasons for suspicion.

T 3 98 99H R A1 g oI 5 fbar iR fafkry safdaal & srur afgd Fifew a &
fdw fear|

Present SIR reverses this process — instead of targeting suspected non-voters, everyone
must prove they are voters.

JAHH SIR T UFHAT Bt STE a1 § — Wi R-AdGIme] Bl AREd HI & ol gR A
@ TagTaT Ri BT USaT B

Multiple reports show arbitrary deletions and individuals running from pillar to post to
prove citizenship.
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F3 NuIef § 79uM &1 J 919 geM 3R Nl &1 AMREar Rig & & T yedd &1 g
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e These problems arise from a fundamental inversion of the state—citizen relationship.
T IS IT-ATNTIRS VY & o IACTd I ST §5 o

e Another troubling impact is the widespread use of Form 7, allowing any person to object to
inclusion of another in the roll.

T 3 FidHe® THId Wi 7 ST A0S IudiT g, off fpedt ot safaa &t gav & -md W emufx
B BT STA AT B

e There are widespread reports of misuse of Form 7 to remove people en masse from voter
rolls across States.

o3 Il B BTH 7 & gUERT I ANl & H 98 T TR Aaerar Gt A g & Ta oS 5

An accentuation of disparities
SRAHTATSI BT T T

¢ Finally — and this was highlighted by the West Bengal Chief Minister — in a country with
vast material inequalities and disparities in access to the State, documentation
requirements operate asymmetrically, especially affecting the vulnerable and
marglnallsed
3fefd: — IR T it e Y gRert gy o i fopa T — U U < A Wit e
WfI® AT 3R Y aF Ugd | 3R §, S¥ATdel IS IS S0 U I B
Pl €, faATHR FHER aﬁ?gmwﬁqz?hﬁﬁquﬁaaﬂ?ﬁ%

e These include people at the intersection of caste, poverty and ender.
ST 3 T =TT & ) e, T SR ST 3 S W RE B

¢ Indian Courts have long developed an equality jurisprudence sensitive to material and
socio-political discrimination.

[ TS I O HT SRR A Rid fosar g of ifas o arfore-

IeifI® WeuTd & Ufd Hag=id g

¢ A process that accentuates rather than mitigates disparities violates basic constitutional
principles.
TS T ufehar S SrqHTATSH Y HH B & IO FeTe 8, s Jdure Rygial &1
oo B B

o These are not mere administrative glitches correctable by minor administrative tweaks.
J Had wRIEfe Ffeat Tel § R B uxmafie gurY @ & fhar of 9|

e The Court has been addressing issues for eight months through administrative directions.
T U e el 9 TR S SR & J1em ¥ 34 g & daierd &2 <81 6

o However, the specific problems of voter deletions and disenfranchisement are only
symptoms.

gdifes, AdGTdT AT g™ 3R AaIfYeR ¥ dfed &34 o TN Had T 3 |

e They arise from the deeper issue — the way SIR inverts the relationship between the
State and the individual, leaving citizens at the mercy of the State.

Y MY G, T ST Bl & — oI UHR SIR T 3R ARG & HaY Bl IeC ol 8, 3R
TR B! 5T B 9T R BIS a1 |

e This question strikes at the heart of the constitutional order.
TE Uy WAUTP STawIT & Ja B YHIId T 8|

e |t cannot be remedied by a simple administrative fix.

T YR YRMRIS JUR I 31 ol (bl off Jhbd|

e |t must be addressed within a constitutional framework that affirms the dignity and
participatory rights of every individual.

38 U U HauUTIe e & e == 8N ol 8% safaw 1 TRAT 3R Uriiiefl & sifter
P g o Bl

e The framework must refuse to reduce citizens to mere cogs in the machine of state and
administrative efficiency.

g G AN & T 3R URIMAAS G&ial B AR & bad Tol 9 Siid &3 J SHR
ST A1
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The Constitution enters the sanctum

wo recent judgments of
the Madras High Court
— one concerning the
Thiruparankundram
Deepathoon and the other relating
to the rights of the Thenkalai sect
to recite hymns at the
Kanchipuram Varadaraja Perumal
temple — have brought to the fore

. . O " DMK spokesperson
[he ro_le D_f the _]l_]d}cmry_m and advocate practising
adjudicating religious disputes. before the

That these matters have reached
the High Court is revealing on
multiple levels. First, it tells us that
courts have a constitutional role in
deciding religious disputes.
Second, it demolishes the
argument that temples are private
spaces where the court or the
state cannot intervene. Given the
growing number of such cases, the
law around religion has taken
centre stage like never before.

Madras High Court

Swetha
Sethubaskaran

Advocate practising
before the Madras

. PP . High Court
Shift from civil rights disputes
Over a hundred years ago, it was
civil courts that dealt with temple
disputes. In a case pertaining to
entry into the Kamudhi temple in
Ramanathapuram, pitched battles
around civil rights to enter temple
premises were fought all the way
up to the Privy Council in London.
In Sankaralinga Nadan and Ors vs
Raja Rajeswara Dorai and Ors
(1908), the Privy Council was
called upon to decide whether the
Nadar community had a right to
enter the Kamudhi temple. In the
pre-constitutional era, such cases
around temple entry and right to
co-worship were primarily
regarded as disputes concerning
civil rights.

In 1927, the Madras Presidency The growing

government enacted the Madras number of

Hindu Religious Endowments Act religious

to govern temples and their -

endowments. A slew of legislative dlspu_[es _hefore
constitutional

activity followed in the next two
decades, which enabled setting up
of local temple committees and

courts reflects
the role of the

the auditing of temple funds judiciary in
which enshrined the supervisory ensuring that
role of the Presidency religious
vernment. .
& All this changed when the pracuce§ do not
Constitution was adopted in 1950, | undermine
which introduced fundamental constitutional
rights to practise religion. The principles

The Constitution enters the sanctum

<ifger mefye # udw BT @

Judiciary and religious disputes in India

YR § AT 3R uifife faare

freedom of worship rights in
Articles 25 and 26 to worship were
made applicable to individuals as
well as religious denominations.
However, this freedom was
tempered with the requirement
that rights to practise or profess
religion would be subject to public
order, health, and morality. This
allowed the state to further
regulate worship when it offended
public conscience or morality.

This period ushered in a critical
shift in judicial thinking. From the
earlier view that these matters
were civil rights disputes, the
courts began looking at them from
the vantage of constitutional
directives. By doing so, the
judiciary asserted the rights of the
individual to equality and religious
freedom subject to public interest
restrictions. This led to the
blossoming of jurisprudence
around temple entry, religious
freedoms, and equality in the
appointment of priests. It is now a
matter of debate in constitutional
courts as to if and how these rights
should be limited.

Nevertheless, the southern
States, which belonged to the
erstwhile Madras Presidency, must
be credited for bringing in this
jurisprudence. It started with
these States enacting legislation
under the Hindu Religious and
Charitable Endowments Act for
better temple governance. These
legislation and regulations,
consequently, invited judicial
oversight, as writ courts were
called to adjudicate upon whether
State intervention respected the
rights of the religious
denominations while safeguarding
the constitutional rights of others.
This led to the development of
temple-related jurisprudence over
the last 70 years.

The test used by courts

In developing this jurisprudence,
courts have undertaken an inquiry
into whether religious practices
conflict with constitutional
principles. For example, where
there is a restriction of the entry of
certain people or where a
customary practice is in conflict

with fundamental rights, such
matters can be brought before
constitutional courts. The
constitutional court then
undertakes the task of finding out
whether such custom or practice
is protected by the essential
religious practice test. A creation
of the Supreme Court, this test is
to determine whether a particular
custom or practice is essentially
integral to the religion. Those not
essentially religious were,
interestingly, deemed to be
“secular” and open to judicial
guidance. Therefore, if a practice
fails this test, then the court
typically proceeds to issue
directions in consonance with
settled constitutional principles.

Despite criticism regarding its
inconsistent interpretation in
subsequent judgments, the courts
have continued to use this test to
bring a measure of objectivity to
decisions by focusing on the core
tenets of the religion itself. In
Indian Young Lawyers Association
and Ors vs State of Kerala (2018)
(Sabarimala temple case), this
approach underwent a significant
consolidation when the Supreme
Court held that even those
practices considered essential to
the religion cannot be shielded
from judicial scrutiny if they are
inconsistent with constitutional
morality. Therefore, the law of the
land is that religious freedoms are
subject to constitutional morality,
which in turn is founded on the
principles of justice, liberty,
equality and fraternity.

The growing number of
religious disputes before
constitutional courts reflects not
only ideological polarisation
within and across faiths, but also
the enduring role of the judiciary
in ensuring that religious practices
do not undermine constitutional
principles. Judicial review of
religious disputes, therefore,
cannot be seen as an aberration
but a continuation of a
long-standing constitutional
engagement — one that seeks to
harmonise faith with the
foundational principles of the
Constitution.

e Two recent judgments of the Madras High Court — concerning the Thiruparankundram
Deepathoon and the rights of the Thenkalai sect to recite hymns at the Kanchipuram
Varadaraja Perumal temple — highlight the judiciary’s role in adjudicating religious

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in )

Page29



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

disputes.
TG gISBIE & al g1l had — RFRAGEH Uy 3R HidRE e Ueud Afex o
Ypes UG & Yo TH & ISR T Yaiferd — enfite faarel & fRuer # =araurfereT @t
YFIPT &I IR & 3|

e These cases show courts have a constitutional role in deciding religious disputes.
3 A fe@rd € fos sieradt &1 urftfer faare & fAvfa & wawfe yfer g

e They also demolish the argument that temples are private spaces beyond court or state
intervention.

3 gg ad it W1ivet axa § o wfeR el = § S8t srerad a1 ITo9 e%aey Tt o 9ahd |
o With rising such cases, law relating to religion has taken centre stage.

TG Al B gedt Tem & Y o | Wafia ST o | o T gl

Shift from civil rights disputes

AM® SRR faare) / ufvada

e QOver a hundred years ago, civil courts handled temple disputes.
9 a¥ gl fufaa ®1¢ wfer faarel &1 fAuerT #5vd 4
¢ In the Kamudhi temple entry case, civil rights battles reached the Privy Council in
London.
FY 1feR vz A 7 RS HRERI F dSTE deA Pt A Srefre aw ug
¢ In Sankaralinga Nadan vs Raja Rajeswara Dorai (1908), the Privy Council examined
whether the Nadar community had the right to enter the temple.
YDA TG TATH TSI YR GIRTS (1908) H U HISRI 7 ffw &1 o F1 ATeR TS
1 TR H 7T T ARIBR B
¢ In the pre-constitutional era, temple entry and co-worship were treated mainly as civil
rights disputes.
TfI-gd o1 & AR Uawr 3R T8-YuT & HHe Jread: AR Siftre faare 7 o 2
e In 1927, the Madras Hindu Religious Endowments Act was enacted to regulate temples
and endowments.
1927 ¥ s &g enfifer teliew srffifermm wifeRY oik g Jufrll &1 fFafd 5 & forg
™7 T
e Subsequent laws enabled local temple committees and auditing of temple funds,
establishing government supervision.
P 916 & B 4 I HiR wftfeal ok wfeR Ay siffee &1 vem a=m, oo
WHRI AR RA1d 531
e Everything changed with the Constitution in 1950, introducing fundamental rights to
practise religion.
I $T 1950 & WAL & 1Y 9 741, o enf &1 uter s & Aifere siftreme fu
o Articles 25 and 26 guaranteed freedom of worship to individuals and religious
denominations.
3Jq 25 3R 26 = feal 3R erfifer Tuer &1 gon o) W= 4l
o However, this freedom was subject to public order, health and morality, allowing state
regulation.
BT T8 W=dl A AT, TR 3R Afdswdr & e ff, S v A= wva g
o This marked a shift in judicial thinking from civil disputes to constitutional perspective.
S 1R A & AN faarg ¥ @auf=e R o1 ok 9gard em|
e Courts began asserting equality and religious freedom subject to public interest
restrictions.
3feradl A ardufe fea Wt & a1 gurar v enfife Tadsrar & an H=A1 I faar|
e This led to development of jurisprudence on temple entry, religious freedom and equality
in priest appointments.
O wfeR yaw, enfife Tadsar ik genial &t fgfea & aamar &R e fasia g
o Today, constitutional courts debate how and to what extent these rights should be
limited.
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3T YT 3feTeld! H U8 989 ¢ & 31 SR 3t S 3R ford e do Wi fear
g

Evolution of temple jurlsprudence and constitutional morality
TR <araRIRd BT

Nevertheless, the southern States of the erstwhile Madras Presidency must be credited
for shaping this jurisprudence.

o +ff, gd wer SRS & gféroft el @1 59 =maRa & fawra &1 99 fean s
These States enacted laws under the Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments Act for
better temple governance.

S ! A SR TR wRIH & for fég enfifes ofiv e} getiew siffifem & dga o
ERILY

Such legislation invited judicial oversight, as writ courts examined whether State
intervention respected rights of religious denominations while protecting
constitutional rights of others.

T S A T R &1 S fovan, Sigt Re sierad! A g 31 {9 31 Iea gxaay
T Yueral & ARIBRI BT TR Hd §T gORI & HAUT1P ARISRI B I8 HaT 8|
This led to development of temple-related jurisprudence over 70 years.

T U 70 auf o wfeR e =arawme fawia gl

The test used by courts
SETadl GIRT WgaT URI&I0T

Courts examine whether religious practices conflict with constltutlonal principles.
SIETeTd g Sifd SRl & fob o1 uTfifes wUTe Hautfe Rigidl & e €1

Cases involving restriction of entry or conflict with fundamental rights can be brought
before constitutional courts.

waz ufasy a1 Mftre RERY A eHera a1a Id YauTfds sreredl § am o 9ad g
Courts apply the Essential Religious Practice (ERP) test to determine whether a practice is
integral to religion.

3fTEd T O B & foIe Sma=as Ui Wt (ERP) U1&0T a1 clt § fob dbis v e &1
fie fear & a1 7|

Created by the Supreme Court, the test distinguishes essential religious practices from
secular practices.

T Tieur Gt B¢ gR1 fawfRra 7, St simawas enfife wursit o evdfArder warsi & sk
BT B

Practices not essential are deemed secular and open to judicial regulation.

S TR SIS Tl Bl 3¢ YHT-RUE MR <aTRIe =01 & Srefi=t o171 wiran 5 |

If a practice fails the ERP test, courts issue directions allgned with constitutional principles.
T P AT ERP TRIET F SR Xl 2, Y SraTert WA Rigial & ey e 3 2
Despite criticism of inconsistent interpretation, courts continue using this test to ensure
objectivity.

BRI TG B ATATIAT & Fd9lG SHaTeld FSagrar GHEd 3 & U 39 TRi&r &1 IuanT
B B

In Indian Young Lawyers Association vs State of Kerala (2018) — Sabarimala case, the
Supreme Court held that even essential religious practices cannot escape judicial
scrutiny if against constitutional morality.

37T 971 Aiad THRIGRA S B 19T (2018) — HERIHTAT ATHT H YUH HIE A B8
& e Afawar & favg g1 W smaxgs uifife gurt ot =fie wiig 3 aa 78
bl |

Thus, religious freedom is subject to constitutional morality based on justice, liberty,
equality and fraternity.

wmgr\f T Tad=aT =T, =T, GUHGT 3R §Yd R TR Haufe Afawar &
3 I
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o The rise in religious disputes reflects ideological polarisation and the judiciary’s enduring
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role in safeguarding constitutional values.

e faarel &t g e daTe

R YfArepT B! quid g1

e Judicial review of religious disputes is not an aberration but a continuation of constitutional
engagement harmonising faith with constitutional principles.

mﬁaﬁﬁww&naﬂ%&wqﬁaﬁﬁmﬁmﬁﬁ%mum%

R31E)

ydteeor 3R WAuUTe el Bt vam | AruTfereT @t

Have States gained from the 16th FC?

What have been the recommendations of the 16th Finance Commission? What taxes are shared between the Centre and the States? Why did the last Commission

revise vertical devolution to 41%? What had industrialised States such as Maharashtra, Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and Telan;

EXPLAINER

Rangarajan. R

The story so far:
he 16th Finance Commission
under the chairmanship of Dr.
Arvind Panagariya has
submitted its report for the
period of 2026-31. The Central
government has accepted its
recommendations with respect to
devolution of funds from Centre to States.

What were past recommendations?
The Constitution in Article 270 provides
for the scheme of distribution of net tax
proceeds collected by the Central
government between the Centre and the
States. The taxes that are shared between
the Centre and the States include
corporation tax, personal income tax,
Central Goods and Services Tax (GST),
Centre’s share of the Integrated Goods
and Services Tax (IGST) etc. This division
is based on the recommendation of the
Finance Commission that is constituted
every five years as per the terms of Article
280. This divisible pool, however, does
not include cess and surcharge that are
levied by the Centre. For the year,
2025-26, it is estimated that the divisible
pool constitutes only around 81% of the
gross tax revenue of the Centre after
excluding cess and surcharge.

Till the 13th FC (2010-2015), the
devolution involved specific transfers for
Centrally Sponsored Schemes (CSS) with
extensive conditionalities. The share of
States in Central taxes (vertical
devolution) was fixed at 32%. However,
since the 14th FC (2015-2020), the specific
transfers for CSS were discontinued and
the vertical devolution was increased to
42%. It was revised down to 41% in the
15th FC (2020-2026) due to the
reorganisation of Jammu and Kashmir
into two Union Territories.

The criteria for distribution amongst
the States (horizontal devolution) since
the 13th FC is provided in Table 1. As can

"“RABAD ZONE

GOODS & SERVICE TAX

'ONER, CENTRAL GST & CUSTOMS

v

GS

60008 4 $ERVICE 11

_ SN -
FILE PHOTO
The share for States

Till the 13th FC (2010-2015), the devolution involved specific transfers for Centrally Sponsored

Schemes (CSS) with extensive conditionalities

Table 1: Criteria for horizontal devolution amongst States

e 13thFC | 14thFC | 15thFC | 16thFC
2010-15 | 2015-20 | 2020-26 | 2026-31
Income distance 415 50 45 425
Population (1971) 25 175 -
Population (2011) = 10 15 17.5
Area 10 15 15 10
Forests - 75 10 10
Fiscal discipline 175 - -
Demographic performance - - 125 10
Tax effort - - 25
State's to GDP 10
Total 100 100 100 100
be observed, higher has been devolution, many States had pitched for

given for equity (income gap) and needs
(population and area) when compared to
efficiency (forests, demographic
performance and tax effort).

What were States’ d d

the continued dominance of equity
parameters in the criteria. Equally, many
States had recommended reducing the
weight assigned to ‘income distance’ as a
criterion. Industrialised States such as

ra, Gujarat, Tamil Nadu,

Firstly, as regards vertical devolution, 18
States had demanded that the States’
share be increased from the current 41%
to 50%. Few other States had demanded
an increase of 45% to 48%. Many States
had demanded the inclusion of cess and
surcharge in the divisible pool as well as
fixing a cap on cess and surcharge that
could be levied by the Centre.

Secondly, as regards horizontal

Karnataka and Telangana had
recommended the inclusion of States”
contribution to GDP among the
horizontal devolution criteria.

What did the 16th FC recommend?
With respect to the di d: di

demanded?

fix a cap on cess and surcharge or for
their inclusion in the divisible pool. These
instruments may also be needed to raise
resources for the Union to meet any
exigencies. Similarly, the FC
recommended retaining the States’ share
in vertical devolution at its current level of
41% considering three main reasons — the
States’ share in total tax revenues of the
country; that much of the spending of the
Union in CSS is anyway ultimately routed
to the States; and that the Union
government needs increased funds for
defence and infrastructure.

In its approach for horizontal
devolution, the FC was guided by two
principles. First, changes to each State’s
share in the portion of divisible pool
should be gradual. Second, due
recognition should be given to efficiency
and especially the States’ contributions to
growth. Accordingly, a new criterion of
State’s contribution to GDP has been
added. The weightage to this new
criterion as well as other criteria has been
assigned in such a way that it spells a
directional change without causing a
drastic shift in States’ shares.

Considering all the above factors, the
share of southern and western States has
marginally increased while the share of
big north and central States has
marginally decreased. Hence, one may
conclude that it is status quo as far as
vertical and horizontal devolution is
concerned with a directional change
towards providing due recognition for
efficiency. Additionally, the following
observations of the FC should be borne in
mind. The Centre should progressively
reduce raising revenues through cess and
surcharge. The States should make their
subsidies efficient and targeted, actively
pursue reforms in the power sector, and
rein in the levels of their fiscal deficit and
debt. The Centre and States should
undertake various public sector
enterprise reforms.
jan. R is a former IAS officer

vertical devolution, the FC opined that
under the present constitutional scheme,
it is neither permissible nor desirable to

Have States gained from the 16th FC?

T AT B 164 faT START & ATH g3 82

16th Finance Commission (2026-31)
16 fa=T 3TN (2026-31)

and author of ‘Courseware on Polity
Simplified.” He trains at Officers IAS
academy. Views expressed are personal.

THE GIST

v

The Constitution in Article 270
provides for the scheme of
distribution of net tax proceeds
collected by the Central
government between the
Centre and the States.

v

With respect to the demands
regarding vertical devolution,
the FC opined that under the
present constitutional scheme,
itis neither permissible nor
desirable to fix a cap on cess
and surcharge or for their
inclusion in the divisible pool.

v

In its approach for horizontal
devolution, the FC was guided
by two principles. First,
changes to each State’s share
in the portion of divisible pool
should be gradual. Second,
due recognition should be
given to efficiency and
especially the States’
contributions to growth.

e The 16th Finance Commission chaired by Dr. Arvind Panagariya submitted its report for

2026-31, and the Central government accepted recommendations on fund devolution to

States.

31, eRfde uamiaT & sregerar & 16d faw ST = 2026-31 & forg 3ot RO vRgd &1 SR

P PR A 4] B Y7 g&aiar vl Gl el Wier 3|
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What were past recommendations?
w1 2

e Article 270 provides the scheme for distribution of net tax proceeds between Centre and
States.
TG 270 H% 3R Il & T Y[ PR T P fIaR01 HT Wrae= Hal g

e Shared taxes include corporation tax, personal income tax, CGST, Centre’s share of
IGST etc.
TSN R} H PRUNR ¢RI, ATRITG ARBR, CGST 3R IGST F Fg 1 fyww i &

e The distribution is based on recommendations of the Finance Commission constituted
every five years under Article 280.
Ig fadRuT 3rgsdq 280 & d8d §X Urd 9y | fda far smahT ot Rioeiieil wR smenfyd gian 8|

e The divisible pool excludes cess and surcharge levied by the Centre.
fauTsy @ ¥ g gIRT AT T I SR RISt }MAS 81 gid |

o For 2025-26, divisible pool is estimated at about 81% of gross tax revenue after excluding
cess and surcharge.
2025-26 T Y 3R TS §eH & I1G AU Yo F& B IRA BT TTHIT 81% ¢ |

e Till the 13th Finance Commission (2010-15), States’ share in Central taxes was 32% with
conditional Centrally Sponsored Schemes (CSS) transfers.
133 fa= 3MANT (2010-15) T Al BT T 32% AT 3R Hiig yraifora AisrTait (CSS) &
1Y =Tl SRl BIell T

e The 14th Finance Commission (2015-20) increased vertical devolution to 42% and
discontinued specific CSS transfers.
149 fa=1 SMANT (2015-20) 7 TN T T 42% a1 3R CSS TXATARTT THI b |

e The 15th Finance Commission (2020-26) reduced it to 41% due to reorganisation of
Jammu and Kashmir.
159 fa=1 ST (2020-26) = TH-HIHR TS & HRUI S 41% B Q|

e Horizontal devolution criteria since the 13th FC emphasised equity (income gap) and needs
(population, area) over efficiency factors.
133 faT M & 91 &S fIdRur H HHEaT (MY 3idR) iR raxgewdrail (ST, &)
DI G&AT FRBI § 31w Agd faar T

What were States’ demands?

4 Bt A o Af?

¢ Regarding vertical devolution, 18 States demanded increase from 41% to 50%; some
sought 45%-48%.
iR faavur & gy & 18 Il A TR 41% A TTHR 50% B Pt T DI, Tald $© A
45%-48% 1 {1 Dl |

e Many States demanded including cess and surcharge in the divisible pool and fixing a
cap on cess and surcharge.

?ﬂmﬁﬁﬂvaﬁvmﬁaﬁﬁmwﬁmﬁmmﬁawﬁw;ﬁmmmﬁﬁm
|

e Regarding horizontal devolution, many States supported continued importance of equity
parameters.
aferst faavor & &3 Al A TuTar D! B Hed a9 I+ BT 99| faa

e Some States recommended reducing weight of income distance criterion.

$S Il A AT G ATEGS BT YR HH B ] RIGIR Bl |

e Industrialised States such as Maharashtra, Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and
Telangana suggested including States’ contribution to GDP as a criterion.

HERTY, ORTd, AHTATg, $ICD MR AT oY 3 Idl - Il & GDP IRIGH Pl
AFCE | A B DT gId fean|

What did the 16th FC recommend?
169 fa 3maRT A T RIwTiver #5172
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With respect to vertical devolution, the FC said it is neither permissible nor desirable to
cap cess and surcharge or include them in the divisible pool under the present
constitutional scheme.

FafeR faavor & dguf § o A a1 i aad Haune gaw & 99 3R wxarst o)
T AT 38 fAUTSy gar # =fire A1 7 9t W9 g ok 7 g sfal

These instruments may be needed for the Union to raise resources in exigencies.

3 re 3T uRkfRufoal o $g TRBR B WA FeM & AU {190 8 96hd ¢ |

The FC recommended retaining States’ share at 41% in vertical devolution.

TN A SHeateR faavor § ral o1 7T 41% 91 3@+ &1 R &t

This was based on three reasons — States’ share in total tax revenues, CSS spending
routed to States, and higher Union needs for defence and infrastructure.

g F RO TR STYUTRT YT — Fol B oG | Il DI [@IGRT, CSS & HIHAH | 4l Bl
B9 a1l o, 9T &l 3R gandl e & g o ot aegdt smazawarl

Approach to horizontal devolution

Cdl

The FC followed two principles — gradual changes in States’ shares and recognition of
efficiency and States’ contribution to growth.

3TN 3 &) Rigid 3T — Il & v o it ulad= 3R gardr @ Il & fera
TN I W=l |

A new criterion of States’ contribution to GDP has been added.

T4l & GDP RIGH &1 =141 G 11 7T |

Weightage has been assigned to bring a directional change without drastic shifts in
States’ shares.

YR Ry 59 g fosar a1 i fmeres uivad= g1 afe vl & fexd A se1 agaa A
3|

The share of southern and western States slightly increased, while that of large northern
and central States slightly decreased.

2feolt iR ufdnft Irsul &1 fevam disT ger, wafd a8 I SR Hen Iral $1 favar dist
ucT|

Overall, it is status quo in vertical and horizontal devolution with a shift towards
efficiency recognition.

T U ¥ SHeater g gferet faazor & gurfRufa 38, w garar i siftre wr=rar 37 @1 fa=m
o ggara ga|

Other key observations of the FC

T SmaT #t 3r=g Hgayt fewfrt

The Centre should progressively reduce reliance on cess and surcharge.

&5 B A9 3R TaTe wR e fiv-o0R o8 st kel

States should make subsidies efficient and targeted.

I B AfRTSt Bt yUTdt 3R afdra g9 Il

States should pursue power sector reforms.

It B! fagyga & GURY I 31 g1 ATl

States should control fiscal deficit and debt levels.

! B IS "TeT 3R BT W FHifya va anfgul

Both Centre and States should undertake public sector enterprise reforms.

Fg 3R Tl ST B rdwE &7 IUHHl H YR HA AR
o &1 AR Wauf=e AR 8|
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TOPICS COVERED 12 February 2026

1.

Release pendlng ¥3,000 crore under PMAY-G: Bihar to Centre
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Education Ministry pushes for
Al-led teaching and learning at
all levels by next academic year

A
NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Education
is working with the goal of
ensuring that artificial in-
telligence (AI) tools be-
come a part of teaching
and learning in one way or
another from the kinder-
garten to the research le-
vels by the next academic
year, officials said on
Wednesday.

Union Education Minis-
ter Dharmendra Pradhan
met with leaders of 10 lead-
ing start-ups using Al in the
ed-tech sector at a roundta-
ble discussion in IIT Delhi,
ahead of the government’s
Bharat Bodhan AI Con-
clave starting Thursday.

Officials told pressper-
sons on Wednesday that
the government will be
launching Bodhan Al dur-
ing the conclave, which is
expected to lead to digital

Dharmendra Pradhan

public infrastructure (DPI)
for the education sector as
awhole.

Mr. Pradhan said that
while the government was
already working to intro-
duce AI knowledge in cur-
ricula, the focus now will
be on delivering Al-assist-
ed applications, pushing
towards “Al-sovereignty”.
Applications include using
the tool for teacher capaci-
ty building programmes,
for preparing personalised
lesson plans based on con-

tent already produced by

institutions like the Nation-
al Council of Educational
Research and Training
(NCERT)and State CERTs.

The Education Minister
argued that while the go-
vernment had made signif-
icant efforts to take digital
devices and internet con-
nectivity to far-flung areas
of the country, the next
challenge is to use Al to de-
liver content to students in
these regions.

After the roundtable on
Wednesday, which was al-
so attended by Skill Deve-
lopment Minister Jayant
Chaudhary, Mr. Pradhan
posted on social media,
saying that the founders he
met were “home-grown”,
from “middle-class and
tier-III city backgrounds”,
“who are building indige-
nous Al stacks particularly
for transforming the edu-
cational landscape”.

Education Ministry pushes for Al-led teaching and learning at all levels by next
academic year

fren darey enTer Reifvre avf a@ I+ TRl W wan-smufya fRreror 3iv siftnma
&I 911 ¢l &

e The Ministry of Education is working with the goal of ensuring that artificial intelligence
(Al) tools become a part of teaching and learning in one way or another from the kindergarten
to the research levels by the next academic year, officials said on Wednesday.

Rrem HaTed SU 987 & 1Y HTH R 6T ¢ (o phAw gigwar (Tans) IusHRur oid eifores
Y T fhSTMMET ¥ AR Ry TR ab fordl 7 foell =0 o Rraron iR 31fme &7 fgwn o4 oM,
ABHINGT  FUIR DI Fal

e Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan met with leaders of 10 leading start-ups
using Al in the ed-tech sector at a roundtable discussion in IIT Delhi, ahead of the
government’s Bharat Bodhan Al Conclave starting Thursday.

Herg g v eifg g A IR J YE 81 9T WBR S HRE §14F T3S Slgad I
g mS3med) feeett & mfoid Ue Man Tl § Us-3¢o &7 H W3NS &7 IUUINT &3 a1 10
TG TIC-36 & Aarsfl & JaArbld o1 |
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Officials told presspersons on Wednesday that the government will be launching Bodhan Al
during the conclave, which is expected to lead to digital public infrastructure (DPI) for the
education sector as a whole.

HFYFHTNGT ¥ FUIR B THAHRI T gl {6 WBHR BI-aeid &b QR I TIATS a1 ST, oray
R e &7 & for faforea ufRie gwprear (hdteng) @ fazn & yofa 89 &t 3ufie 81

Mr. Pradhan said that while the government was already working to introduce Al knowledge
in curricula, the focus now will be on delivering Al-assisted applications, pushing towards
“Al-sovereignty”.

ff 94T 3 Pl b Safs IRPR U F &1 UTSUHH | WIS I M B W HTH R I8! 8,
3{d 4T QSIS -HET UTed SUaN &) e B 3R “T3Ms-Fiaxf-rdl” Bt foxm & am aga
TR B
Applications include using the tool for teacher capacity building programmes, for preparing
personalised lesson plans based on content already produced by institutions like the
National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) and State CERTSs.

v B fRiere ergar fmtor srdwal & o Iuwmvur &1 Iuai, qul safeaTd ure aeng
IR AT M B, S U5 & g e e o ufigror uRug (greidemd) ok
Mo RS S TR GRT TIR BT T8 RN TR SA1e1Rd S|

The Education Minister argued that while the government had made significant efforts to
take digital devices and internet connectivity to far-flung areas of the country, the next
challenge is to use Al to deliver content to students in these regions.

e =i 7 7 o for Safer TRBR 7 SV & GR-&31 &1 I FSfored IuasRum 3R e
PGl ugam & g Heaqul yur U €, anrelt g 37 85 & BTt b g ugE &
fore wang &1 ST HRAT |

After the roundtable on Wednesday, which was also attended by Skill Development Minister
Jayant Chaudhary, Mr. Pradhan posted on social media, saying that the founders he met
were “home-grown”, from “middle-class and tier-lll city backgrounds”, “who are building
indigenous Al stacks particularly for transforming the educational landscape”.

FYAR P! g3 MRS 93% & ale, Foras S faery v s Sesd off Sufia 2, S uam 3

Tqrora Hifgar &R Uik foran i o d=imge! § 98 e 3 “gm-uer, a9t ok feaR-n

ggﬁqgu&r”@r%, <3 IRy T ¥ A uRewa &1 dea & fow Wit Tang ®wy o
"
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Govt. plans guidelines on books by veterans

Ministry held a meeting to frame regulations for
both serving and retired personnel, says official

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

mid the controver-
A sy surrounding the

unpublished me-
moir, Four Stars of Destiny,
of former Army chief Gen-
eral MM. Naravane
((retd.), the Defence Minis-
try is working on detailed
guidelines for serving and
retired armed forces per-
sonnel who wish to publish
books in future.

The proposed guide-
lines will spell out the pro-
cess to be followed before
any manuscript is cleared
for publication.

A senior defence official
confirmed that a meeting
was held recently to frame
a new set of rules, during
which a detailed presenta-
tion was made. The up-
coming framework is ex-
pected to incorporate
provisions of existing ser-
vice rules as well as the Of-
ficial Secrets Act.

At present, there is no
single consolidated law
specifically governing
book-writing by retired Ar-
my officers. Instead, diffe-
rent legal and service fra-
meworks apply to serving
personnel and retirees. In
both cases, national securi-
ty and protection of classi-
fied information remain
the primary red lines.

There are no specific
service rules barring ex-
servicemen or retired Ar-
my officers from authoring
or publishing books. Ho-
wever, the freedom oper-
ates within a legal grey
area. The Official Secrets
Act (OSA) continues to ap-
ply for life, even after re-
tirement, making it a crimi-
nal offence to disclose
classified information, sen-
sitive operational details,
or any material prejudicial
to national security.

While retired personnel
are no longer governed by
the Army Act or Army

The Centre will lay down a framework that must
be followed before any manuscript is sanctioned

Fresh framework

The upcoming guidelines are expected to incorporate provisions
of existing service rules as well as the Official Secrets Act (OSA)

m At present, there is no single
consolidated law specifically
governing book-writing by retired
Army officers

® The 0SA makes disclosure of
classified information, sensitive
operational details, or any material
prejudicial to national security a
criminal offence

B The Act continues to apply to an
officer for life, even after retirement

Tricky words: LoP in the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi with a copy of
the unpublished memoir of former Army chief M.M. Naravane. PTI

Headquarters or the MoD,
depending on the nature of
the content.

Material relating to clas-
sified information, opera-
tional details, internal pro-
cedures, equipment
capabilities, intelligence in-
puts, or issues affecting na-
tional security or foreign
relations is strictly prohi-
bited. Even fictional works
may face restrictions if
they closely resemble real
operations or disclose
identifiable details.

rules in matters of publica-
tion, statutory laws remain
applicable. If a manuscript
contains operational or
sensitive details, authors
are expected to submit it to
the Ministry for clearance.
The relevant department
then verifies and cross-
checks the content before
granting approval.

For serving Army per-

sonnel, the rules are expli-
cit and mandatory. Service
rules and defence service
regulations require prior
written permission before
undertaking any literary,
political or remunerative
activity outside official du-
ties. Requests are routed
through a chain of com-
mand and may require
clearance up to Army

s
Lt. Gen. (retd.) D.P. Pandey
said, “When an Army per-
son retires, he or she is as
much a civilian as anyone
else but the facet of Official
Secrets Act remains. After
retirement, it largely
comes down to individual’s
maturity and judgment re-
garding what to write and
how to present it. One
should avoid writing on
matters that are classified

and not in open domain.
However, retired person-
nel are free to express their
personal opinions about
politics and matters of na-
tional security. If any con-
tent falls under the Official
Secrets Act, prior permis-
sion from the MoD is
required.”

He further mentioned
that in his view, material
that is already in the public
domain can be written
about. There is a laid-down
process within the respec-
tive Services to grant per-
mission for publication if a
book mentions issues relat-
ed to national interest. If
any information published
in a book is found to be in-
correct or unlawful, there
are legal provisions to deal
with such infringements.

On Tuesday, Gen. Nara-
vane endorsed Penguin
Random House India’s
(PRHI) statement that his
memoir has not been pu-
blished. PRHI clarified it

The OSA continues to apply for life, making it an
offence to disclose classified, or sensitive data

holds sole publishing
rights and that no print or
digital copies have been re-
leased or distributed. This
followed a First Informa-
tion Report by the Delhi
Police over alleged illegal
circulation of the unpu-
blished manuscript. The
row intensified after Con-
gress leader Rahul Gandhi
questioned  conflicting
claims, prompting the
PRHI to state that pre-or-
der announcements do not
amount to publication.

In the case of civil ser-
vants, the Centre had
amended the Pension
Rules for Civil Servants in
2021, prohibiting retired
officials in intelligence or
security related organisa-
tions to publish any infor-
mation related to their or-

ganisation without
clearance from the compe-
tent authority.

FIR OVER “MEMOIR’
» PAGE 4

Govt. plans guidelines on books by veterans

WPR §RT T4 AP B (! R e &1 G

e Ministry held a meeting to frame regulations for both serving and retired personnel, says
official
TR - YaRd 3R Ja1gd Gl Hial & o1 fFad s 8 6@ SHaiford &1, iRt A
Dl

e The Centre will lay down a framework that must be followed before any manuscript is
sanctioned

&% U 1 orar Fuffea s et urae faredt +f uigfaft & wiefa 3 ugd fasar smn
1T I
¢ The OSA continues to apply for life, making it an offence to disclose classified, or sensitive
data
OSA SIgTHR AN IedT §, o affgra a1 Yaga=iia STt o7 GarT BT SURTY & SITdl §
e Amid the controversy surrounding the unpublished memoir, Four Stars of Destiny, of former
Army chief General M.M. Naravane (retd.), the Defence Ministry is working on detailed
guidelines for serving and retired armed forces personnel who wish to publish books in future.

Ud O UHE S-Rd TH.TH. FRGUI (JaT-qa) S SYBIRIT 3BT Four Stars of Destiny B1
A faaTe & o, e HATag Hiaw & YA IR B &1 ST 39 aTdl JaRd 3R
JaTgd IIRA T ST & forg faxga feznfcen R & #R @11

e The proposed guidelines will spell out the process to be followed before any manuscript is
cleared for publication.

TRaTiad feRmAasr fadt o uigfaf & verem & fog Jeit O ugd SuATs ofiF arelt ufshar &1
WY B

e A senior defence official confirmed that a meeting was held recently to frame a new set of
rules, during which a detailed presentation was made.

Ue IRY & SHRBHR A gfY 3 b 511 81 H U Fawi &1 #ial qaR $3 & iU 96 g3,
forer fagd oregfer <t s

o The upcoming framework is expected to incorporate provisions of existing service rules as
well as the Official Secrets Act.

m a%%r H TicleT TaT adl & Y- Official Secrets Act & WIAYTH! &I AT fHT
&gl
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At present, there is no single consolidated law specifically governing book-writing by retired
Army officers.

A § FaTHgd I ISR gRT Jdd g &1 ARy ®U ¥ a3 & a1 s 06
TAfed BT el g
Instead, different Iegal and service frameworks apply to serving personnel and retirees.

T o1y, YARE BT IR YT TR - ST AR AaT g AL 2

In both cases, national security and protection of classified information remain the primary red
lines.

a1 & Tl J, 5T GREM SR aHifepd STHaRT 31 R THE HIHTE a1 36 & |

There are no specific service rules barring ex-servicemen or retired Army officers from
authormg or publishing books.

1 TG 1 SABINGT DI YRl fora= AT THIRIT B o b dTcl bl [
a1 g T8 5
However, freedom operates within a legal grey area.
gIClifah, T Tcl=1cll Ueb bTfril SR & ob Hiek Heftferd il & |

The Official Secrets Act (OSA) continues to apply for life, even after retirement, making it a
criminal offence to disclose classified information, sensitive operational details, or any
material prejudicial to national security.

Official Secrets Act (OSA) JaTgRI & a1 1} SHaHR AN I8 &, o aifdrd STHHRT,
ﬂéﬁ?ﬂaqﬁeﬂ?ﬁm 7 IS JRE b Ul e fobdl Hit Al b1 GeArar B SRS
SRTY & ST B 1

While retired personnel are no longer governed by the Army Act or Army rules in matters of
publication, statutory laws remain applicable.

Y YaTgd Bl THIRM Haeh AEal § 3@ Army Act 1 341 g gR1 3 =181 81,
IS P A& &

If a manuscript contains operational or sensitive details, authors are expected to submit it to
the Ministry for clearance.

fe; fradt urgfaft & uftaras ar Gag-=ita faavor gF, f At 9 oem ot o § 3 3 I TRt
& o T 1 URgd B

The relevant department then verifies and cross-checks the content before granting approval.
TS faumT Wieha <A @ uge Sl 1 S iR i R |

For serving Army personnel, the rules are epr|C|t and mandatory.

QIR 1 BT & fore Fgw @y SR sifart

Service rules and defence service regulations require prior written permission before
undertaking any literary, political or remunerative activity outside official duties.

a1 gy SR e a1 faf gy snfiwiie ddat & areR fadt of arfefdes, Jerifaes ar
uifie Tfafafd ¥ uge foRad srgafa &t 7 #d &

Requests are routed through a chain of command and may require clearance up to Army
Headquarters or the MoD, depending on the nature of the content.

RNY HHTS DI AT & ATEAH I Ao ST g 3R I B Uhfd & STAR Army
Headquarters a7 MoD I Ho[l &1 STaRgehdl gl gl g

Material relating to classified information, operational details, internal procedures, equipment
capabilities, intelligence inputs, or issues affecting national security or foreign relations is
strictly prohibited.

aiffepd S RY, TR=Ter faaRvl, 3fidikes Ufshanall, U &warail, Qithar s, a1 e
TR e e el ) il B O HEl @ Geiftid T T @ vistd 2|

Even fictional works may face restrictions if they closely resemble real operations or disclose
identifiable details.

g1 o fob Breuf~es T o ufdeedl &1 I o el © afe 3 ardfde il T srafs
T WIeit g 91 U anyg fdarur Uabe &Ha 8l

Individual’s judgment

Cdl
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Lt. Gen. (retd.) D.P. Pandey said, “When an Army person retires, he or she is as much a
civilian as anyone else but the facet of Official Secrets Act remains.

A SRt (Qarge) St 1idT 3 Fg1, “od SIS 1 %1 Afd Ja1iged gidT 8, dl I8 31
foaft off safaa ot ave AR §iaT 8, Afeh Official Secrets Act &1 Ugd &1 38T 7

After retirement, it largely comes down to an individual's maturity and judgment regarding
what to write and how to present it.

Jargfl & S1E, T8 ST 88 dd Afad &1 aRTear 3R Fofg w AR Fvar g f Fn fore @
3R Y HY Ugd BT 5 |

One should avoid writing on matters that are classified and not in the open domain.

fad B 37 A W ferg ¥ 941 T1fgT St arffepd § SR raeie &3 H gl 8 |

However, retired personnel are free to express their personal opinions about politics and
matters of national security.

Tclifch, JaTi-ge B eI SR AP FREM & AHT! TR U RN I Fed PRA & for
ECRE RS

If any content falls under the Official Secrets Act, prior permission from the MoD is required.”
I ®1 It Official Secrets Act & 3faifd 3T 8, A MoD ¥ Ud SR 3Ma<a® g1

He further mentioned that in his view, material that is already in the public domain can be
written about.

I S HTT b 37 faR & S areht ugd § Aaeie &9 § 8, 39 W fora1 o 9l g
There is a laid-down process within the respective Services to grant permission for publication
if a book mentions issues related to national interest.

IS PIs JIH R A IS eI &1 I HRl &, Al UHIRE BI 3gHfa a7 & fore deifda
Jarsft & Feifia gl

If any information published in a book is found to be incorrect or unlawful, there are legal
provisions to deal with such infringements.

Hﬁﬁﬁwﬁmﬁémwm 3faY TS St 8, ff T Ieare! 9 e & forg
BT TG §

On Tuesday, Gen Naravane endorsed Penguin Random House India (PRHI)’s statement
that his memoir has not been published.

TR &, SR -Raul 3 Pengum Random House India (PRHI) & 39 S99 &1 gaH fawar
% 3T STHBYUT THIRIT T8 88 8

PRHI clarified it holds sole publishing rights and that no print or digital copies have been
released or distributed.

PRHI = T¥ {531 fo 39 U1 THAT UHRM ISR § IR B1s fHic a1 fefiea ufaar st an
faafed e &1 715 5

This followed a First Information Report by the Delhi Police over alleged illegal circulation of
the unpublished manuscript.

Tg SYHIRIT UGl & FHUT 3ae TR WR el gierd gRT &S First Information Report &
dlq g3l

The row intensified after Congress leader Rahul Gandhi questioned conflicting claims,
prompting the PRHI to state that pre-order announcements do not amount to publication.

fdaTe dd IS g3 Se BRI a1 1gd M 7 IR faR1edt gral o Fara 33T, fSies &1 PRHI
g1 fb Th-3M1SR DIV YT & sRIeR Tl & |

In the case of civil servants, the Centre had amended the Pension Rules for Civil Servants in
2021, prohibiting retired officials in intelligence or security related organisations to publish any
information related to their organisation without clearance from the competent authority.

ifae Yool & A H, Fg 7 2021 T Rifaa Yot & vz Famt o e foar, fored gftean
T YR AT W11 & Jar-ga SHfABTRAT B Hefd MiSHRT &1 Sl & 9T 3 A e I
Teferd P W STHPRI UhTRId B ¥ Ufasferd forar man
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Elections in Bangladesh:
looking towards the future

Which are the two major blocs competing in the Bangladesh elections? What is the referendum for?

1 SE—

The story so far:

he fate of the ‘Second
Liberation’ of Bangladesh shall
be decided on February 12, the

day of its general elections.
Around 12.7 crore voters are going to cast
their vote for 300 seats of the Jatiya
Sangsad (National Parliament) and for a
national referendum on the July charter.

‘Who is contesting in this election?
Actotal of 2,034 candidates, including 275
independents, are contesting this
election. There are 80 candidates from
the minority Hindu community and 85
women candidates. There were 17 Hindu

MPs in the 2024 Jatiya Sangsad. Currently,

there are 59 registered political parties in
Bangladesh, of which 51 are participating
in the elections. There are two major
blocs - the Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP), and a 11 party alliance which

includes Jamaat-e-Islami and the National
Citizen Party (NCP) among others. The
BNP is contesting for 292 seats out of the
300, leaving the remaining seats for its
coalition partners. Jamaat is contesting in
224 seats; they have no women
candidates, and only one Hindu
candidate. The NCP, a youth party that
emerged after the July Revolution, is
contesting in 30 seats.

What is the Awami League’s status?
The Awami League (AL), which was the
party of the ousted former Prime Minister
of Bangladesh Sheikh Hasina, has had its
registration suspended by the Bangladesh
election commission. In May 2025, the
interim government headed by Mohd.
Yunus banned all activities of Awami
League under the Anti-Terrorism Act.
According to Transparency International
Bangladesh, 1,785 cases had been filed
nationwide against AL activists and
supporters as of November 19, 2025. AFM

Bahauddin Nasim, joint general secretary
of the Awami League, told The Hindu on
February 8, that the party has boycotted
the election and instructed its supporters
not to vote. Ms. Hasina has maintained
that the elections are undemocratic, and
that a large section of the population will
boycott the polls.

What is the national referendum?
Apart from the general elections, citizens
are also required to vote “Yes” or “No” on
the July charter. After the ouster of Ms.
Hasina, following mass protests against
her government, in 2024, faith was
reposed in Nobel Laureate Mohd. Yunus.
Mr. Yunus was appointed Chief Adviser to
the interim government and also made
chair of the National Consensus
Commission (NSS). The NSS was to
suggest structural reforms to the state
which include constitutional, electoral,
and judicial amendments. Of the 166
recommendations of the NCC, 84 were

taken up forming the “National Charter of
July 2025”. Major reforms in the charter
are centred around making constitutional
bodies more independent, proposing a
bicameral legislature, and increasing
women’s representation in parliament. If
the “Yes” vote prevails then the newly
formed parliament will be bound to
implement the charter’s provisions within
180 days. Ifits “No”, then the risk of
one-party rule and weak institutions will
loom over Bangladesh’s future.

What have been India’s observations?
India was invited by Mr. Yunus as an
observer for the elections. More than 330
international observers, double that of
the previous controversial 2024 elections,
have been invited as observers. India is
yet to confirm this invitation.

India remains the largest trading
partner of Bangladesh in South Asia.
Many infrastructure and connectivity
projects like the Kolkata-Khulna,
Agartala-Akhaura, Haldibari-Chilahati as
well as the 1,000 MW electricity export to
Bangladesh and the Tripura-Comilla
power link are the strategic pillars of this
bilateral relationship. However, since the
2024 regime change, there has been a
degree of ambivalence between the two
nations. Only time will tell how the
relationship will progress between the
two neighbours.

Tabshir Shams is a postgraduate student
from South Asian University, Delhi.

Elections in Bangladesh: looking towards the future

e # g9 HiTsy 1 3R d@d §¢

The fate of the ‘Second Liberation’ of Bangladesh

e B gadt gfwr &1 ufasy

e The fate of the ‘Second Liberation’ of Bangladesh will be decided on February 12, the day

of general elections.

TAATST DI ‘G Gl BT U 12 BRA DI g1 a1 STH FATEl 8 7 GRT|

e Around 12.7 crore voters will vote for 300 seats of Jatiya Sangsad (National Parliament)

and a national referendum on the July charter.

THT 12.7 BRI AdGIdT 300 Hic! el ST WG U1 Fers 91ex W AP STHT HIT D

fore Taem S|

Who is contesting in this election?

ERECICR:

B gPpraa J 27

o A total of 2,034 candidates, including 275 independents, are contesting.

el 2,034 IWteaR, foH 275 Pty wfte 8, 9910 @ie @ B

e There are 80 Hindu minority candldates and 85 women candidates.
344 80 f¥g sreadeI®d

e There were 17 Hindu MPs in 2024 Jatiya Sangsad.

3R 85 Aigan Irfigar g

2024 $ ST WHg A 17 fFg wivg U

e There are 59 registered political parties, of which 51 are participating.

$d 59 Usitpa

T ? RFY A 51 I B UM AR B

THE GIST

v

Atotal of 2,034 candidates,
including 275 independents,
are contesting this election.

-

The Awami League (AL), which
was the party of the ousted
former Prime Minister of
Bangladesh Sheikh Hasina, has
had its registration suspended
by the Bangladesh election
commission.

v
Apart from the general
elections, citizens are also

required to vote “Yes” or “No”
on the July charter.

e Two major blocs are Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) and an 11-party alliance

including Jamaat-e-Islami and National Citizen Party (NCP).
3 UG TTEEYE § — U1t (BNP) 3R 11 &l @1 Teae= forad sHTa-u-
gt 9 AvFa fRafes = urdf (Nep) e |1

o The BNP is contesting 292 seats, leaving the rest to allies.

BNP 292 ¥} IR gHTa @S ¥& 8, AW e geaifi &1 & 78 g

e Jamaat is contesting 224 seats, with no women candidates and only one Hindu
candidate.

ST 224 el W 19 S 61 &, o oI5 afgar swficar 161 ok saa ta fig
Srfigar &
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The NCP, a youth party after the July Revolution, is contesting 30 seats.

NCP, S T ifd & dTg U ga1 urdt g, 30 el W 1T @3 W6 2|

What is the Awami League’s status?

3rarHt ot ot fRufa w82

The Awami League (AL), party of former PM Sheikh Hasina, has had its registration
suspended by the election commission.

gd g g gt @t urdf srandt < o1 ushieur fRefaa s oo man gl

In May 2025, the interim government led by Mohd. Yunus banned AL activities under Anti-
Terrorism Act.

TS 2025 H HIgWe 9 & g arelt Al PR 7 Srdwarg FRive fifraa & dga
JrarHt o wR wfase @ e

1,785 cases were filed against AL activists till November 19, 2025.

19 T4SR 2025 dF 3faTHI ThT HrRIFatsit w 1,785 ATHA gt gU|

AL has boycotted the election and asked supporters not to vote.

3T T A gATa BT afeseR fran SR gud@! O gae 9 H1 B Fal

Sheikh Hasina called the elections undemocratic and predicted large-scale boycott.

G FHAT A AT BT S@AIBAiHD TN 3R AU PR &1 d1d Hal |

What is the national referendum?

AP AT | 1 82

Citizens will vote Yes/No on the July Charter along with elections.

AR AT & 1Y JaATg T16x R /AT HAGH Bl |

After 2024 protests and Hasina’s ouster, Nobel Laureate Mohd. Yunus became Chief
Adviser of interim government and head of National Consensus Commission (NCC).

2024 F faRiy yeRAl iR g1 & Ue=gd g1 & 91 Aidd fasar Higwe g9 Safka
PR & TSI AASR MR AP WA AR F 7@ T

Out of 166 NCC recommendations, 84 formed the National Charter of July 2025.
166 RIGTRE & A 84 A JeTs 2025 BT IAFTT ATER ST

Maijor reforms include independent constitutional bodies, bicameral legislature, and
increased women representation.

T GURT # o HauT=e GRITe, f§ae-ta due ok afgansit @1 adt g8 Hrfier wft
gl

If “Yes” wins, parliament must implement reforms within 180 days.

g «gl Sftadl 8, O TUg B 180 fat & JUR AW FH=A gl

If “No” wins, risk of one-party rule and weak institutions will persist.

gfe «IgY” Siiadl 8, ) Thca Iy W 3R FHSIR HRITSHT BT @1 57 R

What have been India’s observations?
YR & T 3daIh 78 872

India was invited as an election observer by Mohd. Yunus.

Higwe T 3 URd 3 gA1d THaed & U § i foan

More than 330 international observers, double the 2024 elections, were invited.

330 ¥ 3ire SfaRRTPIT wHder®, S 2024 AT A A §, SR fhu MUl

India has not yet confirmed participation.

R A 3nft gfy T Y 81

India is Bangladesh’s largest trading partner in South Asia.

HRd &f&ror TR & T &1 9ad JS1 AURe 9EieR ¢

Key connectivity projects include Kolkata—Khulna, Agartala—Akhaura, Haldibari-Chilahati,
1,000 MW power export, and Tripura-Comilla link.

T T TR B BIAaPBTal-geaT, STRAdAT-3RART, geaiaTs - RIemgret, 1,000
WiraTe faerelt fafa, Sik BrqRr-wiftren foie wita
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e Since the 2024 regime change, relations show some ambivalence.

2024 % 1 UREd & a1¢ Toitf § o Sfifdraar 3eh wE ?1

o Future of India-Bangladesh relations depends on evolving political developments.

HRd-

TN Yyl o1 HiAsy IoHIfae geareps R Ak s

Trump’s Venezuela attack a footnote in
West’s history of imperial plunder

Writers argue why Latin American underdevelopment should be seen as a structural byproduct of western development, of mainly Britain in the

17th to the early 20th centuries, and the US. from the 19th century onwards

Suhit K. Sen

n even the most liberal western

commentary, U.S. President Donald

Trump’s invasion of Venezuela

presages the destruction of a
rules-based international order, which
itself presumes that nations are equal. It’s
actually a footnote in the bloody and
barbarous history of the colonial
subjugation and rapine of the world by
the ‘West’.

Latin America has been savagely
pillaged for over half a millennium,
beginning with Christopher Columbus’s
landing in 1492. What followed was a
genocide in which the autochthons were
either killed or enslaved to work at
extracting their own natural resources for
the benefit of Europe.

‘Civilising’ mission

The magnificent civilisations of the
Mayans, Aztecs and Incas were razed as
European “civilisation’ was transplanted
in its place. In A History of Venezuela,
Guillermo Mordn recounts this history
from an unabashedly Eurocentric
perspective, lauding the theft of a country
and a continent as a civilising mission in
which well-intentioned priests and
benevolent conquistadors brought the
fruits of European enlightenment to
savages stranded on the lowest rungs of
the civilisational ladder.

There are references to cruelties, but
those remain in metaphorical
parentheses. There is a recognition that
the native civilisations played some role in
the shaping of Venezuela, through
cultural intermingling and miscegenation.
But Morén’s perspective prevents him
from recognising forced assimilation as
just another face of barbarous
extermination or banishment to the

ns.
Morén’s history of the 19th and 20th

centuries, independence from Spain and
since, notes the preponderance of
dictatorship over democracy in
Venezuela. But since he can’t see the
structures of colonialism/imperialism and
neocolonialism/neo-imperialism, he
attributes this to the temperament of the
people. Nor can he recognise, in the
underdevelopment of the region, the
structural role of colonialism and
neocolonialism.

Indictment of colonialism

Eduardo Galeano makes up for these
lacks in his searing indictment of
colonialism in Open Veins of Latin
America: Five Centuries of the Pillage of a
Continent. Framed in dependency theory,
Galeano’s story sees Latin American
underdevelopment as a structural
byproduct of western development, of
mainly Britain in the 17th to the early 20th
centuries, and the U.S. from the 19th
onwards.

But Galeano’s is not a bloodless
accounting of political economy. It is a
rich history of peoples that takes readers
on a journey from the barbarities of
Francisco Pizarro, the illiterate
pig-breeder who was given Spanish
imperial licence to forage for empire, to
the slick boardrooms in U.S. metropolises
which provoked and financed coups and
massacres every time a Latin American
dispensation tried to forge a path to the
development of its nations and peoples.
Galeano notes with satisfaction the efforts
of the Cuban revolutionaries to construct
not just an independent economy that
worked for all the people, but a just
society that was bound by the ties of
fraternity and cooperation. It also notes
the manner in which U.S. corporate
interests funded the coup d’état through
which Augusto Pinochet overthrew the
legitimate socialist government of
Salvador Allende. The U.S. state

generously provided training to the
putschists.

Coups, and aftermath

Naomi Klein provides agonising details of
the manufactured coup in The Shock
Doctrine: The Rise of Disaster Capitalism.
In its quest to subordinate and exploit
Latin America, the U.S. propped up the
bloodiest of dictators who were willing to
do its bidding. The British did the same in
the 19th century and till World War II
destroyed its empire and made it a
second-rate power.

The development of the core of the
world capitalist system, based on the
export of the infinitely squeezed surplus
value of the peripheries, which is
precisely what keeps them
underdeveloped and immiserised,
required draconian comprador regimes
that would keep people — labour power —
terrorised and industries denationalised.
Galeano shows wonderfully through
theory and human stories how
metropolitan economic centres
plundered natural resources and labour
to first fire capitalism and then extend it.

The Venezuela story

Gregory Wilpert takes the Venezuelan
story forward to 2006, providing a critical
account of Hugo Chavez’s attempts to
break free of the stranglehold of the
capitalist-imperialist system and build a
national economy and society that
worked for the poorest. In Changing
Venezuela by Taking Power: The History
and Policies of the Chdvez Government, he
concluded that while the ‘Bolivarian’
project was a beacon to the world on
account of the possibilities of democratic
socialism it contained, it was incomplete,
and beset by internal contradictions and
external besiegement, again stoked by the
U.S. state. There was no unambiguous
hope, Wilpert concluded presciently, that

the revolution would bear fruit.

There were three main arenas in which
Chavez and his party promoted
participatory democracy: politics, society
and the economy. In trying to remould
the political system as more
people-centric, Chavez introduced a new
constitution in 1999. It made provisions
for more accountable governance by
including two more branches for
auditing, introduced referenda for
legislation and recall, which were
unsuccessfully deployed against him, and
decentralised power to communities. In
the economic sphere, the Chavez
dispensation gestured at workers’ role in
managing industries, promoted the
cooperative movement, nationalised
some industries, including partially the oil
sector, though he failed to curb the
dependence on oil, which kept the
economy vulnerable to sudden shocks. In
the social and economic sector, the
Chavez administration made a major
break by providing constitutional
guarantees for women and indigenous
people. He also expanded urban and
rural land reforms to give entitlements to
the poor, buttressing these with reform of
the state health and educational systems.

The failure of the Venezuelan way, as
compared to the Cuban path, can be
explained largely by geopolitics. Cuba had
the benefit of a bipolar world and thus
Soviet assistance; in Chavez’s unipolar
world of U.S. hegemony, there was just
the unremitting ‘enemy action” of the
hegemon and its allies, and no source of
succour. And fifth columnists like Maria
Corina Machado at hand to derail the
experiment. This prompted an
authoritarian turn.

For the moment, though, another
western capitalist assault has won
another battle, hopefully not the war
humanity must wage.

The author is a historian and journalist.

Trump’s Venezuela attack a footnote in West’s history of imperial plunder

€U BT AUl W gHAT UFHH & ATHISIATE! 90T & $fagT &1 T Pedle

o Writers argue why Latin American underdevelopment should be seen as a structural
byproduct of western development, of mainly Britain in the 17th to the early 20th
centuries, and the U.S. from the 19th century onwards
AT BT aF § [ Afe sk &1 sifds™ 1 ufdpdt o™ 1 te wRaaers uRomm
T ST AR, PReaa: fae=T gy 178 | wRfres 20 wrared) o, 3R smif¥eT gRT 104t

At & 916 9

U.S. invasion of Venezuela and colonial legacy
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Even liberal western commentary says U.S.
President Donald Trump’s invasion of
Venezuela threatens the rules-based
international order based on equality of
nations.
IR ufgyHt fewfory & orfuR off srfvat
SIHIITS €U $T A-UaT IR 3TH01

[ Bt T IR TR Fra-smenfa
SARRTEI TEARIT B TR H STerell 6|
It is seen as a footnote in the violent
colonial history of western domination of
the world.
=3 fay R ufteh vya & fEe shuf~afkre
S8 $1 TP 3T {1 ST 3|
Colonial destruction of Latin America

afest s 31 shufafie faam

Latin America has been exploited for over half a millennium since Christopher Columbus
landed in 1492.
qfe ARt o1 N0 1492 H FFe IR Sidad & AN A nsht Tgwrsd & rf¥re wug

G ERIREE

This led to genocide, slavery, and extraction of natural resources for Europe.

TR, ST 3R RIU F fore urepfas Jmet o1 2wy gan|

‘Civilising’ mission

Y 9T BT =

Great civilisations of Mayans, Aztecs and Incas were destroyed and replaced by European
civilisation.

T, TP 3R SHT Jaral Y 9¥ B QR Jugar RiTfd &1 15|

Historian Guillermo Morén portrayed colonial conquest as a civilising mission by priests
and conquistadors.

fireE 1R 3 3nufaRe fova o urefval iR fasarsit gRT 99 9911 &1
fore samn|

He acknowledged some cruelty but framed colonialism as cultural intermixing and
assimilation.

I S HRa13l Bl WieR fbar, W ufafiedr &) aivpfae fsor 3k smeram & &
T TR fasa|

His perspective ignored forced assimilation and structural colonial exploitation.

JH] PV TAYdP STHATT 3R TS NUfAfRre MWor B ToR 3 BT g |
He attributed Venezuela’s dictatorships and underdevelopment to people’s
temperament, not colonial structures.

IEI AU B AFTRITEY 3R TABRT BT FRUT AR & [qHTT BT §ara, 7 i siufale
RIS B

Indictment of colonialism

o1 foiar

Eduardo Galeano’s book “Open Veins of Latin America” strongly criticises colonialism.
TGATST AN B QR 3N 37 3w dfe smfker shufafmd &) ddt sreram
RG]

Using dependency theory, he argued Latin America’s underdevelopment is a structural by-
product of western development, especially Britain (17th-20th century) and the U.S.
(from 19th century).

ffar Rigia & SruR 3% el & dfe smife &1 sifder uf3nft faer &1 We-eas
ufvomy 8, faRive faeq (17820 T<h) siiv syt (194 Tt ) |
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Galeano described brutality from Francisco Pizarro’s conquests to U.S.-backed coups
and massacres in Latin America.

RIS A Wikt iRt & faera & der smfveT wafa aearude 3R RYgRI a6 &1
Rl BT qui foaT|

He praised the Cuban revolution’s effort to build an independent and just society.

I2I FYET Pifd W 3N Ayl AT AT & TarRT B U= o

He noted U.S. corporate support for the coup by Augusto Pinochet against Salvador
Allende and training to the putschists.

I FedTS R 3 & f@eP TR fU= & dediuee # SRS pruie I+ 3R
fasifRal ot uikieror &1 Iy fama |

Coups, and aftermath

TEATIeC 3R 9P URUmA

Naomi Klein in “The Shock Doctrine: The Rise of Disaster Capitalism” describes details of
manufactured coups.

TR FATE 7 “g TP Sifae: g AW Th fEurer Fiefasn ¥ $iw ¥ A 941¢ 71U
T&ATIAE BT qui- foaT |

In its effort to dominate Latin America, the U.S. supported brutal dictators willing to serve
its interests.

afeT smif¥erT R Uy@ & Tar # ST A B aRmEl &1 qud foan St 39 Rl 3t
JaT R U

Britain also followed similar practices in the 19th century until World War Il, after which
its empire declined.

e 7 ot 10t Wl A < fay g a9 A & iferar srons, s a1 39@T ISy
PHHSR BT

The global capitalist system developed through extraction of surplus from peripheries,
keeping them underdeveloped and poor.

Ay doftare) sgawn ufvdha &= A Siftiw & wiwor w anerfia o, S 3 sifgewfa sk
T 54 8|

This required authoritarian comprador regimes that suppressed people and
denationalised industries.

3% AU qUABTRY GaATd JMRIAL BI STaRgdHdr 2t St ST B GaTe Iad 3R ST BT
ATRIHRT FHTE el |

Galeano showed how metropolitan economic centres exploited labour and resources to
expand capitalism.

ST 3 feaman f gt enffe sl = o7 iR TATeH! &7 90T IR goiarg &
o

The Venezuela story

AAGEAT BT BT

Gregory Wilpert analysed Hugo Chavez’s efforts to break capitalist-imperialist control
and build a pro-poor society.

IR faed A g 91w & Yshard-ararsaard! fa=or & gad gF ik e Juds war
T & JaTEl BT fazeiwo fosan|

In “Changing Venezuela by Taking Power” (2006) he said the Bolivarian project showed
possibilities of democratic socialism but remained incomplete.

«3FSRT IAgEaT a1 b uraR” (2006) # S He1 fob drettania aikarerT diedife
TUTSETE Pt AHTGATS fe@ardt 8, W e 3

The project faced internal contradictions and external pressure, especially from the U.S.
g GRS Siiafve faRiuryTEl 3R 918t garq, faviues smfver |, 3 ol &1

Chéavez promoted participatory democracy in politics, society and economy.

AT A IS, AT MR SrduawyT & Hg Ul dipad & Serar fean|
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¢ Heintroduced a new Constitution in 1999 ensuring accountability, referenda and
decentralisation.
I5i 1999 ® 4T WA @R fvar, S d Sraraedt, s g ok fadsieor znfira i
o Economically, he promoted worker participation, cooperatives and partial nationalisation
including oil sector.
3T w0 ¥ I 4fire HRfieR), WeeTt siigia o aa & afed Sfifkre wgiameur &1
gerar e
o However, dependence on oil remained, making the economy vulnerable to shocks.

iR oft der wR FAaivar 3+t ), o srfeawit et & ufa Gaeehia &t

e Chavez introduced constitutional guarantees for women and indigenous people and
expanded land, health and education reforms.

Tt 3 wfgarsit iz snfearRal & forw waenfe iR T qut yfYy, warea ik Rran
JUR a1 fbu|

Why the Venezue[ar] path struggled
Tisd Tl JTeRd g

e Cuba succeeded partly due to Soviet support in a bipolar world, while Chavez faced a
unipolar U.S.-dominated world.
a1 3! fgydta fay ® wifdaa quds e, Sefe ads & veydia smivet yy@ ard fay
H JIHAT hRAT US|

o Persistent external pressure and internal opposition pushed Venezuela towards
authoritarian tendencies.

AR qTE<Y aTd 3R Siafe faRie 3 I guar & wwrard) ughma @1 ok Y|

e For now, another western capitalist intervention has won a battle, though not necessarily
the war for humanity’s future.

;mmm%wsﬁ?mmmauﬁwa@évﬂa?ﬁ%mwaﬁ&mmaﬁ
|

NATO launches ‘Arctic Sentry’
mission after Greenland crisis
Wds Hde & q1g ATel 7 ‘3Mhfed
HeT fire 3= fean

e NATO on Wednesday said it had
launched a new mission to bolster security in
the Arctic, in a move to assuage U.S.
President Donald Trump after he backed off
claims on Greenland.

ATel A UIR P! BT o T SAThfed H JR&

TS B & 18 U =11 e O foan ©, g

Hed Mkt SIFIITS €U B 3™ B
¥ forg I3 T § o 31 WAdS WR SuA gral
Ul ge U

e NATO said the “multi-domain activity”

BRUSSELS
NATO launches Arctic Sentry’
mission after Greenland crisis

NATO on Wednesday said it had launched a new mission to bolster
security in the Arctic, in a move to assuage U.S. President Donald
Trump after he backed off claims on Greenland. NATO said the
“multi-domain activity” would initially pull together work already
being carried out by alliance members in the region. AFp

P TH Y JHfT BN

would initially pull together work already
being carried out by alliance members in the
region.

Tel - %o fob g “Heel-S A Tfafafer uRy
&7 T 13§y Haw! gRI1 g ¥ fobu o 38 Sraf
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BNP accuses Jamaat-e-Islami of
trying to buy votes before polling

The accusation was made after a Jamaat leader was caught with nearly 74 lakh taka (55 lakh) in Saidpur airport in north

Bangladesh; the Islamist party said the incident was a ‘staged drama’ to project the party in negative light ahead of the vote

Kallol Bhattacherjee
DHAKA

ours before poll-
l-ling, the Bangla-
desh Nationalist

Party (BNP) on Wednesday
accused Jamaat-e-Islami
(JeD) of attempting to sabot-
age the election process by
using money power.

The accusation was
made after a Jamaat leader
was caught with nearly 74
lakh taka (%55 lakh) in Said-
pur airport in north Ban-
gladesh.

Jel said the incident was
a “staged drama” by law
enforcement agencies.

“At a time when all
banks, financial institu-
tions, business transac-

Poll fiasco: Residents walking past a campaign banner of a
Jamaat-e-Islami candidate in Bangladesh’s Jessore district. AFP

tions and activities are
closed to prevent illegal fi-
nancial dealings in the
election, naturally, ques-
tions are arising everywh-
ere - from what source did

the top leader of Jamaat in
one district obtain this vast
amount of money, for what
purpose, to whom was it
intended for, and why was
he travelling from Dhaka to

Thakurgaon on the eve of
election,” said Mahdi
Amin, spokesperson of the
BNP’s Election Steering
Committee, alleging that
there have been reports of
Jamaat leaders distributing
cash in multiple other con-
stituencies including Dha-
ka-15, where JeI's chief Sha-
fiqur Rahman is contesting
the election.

The BNP and Jamaat,
which were coali-
tion partners during 2001-
06, are pitted against each
other in the absence of the
Awami League, whose ac-
tivities remain banned.

Over the past several
days, the two parties have
clashed on multiple occa-
sions and on Tuesday in

Bogura, a BNP leader was
injured after he was alleg-
edly attacked by Jamaat
supporters. Mr. Amin ac-
cused Jel of collecting
bKash financial transfer
numbers and Voter IDs of
citizens and planning to
hand over cash to voters.
“The Saidpur Airport inci-
dent cannot be viewed as
an isolated event,” said Mr.
Amin. He added that “a
particular party” is accum-
ulating “domestic wea-
pons” and intimidating
voters.

Jamaat held a press con-
ference soon after the inci-
dent was reported and said
concerted attempts were
being made to project the
party in negative light.

BNP accuses Jamaat-e-Islami of trying to buy votes before polling

dieadt 7 AaeH ¥ Ugd THI-T-3XATHT UR diT Wi &1 HIFRAL BT SRIT S-IT

e The accusation was made after a Jamaat leader was caught with nearly 74 lakh taka
(%55 lakh) in Saidpur airport in north Bangladesh; the Islamist party said the incident
was a ‘staged drama’ to project the party in negative light ahead of the vote
g 3RIY I AT 4T ofd IR i BT 3 R TP U +dl & U o
TRIYT 74 ARG THT (55 TG) SRTAE BT T; 9 SXATH UTET A H5T {6 I8 ge1 die 3 ugd
el Bl FHRIAS €0 H U B & 18 T 1 gt AT’ |

o Hours before polling, the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) on Wednesday accused
Jamaat-e-Islami (Jel) of attempting to sabotage the election process by using money
power.

TdeM ¥ $3 He Ugd, TATSRT ARMIRE UTdf (BNP) 7 §HdR &I STHTI-T-3XATHY (Jel) TR
YIS BT SUANT B JATd UichaT DI T B BT 3RIY TRIAT|

o The accusation was made after a Jamaat leader was caught with nearly 74 lakh taka
(%55 lakh) in Saidpur airport in north Bangladesh.

g TS T T 96 IR TG & HZGYR §aTg g TR U STHIT T & U J T
74 ATE €H1 (T55 A1E) SRIAG (Y Y|

o Jel said the incident was a “staged drama” by law enforcement agencies.

Jel 7 g1 {5 T8 AT BIFA Udd- TolRidl gRT 1 71 U “IdT 3T ATed” |

e “At a time when all banks, financial institutions, business transactions and activities
are closed to prevent illegal financial dealings in the election, naturally, questions are
arising everywhere — from what source did the top leader of Jamaat in one district
obtain this vast amount of money, for what purpose, to whom was it intended for, and
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why was he travelling from Dhaka to Thakurgaon on the eve of election,” said Mahdi
Amin, spokesperson of the BNP’s Election Steering Committee, alleging that there
have been reports of Jamaat leaders distributing cash in multiple other constituencies
including Dhaka-15, where Jel’s chief Shafiqur Rahman is contesting the election.

“Sq TG o 33t AT -2 1 A  Fow Tt Ao, Far=ity TRUTHT, STawI -2
3R Tafafiat 9 &, @ WrHifds w0 A g1 SHTE JaTd I3 I8 § — T a8 oird & 2 A 3
a1 981 4RI for Hia § U 1, foh 3= 9, fhd g1 & e, ofR 98 g9 &1 gd T R
TTHT A STHMa HI o1 3% U, Agat oA, FieTdl &t saeR™ Wt $AE & vadar 3
Fel, T8 3RIY @I U fob STep1-15 Tfed Fs o fata &af #, Jet Jel W@ MBIH IGHH
19 IS IR §, STHIT Aa13i gRT A gic Bt RUlE g1
The BNP and Jamaat, which were coalition partners during 2001-06, are pitted against
each other in the absence of the Awami League, whose activities remain banned.

BNP 3R SIHTd, S 2001-06 & SR T3SUT TR ¥, 36 Th-gak & I &, Iaid arit
d, Rt TRfafrat vfesfe ¥, srufid 21
Over the past several days, the two parties have clashed on multiple occasions and on
Tuesday in Bogura, a BNP leader was injured after he was allegedly attacked by
Jamaat supporters.

e o3 fo § <l o B8 aR s g § 3R HTeaR &) aRRT & T Sedt AT SR IR
R orATd FHd®ST & g0 & grd g1 T
Mr. Amin accused Jel of collecting bKash financial transfer numbers and Voter IDs of
citizens and planning to hand over cash to voters.
st 3 F Jel R ANIRD! & bKash faxiia TRIER &R 3R AdcraT Uga U3 THH o3 aul
TGS B g o BI AT S BT RIT T
“The Saidpur Airport incident cannot be viewed as an isolated event,” said Mr. Amin.
TSGR §ATS 3T U B! Th TH-YTH g1 & U H g o1 S Tebval,” &t 3 3 FeT|
He added that “a particular party” is accumulating “domestic weapons” and
intimidating voters.

FE B

Jamaat held a press conference soon after the incident was reported and said
concerted attempts were being made to project the party in negative light.

e o1 RUIE 3 & TR 91 THTT 3 Th U B1p Y &1 3R BT fb Uref Bl THRIEAS U 7
O 37 & fore gRaifora v feu s R |
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Tajikistan president’s long absence

from public raises health questions
]

Agence France-Presse
DUSHANBE, TAJIKISTAN

Tajikistan’s long-time lead-
er Emomali Rakhmon has
not appeared in public for
two weeks, raising ques-
tions about the health of
the president of the Cen-
tral Asian nation bordering
Afghanistan and China.

Mr. Rakhmon came to
power of the poor moun-
tainous ex-Soviet republic
at the start of a five-year ci-
vil war that erupted in
1992, a year after Tajikistan
declared independence.

A Soviet-era cotton farm
boss, he played a key role
in ending the conflict and
has ruled the nation with
an iron fist ever since —
casting himself as a gua-
rantor of stability to a pop-
ulation traumatised by war
and fearing destabilisation
from Afghanistan.

Tajikistan’s main TV channel broadcast songs with sombre melodies
this week — a Soviet-era practice when leaders fell ill or died. AP

The last time live images
of the 73-year-old were
aired was on January 28
during a meeting with se-
curity chiefs.

The two-week absence
is unusual given Mr. Rakh-
mon has built a cult of per-
sonality and his move-
ments are meticulously
reported by the govern-

ment-controlled press.

On Monday, an old vi-
deo posted on his official
social media accounts
further stoked questions
about his health.

“No one is eternal. But
who ensures the immortal-
ity of parents? Their chil-
dren, provided they are
well-raised, their grand-

children and great-grand-
children. If we raise them,
educate them, and give
them a trade, they will per-
petuate our name,” Mr.
Rakhmon said in the video.
It was not clear when it
was filmed.

The country’s main tele-
vision channel has this
week broadcast songs with
sombre melodies and pu-
blished a photo of Mr.
Rakhmon on a black back-
ground with the quote,
“The man of the Sun Dy-
nasty”. In the Soviet Un-
ion, sombre music was of-
ten broadcast when
leaders fell ill or died.

In another unusual
move, the presidential ad-
ministration — which never
publishes Mr. Rakhmon’s
schedule ahead of time —
announced that he would
attend “numerous events
... in the coming days.”

Tajikistan president’s long absence from public raises health questions

arfeifewar & Igufd #1 Ardeie sita= | ddl srgufRufa F wara W Jara

¢ Tajikistan’s long-time leader Emomali Rakhmon has not appeared in public for two
weeks, raising questions about the health of the president of the Central Asian nation
bordering Afghanistan and China.
& A9 THT ¥ AT gHAETE IGEI &l Tig ¥ o w0 ¥ i@ T8 feu E,
oY SR 3R Fi9 &1 T & &1 59 Aed TR 4% & Iyufd & Wy W Ja1d

RERGEA

e Mr. Rakhmon came to power of the poor mountainous ex-Soviet republic at the start of
a five-year civil war that erupted in 1992, a year after Tajikistan declared independence.

o TG 7 1992 T L= gU UM qHIT g &1 Yo3HTd & 39 TRIe Uddid gd-Hifagd TRt

DT A1 FUTEHT, S AA(BIAT BT WA DI Y0 & U I qlg g |

o A Soviet-era cotton farm boss, he played a key role in ending the conflict and has ruled
the nation with an iron fist ever since — casting himself as a guarantor of stability to a
population traumatised by war and fearing destabilisation from Afghanistan.
THITa-g01 & HUN BIH TG 38 Sai4 GuY &) JHE d3- § Agayol YT fAus iR a9 @
IR e B g T I [HA1 8 — G B g W SHEd R ABIRAT O SRR I &
Tl SMTETET 3 ford fRRRAT &7 TR Sarn g

o The last time live images of the 73-year-old were aired was on January 28 during a
meeting with security chiefs.

73 U a1 B Sifaw IR A13a AR 28 SEERY B YRET ™! & WIY d6H & SR YHIRd g8

off|
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The two-week absence is unusual given Mr. Rakhmon has built a cult of personality
and his movements are meticulously reported by the government-controlled press.

g S TWTg &1 UM ST § Fifeh ot Iaei = saforded U &9 § 3R 3ab!
Tfafafers @ TR TReR-Frfa 9 R faxar 3 < ot 31

On Monday, an old video posted on his official social media accounts further stoked
questions about his health.

HIR DI 3% ATTUBIS Fi=ra Hifsar @ral W uRe foar 1 T R difsar 396 @y
P AP FaTd! Bl AR HSHTAT B

“No one is eternal. But who ensures the immortality of parents? Their children,
provided they are well-raised, their grandchildren and great-grandchildren. If we raise
them, educate them, and give them a trade, they will perpetuate our name,” Mr.
Rakhmon said in the video.

“His Ut SR T8 5| Afh ATa-faT o SRl S AT HRa1 82 I 9=, TG 3 | aRE
T U7 ST, I Ul 3R TRUId | afe 89 35 UTel, FRIfard &Y 3fR 1S U= &, A o §HR 19 &I
3 gl ff wawE A difsar § warl

It was not clear when it was filmed.

g Wy -Tol U1 f 38 D feamar man o1l

The country’s main television channel has this week broadcast songs with sombre
melodies and published a photo of Mr. Rakhmon on a black background with the
quote, “The man of the Sun Dynasty”.

SN & g7 Telifaer a9 A 39 g TR Al ard Ha Teid feu iR e gEyH wR st
TEHH DT AR USRI B, o TR IGO0 AT, “G AT S § T ST |

In the Soviet Union, sombre music was often broadcast when leaders fell ill or died.
Hifaga " H, 99 a1 R Usd A 1 TR 1d 3, 99 R TR Fifia wamia fasar simar o
In another unusual move, the presidential administration — which never publishes Mr.
Rakhmon’s schedule ahead of time — announced that he would attend “numerous
events ... in the coming days.”

TS 3 3R Ha H, APAf TR — S Bt +ff ot T@HIF &1 BrdshH ugd I yebTiRid
g1 BAl — A IV B! foh I “311F arel G & H3 BHRIGAT H YN o7 |
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HRA & 1Y TN TR 3RS a1 @ Gag=aiied aeq8 gers 1
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ITM U AU FH 981 IPd 8, 39 R 3o ¢ RreR @
3. | No reduction in States’ share in tax devolution, FM asserts in Lok Sabha
IS &b BT FEATARUT H HIS HHI 81, AeaHT A fa W= &1 gran
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guie ¥ fagr fiel o1 98 siws i afed #R wign ot it o+t 78t
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Hrdiems SMUR A=A 3ART Siiad & T 3 &1 9ruan 8
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fUod =@ A HRQIATS BT YR A A HfeD gor
7. | SMEs unfamiliar with capital markets, lack intermediaries: SEBI
Yoil IoTRI A Ui vauds, Al &t Sl It
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Frafa e, R IR | 1o aa
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Sensitive items out
of US. statement
on deal with India

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

The U.S. on Wednesday
backtracked on changes it
made to the India-U.S. joint
statement and the White
House factsheet on the In-
dia-U.S. framework for the
interim agreement on
trade, removing references
to ‘pulses’, ‘agricultural
products’, ‘digital service
tax’ and Indian ‘commit-
ments’ on investing $500
billion. The references,
which were not in the ori-
ginal joint statement, had
led to questions being
raised in New Delhi.
Opposition leaders
asked the government to
clarify its position after of-
ficials had categorically
said that sensitive agricul-
tural items were not in-
cluded in the deal and that
India had “intended” but
not given a binding com-
mitment to investing $500
billion in American pro-
ducts over a period of five
years. “India will eliminate
or reduce tariffs on all U.S.
industrial goods and a
wide range of U.S. food and
agricultural products, in-
cluding dried distillers’
grains (DDGs), red sorgh-
um, tree nuts, fresh and
processed fruit, soybean
oil, wine and spirits, and
additional products,” the
corrected factsheet read.
“India intends to buy
more American products
and purchase over $500
billion of U.S. energy, infor-
mation and communica-
tion technology, coal, and
other products”, a line
which earlier also included
“agricultural” products.
The External Affairs Mi-
nistry did not respond to a
question on whether the
government or the Indian
embassy had reached out

Taking back

The references had raised
concerns after not being pres-
entintheoriginal
India-U.s. joint %S
statement  &°

Dropped references:
B Pulses

| Agricultural products

W Digital service tax

B ‘Commitments’ on
investing $500 billion

to the U.S. government to
request the changes. The
U.S. did not issue any state-
ment before quietly
amending the two docu-
ments available online.

Meanwhile, the U.S.
Trade Representative’s of-
fice deleted another entry
related to the India-U.S.
deal. The social media post
showed a map of India in-
cluding in it Pakistan-Occu-
pied Kashmir and Chinese-
controlled Aksai Chin. This
is in line with India’s offi-
cial map but runs counter
to the U.S’s official maps
that show the two regions
as “disputed territory”.
The post had led to the
question of whether the
U.S. was changing its posi-
tion in India’s favour.

U.S. Trade Representa-
tive Jamieson Greer told
Fox News on Wednesday,
“India has already started
winding down purchases
of Russian energy products
and are already ramping
back up purchases of
American energy and oth-
er sources.”

The government has not
so far denied the U.S. con-
tention that it has given up
Russian oil, saying only
that its policy is to “diversi-
fy” energy procurement
and this would be in “na-
tional interest”.

Sensitive items out of U.S. statement on
deal with India

HRA & 1Y T IR ARG Ta 4
HdgA=Md avqu geTs T8

e The U.S. on Wednesday backtracked on changes it
made to the India-U.S. joint statement and the White
House factsheet on the India-U.S. framework for the
interim agreement on trade, removing references to

‘pulses’, ‘agricultural products’, ‘digital service tax’ and
Indian ‘commitments’ on investing $500 billion.
SARPT 7 FYIR & AR W 3fARA IHhd & forg
YRA-3MRST TYa 94 3R FTge T8 d0F &
o T uRacH! W Ul ged gU aler, ‘P SIS,
f$forea da1 ¥ 3R $500 fafere oy Hdedh wRda
Yiaagarsll & dgy ger faul

¢ The references, which were not in the original joint
statement, had led to questions being raised in New
Delhi.

g deH, S ga ¥gad 99 | T8 9, 718 feeedt & uy oA
&1 BRI 4|

e Opposition leaders asked the government to clarify
its position after officials had categorically said that
sensitive agricultural items were not included in the deal
and that India had “intended” but not given a binding
commitment to investing $500 billion in American
products over a period of five years.

faueft Adefl 7 PR T 301 3G WY B D] Hgl, o
FYHINGT ¥ WP FU F HgT U1 {6 Yagi=ia iy awqd
THgd o 2fAe 8T off ok YRa A urg auf & smfRat
Il § $500 faferas R &7 &1 “gRIer Samm o1, R
DRI Ufdagdl el af ot

¢ “India will eliminate or reduce tariffs on all U.S.
industrial goods and a wide range of U.S. food and
agricultural products, including dried distillers’ grains
(DDGs), red sorghum, tree nuts, fresh and processed
fruit, soybean oil, wine and spirits, and additional
products,” the corrected factsheet read.

“URa Tt AR SNl axgait ok smfvat @ aut
PV @G B! TP favqga §@e R, 54 dried distillers’
grains (DDGs), red sorghum, tree nuts, fresh and
processed fruit, soybean oil, wine and spirits dT 3=
IaTE XM §, Yoob JHT T HH B, TN deaas
o &gl T[T

¢ ‘“India intends to buy more American products and
purchase over $500 billion of U.S. energy, information
and communication technology, coal, and other
products”, a line which earlier also included
“agricultural” products.

AT T TR WEfTes!, SIaT aul 30 Sdme! & $500

faferam ¥ sifte ) Tie &1 R1e1 ¥adT &7, 39 Ufdd o ugd “oiy Iare +f wnfia 3

e The External Affairs Ministry did not respond to a question on whether the government or
the Indian embassy had reached out to the U.S. government to request the changes.
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= darre™ 3 59 Uy W ufafehar 761 € fh 1 WRER a1 YR gara A gRadH! & SRy
¥ forg skt WHR I WU foar o1l

The U.S. did not issue any statement before quietly amending the two documents available
online.

T U GIFl GXdTdell & gUAg TRNeH $HR ¥ Ugd ARG A $is 991 okt Tat b
Meanwhile, the U.S. Trade Representative’s office deleted another entry related to the
India-U.S. deal.

39 o4, smfvet R ufafaft srafaa 3 yRa-smfkeT gasid 9 W6fid T o= ufafd ger
dh

The social media post showed a map of India including in it Pakistan-Occupied Kashmir
and Chinese-controlled Aksai Chin.

TRre HifEar e & URd &1 Ue Tt feaman man o urfear-siftigd $RHiR 3R -
IBRIEGEESIEACE RIIEGDT

This is in line with India’s official map but runs counter to the U.S.’s official maps that show
the two regions as “disputed territory”.

g YRA & ATAGTRG AT & &Y g, AfchT 3Rt Sfies1e AFfe & fausid 8 ot
A Q! &t @1 “faaTfed & & U H gid B

The post had led to the question of whether the U.S. was changing its position in India’s
favour.

39 URE - I8 U TS1 {1 o r 3mfeT YRd & Uel H 3104 39 9¢d 8T 3

U.S. Trade Representative Jamieson Greer told Fox News on Wednesday, “India has
already started winding down purchases of Russian energy products and are already ramping
back up purchases of American energy and other sources.”

IR yfafAfY S MR 3 9UaR &1 Fox News & @81, “YRd 7 A g =41 Sl
IdTe! Bt WG HH HAT = B a1 7 3R SMARDT FHeil aut 3= Fial &t Wi Ia1 @I 81"
The government has not so far denied the U.S. contention that it has given up Russian oil,

saying only that its policy is to “diversify” energy procurement and this would be in “national
interest”.

WHR 7 3(F dP HRDT P 37 319 BT Yo gl fhar § i 3T w4 91 B fean 8, haat
SO FE1 § [ T Afa Soit wie # fafaefie=or #t § iR g <ffa fea & g
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Two-day tech summit to
explore how enterprises
can boost their resilience

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Government officials, aca-
demics, and industry lead-
ers will come together at
the The Hindu Group’s
Tech Summit 2026 on Fe-
bruary 12 and 13 to deliber-
ate on various issues at the
intersection of technology
and governance, building
resilience in industry, and
the challenges and oppor-
tunities from Artificial
Intelligence.

Titled “Continuity Un-
broken: Building the Archi-
tecture of Resilience in a
Connected World”, the
summit’s first day will focus
on enterprise resilience
and governance with key
features being data privacy
in biometric platforms,
technology-led disaster re-
covery, evolution of next-
generation governance and
compliance frameworks,
and cyberresilience in an
Al-driven world. The se-
cond day will examine top-
ics like Al-first digital trans-
formation, integrated data
security management,
state perspectives on tech-
nology-driven  economic
growth, and the develop-

&y VIT

‘f .’B
THE HINDU
TE -1
SUMMIT

2026

CePapsamay by

ment of industry-ready ta-
lent for an Al-driven future.

The event will be inaug-
urated by G. Viswanathan,
founder and Chancellor,
Vellore Institute of Tech-
nology. He will also deliver
the keynote address. Raju
Vegesna, chairman and
managing director, Sify
Technologies, will deliver a
special address.

The panel discussions
will explore resilience not
merely as risk mitigation
but as a structural capabili-
ty embedded within organ-
isational DNA.

Dr. Viswanathan said
that India had long excelled
in theoretical knowledge
but had often fallen short
in practical knowledge. “A
leading model we can draw

inspiration from is Germa-
ny,” he said, adding that, in
Germany, candidates seek-
ing to teach in universities
of applied sciences are re-
quired to have at least five
years of professional expe-
rience. Stating that VIT was
one of the first institutions
to have mandated that a
part of every course was to
be delivered by industry
experts, he pointed out
that VIT had ensured that
industry professionals and
senior leaders actively par-
ticipated at various levels,
including the Academic
Council and the curricu-
lum design committee.

The summit is support-
ed by Skylar Information
Technologies, KBR, Tally,
and Virtusa as associate
partners; G Square as real-
ty partner; CIO as know-
ledge partner; MMA as in-
dustry partner: Startup
Singam as  ecosystem
partner; Nexus as gift
partner; and the Govern-
ment of Karnataka as State
partner.

The event
will  be
streamed
newsth.live/
THTSYTI1

Two-day tech summit to explore how enterprises can boost their resilience

I AT AT $A 91 Ihd &, 9 W ¢l-fiafy 7o Rrar a@e=

o Government officials, academics, and industry leaders will come together at The Hindu
Group’s Tech Summit 2026 on February 12 and 13 to deliberate on various issues at the
intersection of technology and governance, building resilience in industry, and the challenges
and opportunities from Artificial Intelligence.

WHRT HYBRI, FRefag 3R FENT SITd & AT The Hindu Group’s Tech Summit 2026 §
12 3T 13 WA} B THA i, SigT WeNfIb! 3R R & TH, I H e fafor, qur
P gfSwr I Iad FHIfaal 3R ¥Rl IR Idt & oMt
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Titled “Continuity Unbroken: Building the Architecture of Resilience in a Connected
World”, the summit’s first day will focus on enterprise resilience and governance with key
features being data privacy in biometric platforms, technology-led disaster recovery, evolution
of next-generation governance and compliance frameworks, and cyberresilience in an Al-
driven world.

“Continuity Unbroken: Building the Architecture of Resilience in a Connected World”
i arat 39 RRER THeE & Ugd fod &1 b fig g ardiam= iR = g, s
IAAfCE Wewid d ST Mu-Tad], M-SR STl gAuiad, sFTel tigh & e 3R
U Gd BT faT, T TSE-URd givar & ArseRr e uga fawa 8|
The second day will examine topics like Al-first digital transformation, integrated data security
management, state perspectives on technology-driven economic growth, and the
development of industry-ready talent for an Al-driven future.

R o was-uyw f3forea ufkadH, Thiepd SeT QRef Ueed, Mrenfiet-0fkd enfiie fawmg iR
At & TP, TUT TSSO Ufawr I forg ITT-daR wfauT & fasry S fawall o == gt

The event will be inaugurated by G. Viswanathan, founder and Chancellor, Vellore Institute
of Technology.

Y HHH BT Igure Sl fAYATyE, IS IR FaArdufd, IR §&lege 3iTp eaars
R fopar STa |

He will also deliver the keynote address.

I% g2 HIwoT ot

Raju Vegesna, chairman and managing director, Sify Technologies, will deliver a special
address.

o] AT, e 3R veY e, Ryw eaarei, Ry Tates S

The panel discussions will explore resilience not merely as risk mitigation but as a structural
capability embedded within organisational DNA.

e AT AT Bl Had SEH R0l & ¥ § 781, sfews WieTds - | fAfgd s
TRAIHD &HAT b U H TN |

Dr. Viswanathan said that India had long excelled in theoretical knowledge but had often
fallen short in practical knowledge.

&1, {3y A Fel o YR dd T ¥ Sgifde I9 § IHT 6T §, Afd1 A1 I &
SRR Ul X8 T B

“A leading model we can draw inspiration from is Germany,” he said, adding that, in
Germany, candidates seeking to teach in universities of applied sciences are required to have
at least five years of professional experience.

TP UHE AISH ool §H IRV o 9hd &, 96 SIHHT &, Soi1 o1, 3R Sl fas St o
IR faqe fayfaserdl & g & 58 SWIGAR! & U HH ¥ HH Uid a9 &7 Ukax
3FYT BT ATITF B

Stating that VIT was one of the first institutions to have mandated that a part of every course
was to be delivered by industry experts, he pointed out that VIT had ensured that industry
professionals and senior leaders actively participated at various levels, including the
Academic Council and the curriculum design committee.

gg Fd1d gU o dlensct 3 uga TRIMl & I U T o gX UTeushd &1 Udh U I favivsi
GRT UGl ST e fasan, 319 &gl f dlengdt = ug gy fara far Iei 9xiar sk aly
T fafie Wi R, s e e ufkve SR UredshH feog afifa wnfid §, afea wu ¥
YT o |

The summit is supported by Skylar Information Technologies, KBR, Tally, and Virtusa as
associate partners; G Square as realty partner; ClO as knowledge partner; MMA as industry
partner; Startup Singam as ecosystem partner; Nexus as gift partner; and the Government
of Karnataka as State partner.

3 FRReR T &) Jgarh HifieR & ¥4 § ThISaR SHIARA SaTarsie, SareR, e
3R o, Raed yrfier & w0 & ot @R, 39 Hiier & &0 § Hendsit; ST wrfier &
¥U H THEHT; URfRUfdH dFf HReR & ¥U H W3 RiH; IugR HrificR & ®U # Ae99:
3R T UifieR & ©U & Sfed SR &1 g0 U g1

The event will be live streamed on newsth.live/THTSYT1

TE BRIDBH newsth.live/THTSYT1 TR TTsd T fobar Sima|
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No reduction in States’
share in tax devolution,
FM asserts in Lok Sabha

Minister counters Opposition, says that resources that will be transferred to the States is estimated

at 12544 lakh crore; Constitution gives Centre authority to collect cesses and surcharges, she adds

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

nion Finance Minis-
U ter Nirmala Sithara-

man on Wednesday
dismissed allegations by
Opposition members that
the Centre was not trans-
ferring 41% of the divisible
pool of taxes to the States,
as mandated by the 15th Fi-
nance Commission, assert-
ing that the required
transfers were made every
year.

The 15th Finance Com-
mission had recommend-
ed that for 2020 to 2026,
the Centre should transfer
41% of its divisible pool of
taxes to the States, which
the Centre had accepted.

“Often, we are accused
of not transferring the 41%
that the 15th Finance Com-
mission has recommend-
ed,” Ms. Sitharaman said in
the Lok Sabha, during her
reply to the debate on the
Union Budget.

“I assure you, it is 41%
that we have transferred to
the States. We have not re-
duced any State’s devolva-
ble tax,” she said.

The Union Finance Mi-
nister said the total re-
sources to be transferred
to the States, including the
devolution and under Cen-
trally sponsored schemes,

Q This Budget has
been prepared

as the first Budget in the

second quarter of the 21st

century... So, this Budget

covers a lot of issues from

2026 to 2050
NIRMALA SITHARAMAN

Union Finance Minister

was estimated at ¥25.44
lakh crore for 2026-27.
“This entails an increase
of ¥2.7 lakh crore over
2025-26 and is ¥3.78 lakh
crore more than the ac-
tuals of 2024-25,” she said.
“The 16th Finance Com-
mission analysed the
States’ share transferred by
the Centre to the States
from 2018-19 to 202223
and concluded that in each
of these years, the devolu-
tion made by the Centre
exactly matches the re-
commendation of the 15th
Finance Commission,” Ms.
Sitharaman added.

Devolution pool

She said that it was the
Comptroller and Auditor-
General (CAG) that audited
the Centre’s finances and
decided what the net pro-
ceeds of the Centre were,
after subtracting from the
gross tax receipts the cess-

es and surcharges collect-
ed by the Centre.

“Out of that, have we
transferred 41% of the di-
visible pool, that is what
should be looked at, not
the gross tax revenue,” the
senior BJP leader said.
“The Constitution gives the
Centre the authority to col-
lect cesses and
surcharges.”

The Finance Minister
sought to counter charges
levelled by Opposition
members that the Centre
was shrinking the divisible
pool of taxes by focusing
more on cesses and sur-
charges, which the States
cannot gain from.

“The cesses and sur-
charges are collected for a
particular purpose such as
health cess, education
cess, road cess,” Ms. Sitha-
raman said. “These do not
benefit the Centre, they go
to the States in terms of

building schools, hospitals,
roads in the States.”

Medium-term Budget
The Finance Minister ex-
plained why the Union
Budget included several
announcements that were
aimed at the medium and
long term.

“This Budget has been
prepared as the first Bud-
get in the second quarter
of the 2ist century,” she
said.

“So, this Budget covers a
lot of issues from 2026 to
2050. We are also starting
the new five-year cycle of
the new Finance Commis-
sion and therefore the esti-
mates are largely on the re-
commendations of the 16th
Finance Commission,” she
said.

“By doing these [longer
term  announcements],
which are leading us to-
wards the medium and
long term, we are also con-
tinuing our push in build-
ing infrastructure,” she
said.

“It is not just roads and
National highways, we are
also looking at waterways
so that the cost of logistics
can come down and States
that are in the hinterland
will have the advantage of
moving goods faster at a
lesser cost,” she said.

No reduction in States’ share in tax devolution, FM asserts in Lok Sabha

IS4l P BT gETAR0T § HIS HHI AT, epaHT A fa=r w=i &1 gran

Minister counters Opposition, says that resources that will be transferred to the States is
estimated at ¥25.44 lakh crore; Constitution gives Centre authority to collect cesses and

surcharges, she adds

T A fques &1 SaTe od gU Fel o Tl Bl geaiaid fbT S arel Se! &1 3HH 225.44
ARG PUS ¢; I WSl fb GAUT Bg B! SUPT 3R TUUR Teha H1 &7 ISR S 2
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Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on Wednesday dismissed allegations by
Opposition members that the Centre was not transferring 41% of the divisible pool of taxes
to the States, as mandated by the 15th Finance Commission, asserting that the required
transfers were made every year.

Fera fam vt fedar Harmor 2 gyar & fauer & Iewil & 39 SR ST AT a6 dg
T B FAUTST B Gl BT 41% 1 ¢ 38T 8, 941 % 159 famr sman gy et fova mmam
3R &gl {3 Smaxads gXiaRul g ay fary MU B

The 15th Finance Commission had recommended that for 2020 to 2026, the Centre should
transfer 41% of its divisible pool of taxes to the States, which the Centre had accepted.

159 a1 T = ReTR=T o1 2t {5 2020 | 2026 TH Hx U TTUT B T BT 41% AT
I AR DY, oY b = WIpR fobar T

“Often, we are accused of not transferring the 41% that the 15th Finance Commission has
recommended,” Ms. Sitharaman said in the Lok Sabha, during her reply to the debate on the
Union Budget.

“3FIR Y TR SRIY T 911l § b 89 153 faxd SINT GRT AT U 41% BT GIXATARUI g
Fd,” Al HIRAV A AFAHT H A goic R 959 & Sd1e H gl

“| assure you, it is 41% that we have transferred to the States. We have not reduced any
State’s devolvable tax,” she said.

B TP MY BT §, TH IAS4! DY 41% &) gaiand favan g1 gom fosht ot Trsa &
TR FR & HH Tel B §,” I91 Bl

The Union Finance Minister said the total resources to be transferred to the States, including
the devolution and under Centrally sponsored schemes, was estimated at ¥25.44 lakh
crore for 2026-27.

e fad w2 A gt o gRaiaR 0T SiR Fg wraiford aierTei 9fgd 9l &1 gxaiaiRd fey o
I A T BT STAM 2026-27 F T 225.44 AR FRAS B

“This entails an increase of ¥2.7 lakh crore over 2025-26 and is ¥3.78 lakh crore more than
the actuals of 2024-25,” she said.

“Tg 2025-26 B A H 2.7 AR PRIS B ik 8 AR 2024-25 & IRATAP 3fihe! I 23.78
ARG HRAS 3P §,” I FeT

“The 16th Finance Commission analysed the States’ share transferred by the Centre to the
States from 2018-19 to 2022-23 and concluded that in each of these years, the devolution
made by the Centre exactly matches the recommendation of the 15th Finance
Commission,” Ms. Sitharaman added.

“16d fa< SMART 1 2018-19 | 2022-23 TP b5 GRI U Bl GHIAR 3R BT fageivr fpar
3R Frar fAaTa o 371 Ude aol | g gRT fohan a1 geaiaRur 159 famt ST o1 Rywiivar &
T aRe A Tl 8, At Hareur 3 Siren

Devolution pool
faursg s q@

She said that it was the Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) that audited the Centre’s
finances and decided what the net proceeds of the Centre were, after subtracting from the
gross tax receipts the cesses and surcharges collected by the Centre.

I Fel o Fordae ud weTaaT e (CAG) $g &) faiy R &1 e ufierur sar &
3R THd R Wl § q % gRT THHAT SUPBR 3R fUYYR gem & 918 Y o fAuifa
RG]

“Out of that, have we transferred 41% of the divisible pool, that is what should be looked at,
not the gross tax revenue,” the senior BJP leader said.

I T 1 g FAHTST Ta BT 41% SIaidiRd fba1 8, Tl 31 ST =1fey, 7 i T 3
T, Gy HISTdT AdT A HaT|

“The Constitution gives the Centre the authority to collect cesses and surcharges.”
“HIAYTT % BT IUB SR YR THF T B SHUBR AT 51"

The Finance Minister sought to counter charges levelled by Opposition members that the
Centre was shrinking the divisible pool of taxes by focusing more on cesses and
surcharges, which the States cannot gain from.
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foa o=t 3 fquer & 371 SRIGH &7 o1aTd 33 B HIR BT {6 Fg Iud 3R RUR W 34w
& THR fUST HR g P! 9T 38T 7, o) Tl &1 ary et et

e “The cesses and surcharges are collected for a particular purpose such as health cess,
education cess, road cess,” Ms. Sitharaman said.

“JUBR IR AR TF [ 3570 & oIT vl fort Sl & o) e Iuah, Rrem Iuahv,
"D SUBY,” IHc YdRA A Bl

e “These do not benefit the Centre, they go to the States in terms of building schools, hospitals,
roads in the States.”

"1 Y H% B el FArerdr, 3 Tl B o d, SRYATH 3R TSP §91 & U H Isdl I 91 § 1

Medium-term Budget
AHH-3afY qoie

o The Finance Minister explained why the Union Budget included several announcements that
were aimed at the medium and long term.
fot w3t 3 T [ e aete o 7o ok Y safy o1 dféd $s Vo il i &1 TS |

e “This Budget has been prepared as the first Budget in the second quarter of the 21st
century,” she said.
“7g goic 2131 Tl Pt gL} fauTe) o7 Ul aoie B, I Pell

e “So, this Budget covers a lot of issues from 2026 to 2050. We are also starting the new five-
year cycle of the new Finance Commission and therefore the estimates are largely on the
recommendations of the 16th Finance Commission,” she said.
“ZFTT TG FolC 2026 A 2050 TH & H3 e B HaR Bl o | 49 1Y fa ST & =4 ufg-
IuTa T BT 1t THHTT TR IR § SR ST A T =0 ¥ 164 fam Sma o1 Ryl R
3YTRd §,” 31 Hall

¢ “By doing these [longer term announcements], which are leading us towards the medium and
Iong term, we are also continuing our push in building infrastructure,” she said.

UM T Q, S g8 Hem AR A arafdl o 3R 3 o 38 ¥, 7 g
a%%ﬁnfmaﬁmﬁaﬁaa%%%"ﬁﬁav—s’n

e “ltis not just roads and National highways, we are also looking at waterways so that the
cost of logistics can come down and States that are in the hinterland will have the advantage
of moving goods faster at a lesser cost,” she said.

U Hac TS| IR AIPTA ISHRT a W el 7, 79 srermrn R off e 3 6 §
AR B ANTd B 8l b 3R 3Hialke &= H R I Bl HH AT R doll T AT uRkdegd
H1 A e Ib,” 34 Pl
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Budget gives science missions big
figures but core funding gaps persist

The 2026-27 Union Budget touted science as an engine of growth but leading researchers in India see familiar gaps; they say that while new funds

and big-ticket missions look impressive, basic research, state universities, and core institutes still face stagnant support and uncertain disbursement

T.V. Padma
Vasudevan Mukunth
NEW DELHI/CHENNAI

he Union Budget 202627
presented science as an
instrument of growth, with
large numbers on biopharma,
semiconductors, carbon capture, and
research-linked industrial finance on
paper. However, expert reactions to this
budget point to a more fragile reality.

As the state attempts to move from
adopting technologies to creating them,
by building mission-linked platforms in
biopharma, semiconductors, critical
materials, and climate, it seems that the
limiting factor isn’t the ambition of
schemes but what the government
actually delivers — including reliable and
timely funds, autonomy for research
institutions, and the transparency and
performance of large finance vehicles for
innovation.

In 2023-24, allocation for the
Department of Biotechnology was revised
down from ¥2,683.86 crore (BE) to
31,607.32 crore (RE), and actual spending
fell further to ¥1,467.34 crore. Likewise for
the Department of Science and
Technology, from ¥7,931.05 crore (BE) to
34,891.78 crore (RE) and actuals of
34,002.67 crore. Even in 2024-25, when
the Depart of Biotechnology’s RE of
32,460.13 crore exceeded its BE, the
Department of Science and Technology
experienced a sizeable cut from ¥8,029.01
crore (BE) to ¥5,661.45 crore (RE).

Biopharma SHAKTI

Against this backdrop, L.S. Shashidhara,
director of the National Centre for
Biological Sciences, Bengaluru, framed
the biopharma outlay as welcome but
incomplete. He pointed to “significant
funding shortfalls following major
changes introduced in 2024-25 to the
fund-flow system” and to delays in the
transition from the Science and
Engineering Research Board to the
Anusandhan National Research
Foundation.

According to him, some of the
under-spending in recent years may have
been less about lack of intent and more
about administrative disruption. The
budget, he said, has at least avoided
“punishing” science departments for that
disruption by cutting overall allocations.

The biggest allocation this year was for
anew programme called ‘Biopharma
SHAKTT, of 10,000 crore over five years.
Department of Biotechnology secretary
Rajesh Gokhale said it will address
non-communicable diseases and scale
indigenous development and
manufacturing of biologics and
biosimilars. He linked it explicitly to the
earlier DBT-National Biopharma Mission.

Dr. Gokhale also said the next set of
ambitions would include cell and gene

7

programmes. Dr. Shashidhara expressed
caution related to this: if Biopharma
SHAKTI is administered primarily
through the Department of
Pharmaceuticals, as planned, it could
privilege downstream manufacturing
goals while neglecting the upstream
life-science ecosystem that produces the
tools and ideas.

So he asked that the Department of
Pharmaceuticals “actively engage the
broader life sciences community” in
design and implementation. He also said
longstanding prevention programmes and
the routine issuance of small- and
medium-sized grants could deliver high
social returns — but only if agencies and
the Finance Ministry’s Expenditure
Division fix the problem of “smooth and
timely fund flow”.

A similar tension appears in the
budget’s embrace of big-ticket
infrastructure linked to ‘missions’. N.
Kalaiselvi, Council for Scientific and
Industrial Research (CSIR)
director-general N. Kalaiselvi read the
budget as “a strong and reassuring
affirmation” of science as an engine of
growth and self-reliance.

She highlighted sustained support to
the Department of Scientific and
Industrial Research and the CSIR and
welcomed mission-mode initiatives such
as Biopharma SHAKTI, India
Semiconductor Mission 2.0, the new
carbon capture utilisation and storage
(CCUS) mission, and expanded support
for electronic components

facturing, and critical minerals.

therapy missions, bil facturing hubs
and biofoundries, and “Moolankur” hubs
that integrate Al with biology.

Big-ticket infra

The technical case for such a push is
obvious. India has real competencies in
vaccines, diagnostics, and
bioengineering. The issue is whether the
outlay will broaden the base or only
thicken the top layer of applied

Gap in astronomy

IIT-Madras Institute Professor T. Pradeep
also welcomed the way the budget
embedded research “across multiple
mission-mode initiatives” and said
platforms and infrastructure that span
multiple sectors, such as clinical trial
networks and industry-linked training
centres, could improve India’s

P g q

Students, science and technology enthusiasts, and others visit the Indian Institute of Science campus in Ben,

As the state attempts to move
from adopting technologies to
creating them, by building
mission-linked platforms in
biopharma, semiconductors,
critical materials, and climate

sectors, it seems that the limiting
factor isn’t the ambition of

schemes but what the
government actually delivers

translational capacity and “full-stack”
capabilities. His proviso, however, was
that the budget “largely presents policy
perspectives”. He also said he expected
“various missions/ministries to allocate
sector-specific funding” in the coming
years.

This has in fact been a recurring
problem in India’s research ecosystem:
the government often proclaims science
as a foundation for missions but often
defers the stable, long-term financing
required for that foundation to future
plans.

Raman Research Institute director
Tarun Souradeep remarked favourably on
the budget’s support for major national
observational facilities and recalled the
various spin-off technologies these
facilities have produced, including CCD
imaging and instruments for
high-frequency communications.

“Globally fashionable script’
However, National Institute of Advanced
Studies adjunct professor C.P. Rajendran
articulated a counterpoint: that while the
Finance Ministry’s proposal to upgrade
four astronomy facilities, including the
National Large Solar Telescope and the
National Large Optical Infrared
Telescope, at ¥3,500 crore could
strengthen the field, the support for the
Indian Institute of Astrophysics has
stagnated while a set of autonomous
institutes including the Institute has

e

galuru. FILE PHOTO

received only 31,623 crore.

More broadly, Dr. Rajendran said the
budget followed a “globally fashionable
script” that privileges applied sectors
such as space applications and
semiconductors while continuing to
underfund basic research.

He added that India’s gross
expenditure on R&D has hovered around
0.64-0.7% of GDP for years, which when
adjusted for inflation amounts to cuts in
real terms. He also said the state’s hope
that private capital will carry domestic
R&D hasn’t materialised at the required
scale.

While Dr. Shashidhara welcomed the
320,000 crore for the Research,
Development and Innovation Fund, Dr.
Rajendran recalled that a promise in the
2024-25 budget to deploy 1 lakh crore
over seven years has been followed by
only 33,000 crore disbursed so far.

Likewise, Panjab University
vice-chancellor Renu Vig lauded the
budget’s emphasis on “university
townships” as a move towards integrated
industry in education but she also argued
that the Centre shouldn’t bypass legacy
State universities in favour of new
enclaves. Instead, she suggested a
“thematic cluster” where “a legacy State
university leads in the basic sciences,
humanities, and regional innovation,
while technical institutes provide the
necessary toolsets.

“This kind of multi-disciplinarity is the
core of the National Education Policy
2020 and it is already in the DNA of
legacy institutions. These universities
educate more than 80% of our students
and have built the nation’s intellectual
foundation over decades; they are a
national asset that must be nurtured to
ensure the success of India’s new
educational map,” Dr. Vig added.

(T.V. Padma is a science journalist based in
New Delhi. tvpadma_10@yahoo.co.in;
Vasudevan Mukunth is science editor, The
Hindu. mukunth.v@thehindu.co.in)

Budget gives science missions big figures but core funding gaps persist
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goic H fag fireEl &) 98 siies fia Afea R BT &t F+ 3+t 36

¢ Union Budget 2026-27 presented science as an instrument of growth, with large
numbers on biopharma, semiconductors, carbon capture, and research-linked
industrial finance on paper.

FHET FoIe 2026-27 A [9IH B GBI & TH IUHRUI & U H T o, o arareTf,
Iiftbsaed, W%ﬁﬂshwmmwaﬁ%ﬂﬁa?ﬁawaémmmwﬁ@m
Ma|

e However, expert reactions to this budget point to a more fragile reality.
i, AR &8 vfafpan <9 aeie B 7 3R AP aRAfddal &1 3R Tbd Bl gl

e As the state attempts to move from adopting technologies to creating them, by building
mission-linked platforms in biopharma, semiconductors, critical materials, and climate, it
seems that the limiting factor isn’t the ambition of schemes but what the government actually
delivers — including reliable and timely funds, autonomy for research institutions, and the
transparency and performance of large finance vehicles for innovation.

S T AP 1h] Bl AT A I [P RId B B 3R I BT YT Bl g, 3R
IR, Sfiesaey, frfeea HeRac quT Saarg § fARE-3MUTRd WewiH a1 36T 8,
ﬁmuﬁa%ﬁm%%%ﬁﬁﬁ B AT BRD AISTT3M Dt A ATHI&T Tol dfedh IRBR gRT D
Y Y UM B M arelt el § — o FaIyaia 3R T90 W B8, SgaU IR B
TWadl, 9UT FaER & 98 faxita a3 urelRiar ok uexi=|

e In 2023-24, allocation for the Department of Biotechnology was revised down from
¥2,683.86 crore (BE) to ¥1,607.32 crore (RE), and actual spending fell further to ¥1,467.34
crore.

2023-24 ¥ 99 M fAURT & U side 22,683.86 HAS (BE) T UCIHR 21,607.32 RIS
(RE) o fa1 a1, 3R dRafde oag 3R °eahr Z1,467.34 HRIS I8 T

o Likewise for the Department of Science and Technology, from ¥7,931.05 crore (BE) to
%4,891.78 crore (RE and actuals of ¥4,002.67 crore.
< yPR ICEIR RG] u%a‘rﬁaﬁ AT & 1T eTde %7,931.05 FRIS (BE) I UCH 24,891.78
PAS (RE) B T 3R aIddh Y 24,002.67 HIS g7

e Evenin 2024-25, when the Department of Biotechnology’s RE of ¥2,460.13 crore
exceeded its BE, the Department of Science and Technology experienced a sizeable cut
from ¥8,029.01 crore (BE) to ¥5,661.45 crore (RE).

2024-25 % *ff, 59 AF W@ fAURT BT RE 22,460.13 F1$ 39 BE I 31 oI, a9
o wd WenfRret faumT &1 28,029.01 RS (BE) I UCIHR 25,661.45 RIS (RE) HR 34T

|

Biopharma SHAKTI

e Against this backdrop, L.S. Shashidhara, director of the National Centre for Biological
Sciences, Bengaluru, framed the biopharma outlay as welcome but incomplete.
sﬁqg@ﬁqaw TRER, A HeX BR TrAioed Grsde, SIS & o o
SRTHHT STde oI WA dfde 3ol o |

e He pointed to “significant funding shortfalls following major changes introduced in
2024-25 to the fund-flow system” and to delays in the transition from the Science and
Engineering Research Board to the Anusandhan National Research Foundation.
I “2024-25 § TS-T! YurTen § P 7T 9 TEATEl & 91 HEEYUl BT HH 3R
1sd TS goiifraie frad a1 & srgiu™ AzFe frad wdesx™ & uRadd & i &1 8k
Tobd foba|

e According to him, some of the under-spending in recent years may have been less about lack
of intent and more about administrative disruption.

Jd TR, BT & aNf § $3 HH I BT HRUI G B ST F 31fd y=mafaed saqur= gl
qHA 2|

e The budget, he said, has at least avoided “punishing” science departments for that
disruption by cutting overall allocations.
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IR Fel o aoic A FH Y HH $d 3Mde J Hekdl B a7 fGURT B “dfga” & I a1
ferm g1

The biggest allocation this year was for a new programme called ‘Biopharma SHAKTP, of
10,000 crore over five years.

39 9Y oY §37 3Tded U U HRIHH FraTGTAT Qg & fore uT, S Ui auf # 10,000
PRIS B8
Department of Biotechnology secretary Rajesh Gokhale said it will address non-

communicable diseases and scale indigenous development and manufacturing of
biologics and biosimilars.

SIa Tenfiet faum & g e e A $o1 [ 98 IR-Har A9 3T Gafid ST SR
IR auT IRt & waexh e oiv faf~mfor &t sgom
He linked it explicitly to the earlier DBT-National Biopharma Mission.

35 39 WP U Y Y4 & DBT-ARHA SrNBTHT =M 9 e

Dr. Gokhale also said the next set of ambitions would include cell and gene therapy
missions, biomanufacturing hubs and biofoundries, and “Moolankur” hubs that
integrate Al with biology.

1. TRad A a5 ff a1 o sttt Ae@rmianst § A SR i A¥dt R, Sri=ghaaiaT g9
IR TGRS, TUT “HATH” 9 QTS 811 S Al B SHATAF &b ATY THIPd HIAd 8|

Big-ticket infra
far-fewe Sw1

The technical case for such a push is obvious.
T T8 & oy daveitan! SR TE g
India has real competencies in vaccines, diagnostics, and bioengineering.
YR B U SR, ST 31 STaTEsharareT & arfie &l 2|
The issue is whether the outlay will broaden the base or only thicken the top layer of applied
programmes.
T U § {5 o1 98 09 3M1YR &1 TS ST 1 had TS S WY &1 SR IRd &1 8t
Togd B
Dr. Shashidhara expressed caution related to this: if Biopharma SHAKTI is administered
primarily through the Department of Pharmaceuticals, as planned, it could privilege
downstream manufacturing goals while neglecting the upstream life-science ecosystem that
produces the tools and ideas.
ST, TRIER A 3 WR G Had B1: Jfe IRNGTHI e DI Ao & AR T

faumT % Trenm ¥ Warford fasan T, 98 S fafmto deal B unfiedr
2 ol § 3R 39 IUHU g fIaR] &) Iad B a1 UK H ATSH-HISH SHITH B
U IR Tl B
So he asked that the Department of Pharmaceuticals “actively engage the broader life
sciences community” in design and implementation.

2oy 317 el f& wrAfegfee e faunT & feurg sk et # fawgd argw aEas
YT ! Alhd U J AT H1 A1

He also said longstanding prevention programmes and the routine issuance of small- and
medium-sized grants could deliver high social returns — but only if agencies and the
Finance Ministry’s Expenditure Division fix the problem of “smooth and timely fund
flow”.

I g5 W a1 fos o I ¥ 9 I8 A UTH SRishH SR Fafg &9 9 fau M ard sie
3R A S I AT A ¢ Favd § — dfch aft STa TRl SR fast wamera &1
Y YUTT “JATS 3R THT WR B T S 0T 6! 31 B |

A similar tension appears in the budget’s embrace of big-ticket infrastructure linked to
‘missions’.

1 €t a1a wore B IR | I 93 SRR & 3o H off i Sar g

N. Kalaiselvi, Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) director-general, read

the budget as “a strong and reassuring affirmation” of science as an engine of growth and
self-reliance.
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. FARA!, IR Bk Grsfefre Ts gsfead RO (CSIR) & AeIFew® A doie &I
g iR St RaT & $9F & =U B fagH &1 “Herga iR Sy gfy” o

She highlighted sustained support to the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research
and the CSIR and welcomed mission-mode initiatives such as Biopharma SHAKTI, India
Semiconductor Mission 2.0, the new carbon capture utilisation and storage (CCUS)
mission, and expanded support for electronic components manufacturing, and critical
minerals.

IBI AgT® 3R e srgem™ fAuTT 3R CSIR ®Y FARAER T9A TR wehT=T ST aut
firer-mts v o srwHl wfd, Sfear Aifiesae =M 2.0, a1 F1E9 =R ITAT
3R USRI (ccus) fiRM, saeeie duHcy fafuior & e fawafya guds ik
frfewa e &1 g faan

Gap in astronomy

@M faq # siaR

lIT-Madras Institute Professor T. Pradeep also welcomed the way the budget embedded
research “across multiple mission-mode initiatives” and said platforms and infrastructure
that span multiple sectors, such as clinical trial networks and industry-linked training
centres, could improve India’s translational capacity and “full-stack” capabilities.

SATZ IS USRI & WbeR &t Wiy = off goic & Srfdu™ &1 “og fARF-ATs ugal o
U 1 & a0 BT WRTd [T 3R w81 i fFafed e Aead ik Ia-das
UFRA&IUT Fg SR TE-&31 WehiH 3R IWREFR HRA P TTHARM & 3R “Pa-eh”
&3 B R Thd B

His proviso, however, was that the budget “largely presents policy perspectives”.
BT, D! T 78 &t S woie “yRerd: ifavra efdwivn ygd Har 8~ |

He also said he expected “various missions/ministries to allocate sector-specific
funding” in the coming years.

I T8 v Fg b 3 Sufie g b o ara ot & “fafira ey -l wiga
Jrdfed B3|

This has in fact been a recurring problem in India’s research ecosystem: the government
often proclaims science as a foundation for missions but often defers the stable, long-term
financing required for that foundation to future plans.

IRa B I8 YRd & ST UIRFRUFI®! dF § U IR-IR S Tl 901 W61 §: WHR
Wﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬂﬂ%ﬂﬁmﬁam—cﬁ% dfp 39 +fia & fog smaxas R,
rdw1iare faaaaor of yfasy ot JieFrst | erd <t 8

Raman Research Institute director Tarun Souradeep remarked favourably on the budget’s
support for major national observational facilities and recalled the various spin-off
technologies these facilities have produced, including CCD imaging and instruments for
high-frequency communications.

T frad Swdtege & = avur Rdiu = UG AT i1 graurait & [y aoic &
T Y TR B SR T1e feamn o 7 gfaurstt 3 fRA-3iTw ad-ie! &1 fasr faa g,
S cep SARHT 3R grE-widht sgf b & Sumu Wit

‘Globally fashionable script’

Ay = F y=fera fpp

However, National Institute of Advanced Studies adjunct professor C.P. Rajendran
articulated a counterpoint: that while the Finance Ministry’s proposal to upgrade four
astronomy facilities, including the National Large Solar Telescope and the National

Large Optical Infrared Telescope, at 3,500 crore could strengthen the field, the support for
the Indian Institute of Astrophysics has stagnated while a set of autonomous institutes
including the Institute has received only ¥1,623 crore.

BT, ARMA SHISYE 3T TSAis Wei & Tsuiae Mhar . ht. Ieis At faudia
ERDIU ¥ fos Safe T HATed &7 RaTd aR W fag glaensii & siofis &= &7,
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23,500 BRI | & B Folgd P Johdl &, To! §1ST SEIeYE 3B TEIpforad & g

9 RRR 5T & TIafe TR Afigd Tar SR & THg &I Had 21,623 HIIS U gU G|
More broadly, Dr. Rajendran said the budget followed a “globally fashionable script” that
privileges applied sectors such as space applications and semiconductors while
continuing to underfund basic research.

f3%qd U ¥, ST, IeigA A Ha1 o ol T “affyes ¥u | yaferd fBpe” &1 SrgaRu Fxd & o
WY T3 R Sfidsded of Twrss daed & ufliear ¢dl § siaie afe Rad o
FH fauifta sar T |

He added that India’s gross expenditure on R&D has hovered around 0.64-0.7% of GDP for
years, which when adjusted for inflation amounts to cuts in real terms.

IBI WSl fh YRA HT R&D UR AHE T I8 I TIHT GDP BT 0.64-0.7% 381 §, Sl
FEEpifa & AR JHMEINT d- R IRAfd® 9 & Heldt & e gl

He also said the state’s hope that private capital will carry domestic R&D hasn’t materialised
at the required scale.

351 8 Ul 81 fh TR R&D &1 31 dgM & ford Feit Yoft TR o9 1 A= S7Uféd TR R
IHR T8I g3 7

While Dr. Shashidhara welcomed the 20,000 crore for the Research, Development and
Innovation Fund, Dr. Rajendran recalled that a promise in the 2024-25 budget to deploy %1
lakh crore over seven years has been followed by only 3,000 crore disbursed so far.
el ST, TR 3 R, Jqaudic 3R 3199 BE P 17 20,000 BAS HT WHT foba, It
S, TTSIE 3 UTE R b 2024-25 % ToiE § TG A H 1 mwﬁs?ﬁamﬁ%aﬁﬁa
FIa9[E 3d I Had €3,000 FRIS & IR §UR|

Likewise, Panjab University vice-chancellor Renu Vig lauded the budget’'s emphasis on
“university townships” as a move towards integrated industry in education but she also
argued that the Centre shouldn’t bypass legacy State universities in favour of new enclaves.
T PR, U gfAaRidt @t paufa ¥ fair 3 Rien & uaiepd SO & 530§ Sed & &u
T goic & “gfafidl TSR R AR S WIe-1 &1, dfcr I I8 ot a& fean i &g &1
T URIRI & vl & R o7 fayfaemeal & ToRsicre 7gf &1 At

Instead, she suggested a “thematic cluster” where “a legacy State university leads in the
basic sciences, humanities, and regional innovation, while technical institutes provide
the  necessary toolsets ?

3H® g9, S5 U “NAfed Fevex” &1 g1d a1 wigt “Te Q1 ¥ed fayfaemera sl
AR, TR 3R AT TaTR & g B, Tai dHNe! TR IS gade
TG B 1"

“This kind of multi-disciplinarity is the core of the National Education Policy 2020 and
it is already in the DNA of legacy institutions.”

“$H UBR 3| gg-fawaemar g Riam fifd 2020 71 9« 3 ok I8 g 4 § A SR
%?ﬁmﬁ%l”

“These universities educate more than 80% of our students and have built the nation’s
intellectual foundation over decades; they are a national asset that must be nurtured to
ensure the success of India’s new educational map,” Dr. Vig added.

«J fyyfarermera TR 80% ¥ 3iTU® BTl 31 Aféa o¥d § iR a2@! # 1y ot difs® Ha
&1 fafor fean 8; ﬁww@uwﬁ%ﬁ%w%wmmaﬁmgﬁﬁa
w1 & fore nifta frar s =nfee,” 7. favr A sireT)
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The CPI base revision exercise measures a slice of life
VCE

nflation, one of the most closely watched

macroeconomic indicators, is something that

most people feel in daily life in their routine
household expenses. The Consumer Price Index
(CPI) captures this reality by tracking the prices
of goods and services that households regularly
consume, turning everyday experiences into an
official measure of inflation. For the common
man, the CPI is like a quiet mirror of daily life
capturing, inter alia, the changing cost of basic
needs such as food on the plate, rent for the roof
over the head, and fuel for the journey to work.

More than a simple number

Though it appears as a simple number, it speaks
for households, guiding income and social
security adjustments so that life’s essentials
remain within reach. CPI-based inflation is also
the primary indicator for the Reserve Bank of
India to help guide it in decisions such as interest
rates and inflation control. Therefore, when the
CPI reflects reality, policies respond better to
what people are truly experiencing.

Inflation is not just about prices going up. It is
about how these price changes affect household
budgets. That is why making sure that the index
reflects current consumption patterns is just as
important as tracking the prices themselves. This
is the context in which India’s ongoing CPI base
updation from the year 2012 to 2024 must be
seen.

Since the last base revision, the economy has
changed significantly, urbanisation has grown,
services have expanded, digital platforms have
changed buying habits, and household spending
has diversified.

The CPI 2024 series has, therefore, been
updated using the latest Household Consumption
Expenditure Survey of 2023-24. As people’s
preferences and expenses changed over time, the
importance (weightage) given to different goods
and services in the CPI has also been adjusted.

Saurabh Garg

is Secretary, Ministry
of Statistics and
Programme
Implementation,
Government of India

It will better
trace how prices
shape daily life
and policy
decisions

Items on which households now spend more
have been given greater weight, with less weight
for those that account for a smaller share of
spending. This ensures that the CPI measures
price changes that really affect household
budgets. The consumption basket has also been
updated to reflect emerging trends, such as
growing spending on services, driven by rising
incomes and changing lifestyles.

Updating the way that the CPlis calculated is
just as important as updating what it measures.
The revised CPI is more closely aligned with
international standards while retaining features
specific to India. This makes it easier to compare
India’s inflation with other countries. From the
perspective of households, this matters because it
helps policymakers understand how price
changes in India fit into the global picture,
without losing sight of what affects daily life.

Data collection for the CPI has been upgraded
to keep pace with how people shop and spend.
While traditional market surveys still track prices,
particularly of food and other essentials, the 2024
framework has introduced that captures online
prices for items such as telecom services, airfares,
and certain other services.

A wider database
The adoption of computer-assisted price
collection in the new series has reduced manual
errors and allowed real-time checks, improving
the quality and timeliness of price data. Quality
and timeliness of the CPI matter because these
shape decisions that touch everyday life, such as
how high loans are, how much savings earn, and
how rising prices influence household budgets.
In the new base year, the CPI draws more on
official data from government sources, railfares,
postal charges, fuel prices, and items sold
through the public distribution system. This
means that these numbers are captured with
greater precision by mitigating the chances of

errors and biases that can occur in market
surveys. This integration of survey data,
administrative records and digital price sources
represents a marked improvement over earlier
practices and provides a more reliable picture of
how prices are changing.

The massive institutional effort behind a base
revision exercise of this scale is also worth noting.
It involves coordination across field offices,
statistical divisions and national and international
expert bodies.

The process involves extensive scrutiny of
methodology, testing of alternatives and
consultation with economists and domain
specialists. The Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation (MoSPI) has engaged
with expert groups, international organisations
and stakeholders to ensure that the changes are
transparent, easy to understand and
methodologically sound.

Even with updates to the basket, weights, and
data sources, the CPI keeps its core purpose,
capturing how prices change from a household’s
point of view. This continuity matters because it
lets us compare prices over time. In other words,
the index is being improved without losing the
connection to everyday life, so that it remains a
reliable guide for policymakers.

In context

The CPI reminds us that behind every statistic lies
the lived experience of millions, and that
numbers, ultimately, are about people. It quietly
traces how prices shape daily life and inform
policy decisions. Through the ongoing base
revision exercise, MoSPI has ensured that the CPI
continues to be accurate, up-to-date, and
consistent over time, so that it remains not just a
number, but a true mirror capturing the realities
faced across the country.

The views expressed are personal

+

The CPI base revision exercise measures a slice of life

ddieng sMyR YA A siia— & T W &) A1uar @

Inflation and Consumer Price Index (CPI)

gerewifa 3R ST Yed Gadi® (CPI)

o Inflation is one of the most closely watched macroeconomic indicators and is felt in daily
household expenses.

TG T Heayqyl ApIgPIAIHS HHhas! | 9 U6 § SR 3961 U4 e e @t |
HEH BT B

o The Consumer Price Index (CPI) tracks prices of goods and services regularly consumed by
households, turning everyday experience into an official measure of inflation.

I o i (CPI) BRI gRT Fafiid 9 ¥ IUHNT ST arelt awgaft iR Jarsif o1
aﬂn?ﬁaﬁmwg o 2w ergya snfireTe gerewifa umg §9 ST 8|
e For the common man, CPI reflects the changing cost of food, rent and fuel.

I afad & fore Pl aTer, fh=mar ok $eM &) geadt arTd &I g2iiar g

More than a simple number

Rk v Tem A siftre

e Though it appears as a simple number, CPI guides income and social security
adjustments so that essentials remain within reach.

BTdifeh I8 U IR IRSAT Teitd Bl 8, CPI AT 3R ARG GRET THTAS HT AN
HRAT § I 3MaLaed aE IUT 3 |

e CPl-based inflation is the primary indicator for the Reserve Bank of India in decisions on
interest rates and inflation control.
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CPI MUt GERwifa HRdIg f¥ord 8@ & forg samer o= iR gerewifa frdsror @ 92 fofar
B - Yhd® ¢ |

When CPI reflects reality, policies respond better to people’s actual experiences.

W9 CPI aRdfdardl &1 eIt 3, df it dgav wfafrar 3t &1

Inflation is not just rising prices but how price changes affect household budgets.
TERIfd Had S 961 ol dich e goic U THTG o 5

Therefore, updatlng the index to reflect current consumption patterns is essential.

SHRIY GIHIc ) THH ST det F IR TR T HTS 2|

This is the context of India’s ongoing CPI base revision from 2012 to 2024.

4t T & YRa § cPI My 9 2012 | 2024 TF WY a1 I @ B

Since the last revision, the economy has changed — urbanisation, services growth, digital
platforms, diversified spending.

U@ MY & 916 SRIgaRI H 9Gad ST — g Hvl, darsi &1 o, ffea
wewid, fafay @ |

The CPI 2024 series is updated using Household Consumption Expenditure Survey
2023-24.

CPI 2024 43T & OS] SUHNT ST TI&IUT 2023-24 & YR T UST a1 71 |
Weightage of goods and services has been adjusted based on changing preferences and
spending.

gt 3R Taref BT UR Tead! THe 3R T & IR TR foar T g |

ltems with higher spending now have greater weight, and others less.

o aegafl R 31w W gia § S i Uk fozn man g1

This ensures CPI reflects real impact on household budgets.

Y CP| TRY g9l W qIdfae® YT Sfdl 8 |

The consumption basket now reflects growing service spending due to rising income and
lifestyle changes.

gtrthwaﬁﬁ 3fe Far3ii WX 9gd @d @) <2t B, S S gig 3R el ufkads & sRru
I

Updating the calculation method is as important as updating what CPl measures.
TMUTHT UG B 3USe BT U I € Hedqu! § 1T CPI & AU &1 3USe A

The revised CPI aligns with international standards while retaining India-specific features.
RN CPI SIARRTERT AT & STFU & 3R 1Y & HRA-fafRrg fagiwar s @ 3|
This allows easier comparison of India’s inflation with other countries.

TN YR 3t GERWIfd B 37 =0 A ge-1 o= gl 8|

For households, this helps policymakers understand price changes in the global context
while focusing on daily life impact.

Tg =fifa fafarsit &1 Af¥w vy & Fiad uRad= IagM SR ¢ siaq )R yud W &aF ¢
# Heg AT gl

Data collection for CPI has been upgraded to match modern shopping and spending
patterns.

CPI & fory Se1 g &1 snyfies Wer 3R T e & SraR sue farar T g1
Traditional market surveys still track food and essential prices.

URURS SR Tdefor 3iaft of ey SR srmazas aegsil & Fhd amd g1

The 2024 framework now captures online prices for items like telecom services, airfares
and certain services.

2024gm&mé?ﬁ$hﬁmaﬁ,saﬁmqaﬁvamﬁmaﬁﬁaﬁﬂamaﬂnﬁmﬁmﬁa
FHAT B

A wider database
TS HAUP Seeq

The adoption of computer-assisted price collection in the new series has reduced manual
errors and enabled real-time checks, improving quality and timeliness of price data.

T3 YT H SER-TgRIdT YT Yo |Ug 0 ¥ WA Jfeal w4 g3 ¢ ok Raa-ersa
i G g8 2, Rrad geu ST Bt urast 3R THTEST S6R €8 ¢
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Quality and timeliness of CPI matter because they influence decisions on loan costs,
savings returns, and household budgets.

CPI &1 TUIaTT SR THeGd He@yul § i U8 BT anTd, gad 1R e ok g avie ¥
IS fofal &1 ganfad w1

In the new base year, CPI relies more on official government data such as railfares, postal
charges, fuel prices, and public distribution system items.

T 3MYR oY H CPI 3% TRPRY RGBS ST o Ya fheran, 1 Yew, U9 Had iR
i~ faavor yomeft @1 awge W 1R F=ar g

This improves precision and reduces chances of errors and biases present in market
surveys.

Y YIPar 9gd! § 3R dToR Fde&uil # g arelt Ffeal iR uerard &t WHIE &4 gt o
Integration of survey data, administrative records and digital price sources provides a
more reliable picture of price changes.

gdequr ST, RIS Rais iR fefrea qea widl &1 taiao siud uftad-l & sike
fayag ok g Fxar gl

The base revision requires massive institutional effort involving coordination across field
offices, statistical divisions and expert bodies.

SR TR 2 T FRITel SEURTA AT &) STa=adal it 2, Rrd ies wrafed],
wifereta fur iR fa=ivg et &1 g9ag Wi g
The process includes methodology scrutiny, testing alternatives and consultation with
economists and domain experts.
U Ufor T # Ui 3t i, doferes adteror 3R sri=mieal  famivs & wrmwf 2t g
The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) consulted expert
groups, international organisations and stakeholders to ensure transparency and
methodologlcal soundness.

STIHH STAf-agd HATTd (MoSPI) 3 fdrug g, 3i HST 3R
Raur®! ¥ sl far aifes ureRiar oiv vsfa @t awgdt gy 8 9o |

Despite updates in basket, weights and data sources, CPI retains its core purpose —
measuring price change from a household perspective.

IUUNT AH, UR 3R 32T |idl H 9EA1d & d1asig CPI U Y Se/d — G eRHIr d
e Uf¥ad=T AT9HT §91¢ 3@ 5 |

This continuity allows comparison of prices over time.

g FRAORA1 TG & ATy BAd! B1 T U SR ¢

Thus, CPI is improved while maintaining its connection with everyday life, remaining a
reliable guide for policymakers.

Y UHR CPI & GUR g3 § Taoh SqT e sfta=T | Y 51 ganl g 3R Ig ifa Fmfarai
¥ fore faywrita unfexie s @ 21

In context

e |

CPI reminds us that behind every statistic lies the lived experience of millions and that
numbers are ultimately about people.

CPI gH I1¢ 3@ § fos &R s & e aral @il &7 ofiae SrgHd gidT § SfR Sidd: TRamd
@i & TR B g B
It traces how price changes shape daily life and inform policy decisions.

Tg fezarar & f A uitad+ efe sitae 3k fifara favfal @ 8 ywifad #=d 81

Through the ongoing base revision exercise, MoSPI has ensured CPI remains accurate,
up-to-date and consistent over time.

Td @ SMTUR TR T & A1e9H I MoSPI A g3 fovan g fs cpl wdt®, srera ik
TG & 1Y AT G|
Thus CPI remains not just a number but a true mirror of realities across the country.

Y UPBR CP| Had T TBAT Ta] Sich S R Pl IRATIPATSH BT F=dT GUUT 91 38T 5|
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Taxpayer base more than doubled in the last decade

Expansion of the base has coincided with an improvement in tax administration efficiency

| DATA POINT |

Chandrasekar K.

ndia’s direct tax system has

undergone a significant ex-

pansion over the last decade,
marked by a sharp rise in the num-
ber of taxpayers as well as sus-
tained improvements in adminis-
trative efficiency. Time-series data
released by the Income-Tax De-
partment indicate that this expan-
sion has been broad-based and
persistent, reflecting deeper for-
mal participation rather than a
short-lived compliance surge.

Between Assessment Year (AY)
2013-14 and AY2024-25, the total
number of taxpayers, defined as
persons who either filed a return
of income or in whose case tax was
deducted at source, increased
from 5.26 crore to 12.13 crore.

This increase, which more than
doubles the taxpayer base, repre-
sents a compound annual growth
rate (CAGR) of approximately
7.89% over 11 years, underscoring
the sustained nature of the expan-
sion. It marks one of the most im-
portant structural shifts in India’s
direct tax landscape since the wid-
er adoption of the Permanent Ac-
count Number.

A disaggregated view of the data
shows that individual taxpayers re-
main the primary drivers of this
expansion. As illustrated in Chart
1, the number of individual tax-
payers rose from 4.96 crore in
AY2013-14 to 11.61 crore in AY2024-
25, translating into a CAGR of
about 8% over the period.

Growth was largely steady in
the years preceding the COVID-19
pandemic, with year-on-year in-
creases mostly in the high single
digits. The contraction visible in
AY2020-21, when individual tax-
payers declined by nearly 9%,
coincides with the disruption
caused by the pandemic. This was
followed by strong recovery, with
growth accelerating to double di-
gits in the most recent assessment
years, indicating renewed momen-

tum in the expansion of the indivi-
dual tax base.

While individuals dominate the
tax system in scale, the expansion
has not been confined to house-
holds alone. Chart 2 shows the
combined trend for non-individual
taxpayers, comprising firms, com-
panies, Hindu Undivided Families,
Associations of Persons or Body of
Individuals, local authorities, artif-
icial juridical persons, and other
residual PAN categories.

In absolute terms, the non-indi-
vidual taxpayer base increased
steadily from about 0.29 crore in
AY2013-14 to nearly 0.48 crore by
AY2024-25, corresponding to a
CAGR of roughly 5% over the
period.

Growth among non-individual
taxpayers has been more moder-
ate than among individuals, but al-
so more stable. Year-on-year
growth rates generally remained
within the 4% to 7% range in the
pre-pandemic years. The pandem-
ic’s impact is again evident in
AY2020-21, when growth slowed
sharply to below 1% before reco-
vering gradually in subsequent
years.

However, unlike individuals,
the  post-pandemic  rebound
among non-individuals has been
measured, with growth stabilising
at around 5% in recent assessment
years. This pattern suggests that
formalisation has progressed
across organisational and business
entities, albeit at a steadier pace
than individuals.

Cost of collection
The expansion of the taxpayer
base has coincided with a marked
improvement in tax administra-
tion efficiency. As shown in Chart
3, the cost of collecting direct tax-
es fell from 1.36% in FY2000-01 to
0.41% in FY2024-25. The figure for
FY2024-25 is provisional and may
be updated later. This long-term
decline has occurred despite a
substantial increase in the number
of taxpayers and total tax
collections.

The temporary rise in the cost

ratio around FY2020-21 reflects
pandemic-related disruptions
rather than structural weakening.
Since then, the ratio has fallen to
its lowest level in the available data
series, indicating sustained im-
provements in administrative
efficiency.

Several institutional and techn-
ological changes help explain
these trends. Over the past de-
cade, the tax administration has
increasingly relied on digital filing
systems, pre-filled returns, face-
less assessments, and expanded
third-party information reporting.
These measures have reduced
compliance frictions and enabled
the system to manage a larger tax-
payer base without a commensu-
rate increase in administrative
resources.

Unlike headline filing statistics
that focus on absolute counts, the
evidence presented here draws on
taxpayer-level data, year-on-year
growth dynamics, and long-term
CAGR trends to assess the durabil-
ity of India’s tax base expansion.

Taken together, the evidence
from taxpayer levels, growth rates,
CAGR patterns, and collection
costs points to a structural streng-
thening of India’s direct tax sys-
tem. Revenues are being mobilised
from a broader cross-section of
taxpayers even as administrative
efficiency improves, thereby rein-
forcing the stability and sustaina-
bility of public finances and em-
bedding taxation more firmly
within the formal economy. This
transition has important implica-
tions for revenue resilience, equi-
ty, and long-term fiscal planning
nationwide.

It is to be noted that growth
rates are calculated on a year-on-
year basis using taxpayer head-
count data.

CAGR is computed for the pe-
riod AY2013-14 to AY2024-25 using
unrounded values, and figures for
AY2024-25 and FY202425 are
provisional.

The writer is with the Indian Statistical
Service. The views expressed are personal
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The data for the charts were
sourced from the Income-Tax
Department, the Central
Board of Direct Taxes

(CBDT) and Time

Series Data on

CHART 1:

12 crore
Number of Growth rate y-o-y 15
individual 10 crore
taxpayers in 10
8crore

the left-axis
(represented 6 crore 5
as bars) and 0
the year-on- 4crore
year growth in 2 crore -5
the right-axis

p ted as =10
aline) PO S SR |

N1 \ O A ]
O SR L e
CHART 2: Growth rate y-o-y
Number of 50 lakhs
non-individual 6
taxpayers in 40 lakhs
the left-axis
(represented 30lakhs 4
as bars) and 20 lakhs
the year-on-
year growth in 10 lakhs 2
the right-axis
(represented 0 T P
asaline) Y N B M b My
-p\ﬂ’ -Lu‘f’ ;,9\" g md'l}

CHART 3: The temporary rise in the cost ratio around FY.

2020-21 reflects pandemic-related disrustions
rather Man st uctural weekening. Siice Men,
the atio has fallen o its lowest Jevel in The
guailahle dote series, indicating sestained
arprovemenss i adminisrraf e etficiency

Cost of collection
of direct taxes.
Figures in % 1

The cost of
collecting

direct taxes 05
fell from 1.36%

in FY 2000-01
to0.41%in

FY 2024-25
(provisional)

2000-01 2010-11 2024-25

Taxpayer base more than doubled in the last decade

fUod gxr® d HRerars BT ATYR SR A 3ifie ganm

Expansion of the base has coincided with an improvement in tax administration

efficiency

STYR BT fIAR B TR BT G&rar 1§ JUR & 1Y ganl

Expansion of India’s Direct Tax System

YR B U H YUl 1 fawar

India’s direct tax system has expanded significantly over the last decade, with a sharp rise
in number of taxpayers and improved administrative efficiency.

YR P Uede] B UuTelt H

s SR v garaT ¥ gUR gon & |

fUad g% ¥ S fadR gan 8, o ad segrarst #f G- o
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e Time-series data from the Income-Tax Department show the expansion is broad-based and
persistent, reflecting deeper formal participation.
ATHR fAUNT & TOT-4gaT ST ¥ udl Iadl § [ I8 R amue ik =} g
Stuafie urfier™t & cxfar g1

e Between AY 2013-14 and AY 2024-25, total taxpayers increased from 5.26 crore to 12.13
crore.
STHE Y 2013-14 | 2024-25 & I HA HRGIAT 5.26 FRIS A TGH 12.13 HRIS 1 T

e This doubling of taxpayer base represents a CAGR of about 7.89% over 11 years.
FRETAT YR HT Tg SRAT 8T 11 TuT A T 7.89% CAGR il 5

e |t marks a major structural shift since the widespread adoption of the Permanent Account
Number (PAN).
T8 U (PAN) & TS IUTNT & 91 TaY T8 TAHS TR g

Individual taxpayers driving expansion

G HRErdl fIRaR & Y& I1ad

e Individual taxpayers increased from 4.96 crore (AY2013-14) to 11.61 crore (AY2024-25).
G HIGIAT 4.96 BAS (2013-14) W TEHT 11.61 BRIS (2024-25) T Y|

e This reflects a CAGR of about 8%.
g TTHT 8% CAGR I B

e Growth was steady before COVID-19, mostly in high single digits annually.
COVID-19 ¥ Tgd gfg fRR It 3IR iz auf o 3= uepd 3 H & |

e In AY2020-21, individual taxpayers fell by about 9% due to pandemic disruption.
THET a¥ 2020-21 T HETHART & HRUT AGHTT HRGIAT TTHIT 9% TS |

e This was followed by strong recovery and double-digit growth in recent years.
3% §IC Il & a9 § Aoigd GUR 3R & 3 #1 gfg g3

e This indicates renewed momentum in expansion of the individual tax base.

g AfRITd P YR & R & 7S 71 g2 21

Non-individual taxpayers trend

R-fwETa HRe@rst ot ugfy

¢ Non-individual taxpayers include firms, companies, HUFs, AOP/BOI, local authorities and
artificial juridical persons.
R-fFaTd seerarst § wH, suferar, HUF, AOP/BOI, RITHI WfRreRur 3R $fw =arfie
SfeRT it B

e Their number rose from 0.29 crore (AY2013-14) to about 0.48 crore (AY2024-25).
ST T 0.29 PAS (2013-14) A TEHT TTHT 0.48 FIIS (2024-25) B TS|

e This represents a CAGR of roughly 5%.
g TIHT 5% CAGR I 5

e Growth was moderate but stable, mostly within 4%—7% range before pandemic.
3f geay Afr fRR T 3R T @ ugd SHIHR 4%-7% & & 8|

e In AY2020-21, growth slowed to below 1% due to pandemic impact.
STHE T 2020-21 T HeHRI & HRU GG 1% A FH 51 T8

e Growth gradually recovered and stabilised around 5% in recent years.
% d1E gig fR-9R et ofk g1a & anf & @ 5% W fRR g2

e This suggests formalisation has progressed among businesses and organisations,
though at a slower pace than individuals.

ﬁwé%mmmﬁmmﬁ,mmﬁmﬁm
|

Cost of collection

qUQUT WTd
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The expansion of the taxpayer base has coincided with improved tax administration
efficiency.

HIGIAT YR F AR F T1Y H URITH F&raT H R g3 g

The cost of collecting direct taxes fell from 1.36% (FY2000-01) to 0.41% (FY2024-25).
T& B HIg AN 1.36% (2000-01) q g 0.41% (2024-25) RN

The FY2024-25 figure is provisional and may be revised later.

2024-25 BT ATHST ATITL § 3R 15 & I g1 Jbva 5

This decline occurred despite growth in taxpayers and total tax collections.

Ig fIRTae Hrerars 3R $d H- e | gfa & Ia9g g3

A temporary rise around FY2020-21 reflected pandemic disruptions, not structural
weakness.

2020-21 % 3THUN 3R 3G HETHRY & WUTE & SR A, 7 {6 IS FAON |
Since then, the ratio has fallen to its lowest level, showing improved administrative
efficiency.

T ¥ g ST GAaH TR TR 3T T, S 9gaR WA~ gardT axifdl g

Reasons behind improved efficiency
&A1 JUR S HROT

Tax administration increasingly uses digital filing, pre-filled returns, faceless
assessments and third-party data.

I URIEH o9 feforea wigfr, W-fires e, s sriede ok yS-urdf Se1 &1 swm
IRAT B

These measures reduced compliance friction and helped manage a larger taxpayer base
efficiently.

2 JUl § SUTE HFSTZAT HH g3 3R IS TRl SMYR BT HIA YL Jud o
Evidence is based on taxpayer-level data, year-on-year growth and long-term CAGR
trends.

Ig faRayur deerar wR Set, a¥-ar-af g v drdw1iire CAGR W smemid 31
Structural strengthening of tax system

PR YU BT WRAATHAD

Data show structural strengthenmg of India’s direct tax system

3T YR 1 Uded PR YUITeNt & TERAATHD GeaIpUl & G & |

Revenue is mobilised from a broader taxpayer base with improved efficiency.

RTord faRed HRETdT STYR 3R IR G&rdT I U 81 XeT 3|

This improves stability and sustainability of public finances and deepens formalisation
of the economy.

asﬂa?%vﬁamﬁaaﬂf@waﬁ?w@am%aw SR BT SUATRBIHROT ToTg
!

The transition has implications for revenue resilience, equity and long-term fiscal
planning.

3 URad- BT THTd IeRg FRIRET, FHdT 3R rfepriere faxiig aien R usdr 2|

Technical notes

de-te! fewfrr

Growth rates are calculated using year-on-year taxpayer headcount data.

gfg X q¥f-gr-adf HTar H=AT 32T F 3MYR W el St

CAGR is calculated for AY2013-14 to AY2024-25 using unrounded values.
CAGR 3TH @ Ty 2013-14 | 2024-25 & 7T a1 ISS faby MU gt wR 3nemia g
Figures for AY2024-25 and FY2024-25 are provisional.

2024-25 ¥ HTHS TR T |
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SMEs unfamiliar with
capital markets, lack
intermediaries: SEBI

Practical guidance not clear, internal governance systems to handle SME
IPOs not yet mature, making [PO process cumbersome, says Pandey

Ashokamithran T.
MUMBAI

mall and Medium
SEnterprises (SME)

www.patrioticlas.in

face limited access to
intermediary facilities such
as merchant bankers and
are unfamiliar with capital
markets, which make it

challenging for them to go .

public, said SEBI Chairman  Shift focus: Greater SME participation in markets diversifies

Tuhin Kanta Pandey. financing channels, cuts banking sector risk, says SEBI chief.
“Greater SME participa-

tion in markets also diversi- ~ working capital and priori- clear and internal gover-

fies financing channels, re-
duces risk concentration in
banking sector and frees
bank capacity for genuine

ty lending. Yet, SME capital
market is under-scaled re-
lative to India’s potential.”
Practical guidance is un-

nance systems to handle
SME IPOs have not ma-
tured making the process
cumbersome, he added.

SMEs unfamiliar with capital markets, lack intermediaries: SEBI

Yoil IoTRT I Ui vaeHs, Al @ Sl At

Practical guidance not clear, internal governance systems to handle SME IPOs not yet
mature, making IPO process cumbersome, says Pandey

mﬁmwﬁa&zﬁwqﬁ m@é&nﬁﬁeﬁmnaﬁ%mmwwmwﬂ
uftue T8, foras emsdten ufsear sifew 81 ol 8, uisyd A $ar

Small and Medium Enterprises (SME) face limited access to intermediary facilities such
as merchant bankers and are unfamiliar with capital markets, which make it
challenglng for them to go public, said SEBI Chairman Tuhin Kanta Pandey.

widq TS (SME) & e S9~ oY weay gfaemait % diffd ugd &1
T AT TSl 8 3R 3 Yolt IeIRl ¥ SuRfd 8§, o 391 forg ardifAes g1r gidiguf &1
ST €, At reded gie wid uisy A wal

“Greater SME participation in markets also diversifies financing channels, reduces risk
concentration in the banking sector and frees bank capacity for genuine working
capital and priority lending. Yet, the SME capital market is under-scaled relative to
India’s potential.”
“goIRI B TeHs 9t siftres yriierd iy 3=al # fafgeudr ardh 8, 8f6 &= & sifew
THTUA B HH Bl § AR aRAfdd BTIRE Yoit Ul MrARIEdr BT & AU 96 & &1 gad
FRdl g1 iR oft, TuHs Uelt 99TR YRA &1 &dl & aTe B fasiid g 17
Practical guidance is unclear and internal governance systems to handle SME IPOs
have not matured making the process cumbersome, he added.

Anfaxia sryy B SR waeng Smsdteht o) THTeH & frw sriafve wme yonferat
uRus T8l g2 &, R ufsean wifed €1 St 8, S8 et
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As exports wilt, home market blooms for rose

Aishwarya Kumar
Tejaswini S
BENGALURU

Valentine’s Week is round
the corner, yet all is not ro-
sy for India’s flower grow-
ers. While roses flood the
markets ahead of February
14, farmers exporting the
blooms are grappling with
soaring air freight costs
that have sharply eroded
their competitiveness in in-
ternational markets.

The global flower trade
is dominated by growers in
Kenya, Ethiopia and Co-
lombia. India was once a
consistent exporter as
well, but its position has
weakened in recent years.

“After Covid, air freight
charges have gone up by
around 200% and an 18%
on air freight has made ex-
ports even more unviable,”

Losing charm: However, exports from the State have declined this
season due to the high air freight cost and taxes.

said Srikanth Bollapally,
president, Grower Flower
Council of India and Direc-
tor of the South India Flor-
iculture Association.

Indian exports

India exported over 10 mil-
lion flower stems in the
first 10 days of the Valen-

tine season last year.

This year, exports dur-
ing the same period have
dropped to 3-4 million
stems, he added.

Karnataka, one of In-
dia’s key floriculture hubs,
reflects this trend. The
State accounts for nearly
30% of India’s rose output,

As exports wilt, home market blooms for rose

fFrafa @Reme, g aeR A e aa

. Valentlne s Week is round the corner, yet all is not rosy for India’s flower growers.

e odl® ¢, ﬁﬂmum%wm%mwgmga@ﬂfﬁ%

producing close to 10 lakh
stems a day during peak
periods. However, exports
from the State have de-
clined this season due to
the high air freight cost and
taxes, said T.M. Aravind,
President, South India
Floriculture Association.

Mr. Aravind said freight
rates vary by destination.
Shipments to West Asia
cost around 100 per kg,
while shipments to Malay-
sia and Singapore are
priced at about 110 per kg,
including GST.

For Europe, particularly
the Netherlands, freight
costs range between 180
and 3200 per kg.

Local Demand

Amid this gloom, the dom-
estic market has emerged
as a bright spot. Increased
marketing and changing

consumption patterns
have pushed domestic de-
mand this season, “for the
first time, beating exports,”
Mr. Bollapally said.

Rose prices during Va-
lentine’s Week, which ho-
vered at ¥15-20 per stem
last year, have risen to ¥25-
30 this season.

Online sales hope

Online delivery platforms
have also fuelled the de-
mand. Q-commerce ma-
jors Blinkit and Swiggy are
sourcing roses for Febru-
ary 14 delivery, contribut-
ing to higher offtake, said
Edwin Samuel, owner of
Four seasons depot.

It may be rosy at home
but remains thorny global-
ly unless freight rates and
tax burdens are eased.

(The writers are with the
Hindu businessline)

While roses flood the markets ahead of February 14, farmers exporting the blooms are
grappling with soaring air freight costs that have sharply eroded their competitiveness
in international markets.

14 BRaS T Ugd II9IRI § [ETEl &1 916 8, Al 39 Fal BT aid R a1 fb T Sedl garg
g;@m@ﬂg@% ORI SfARTPT STOIRT H I7eh1 UfcrRueieendl 1 ol § HH B

I

The global flower trade is dominated by growers in Kenya, Ethiopia and Colombia.

A o SR R ST, SR 3R FHiefaar & Saed! &1 uyd g

India was once a consistent exporter as well, but its position has weakened in recent
years.

R off H1ft v PR Frafas w1, afer gra & auf & Sue! fufa ook g3 ]

“After Covid, air freight charges have gone up by around 200% and an 18% GST on air
freight has made exports even more unviable,” said Srikanth Bollapally, president,
Grower Flower Council of India and Director of the South India Floriculture
Association.

“HIAS & 91, TATS AT UTST eP THTHT 200% § 7T § 3R §aTs A HTS TR 18%
Shterd A Fafd &1 ok ot sioqasd o= faan B, i dieamded, srege), TSR TITaR
P 3T a1 3R Fewe, I8y i3 wifie e THIREe 3 o8

Indian exports

India exported over 10 million flower stems in the first 10 days of the Valentine season
last year.

;ﬁg%ﬁ@ﬁaﬁéﬁ?@@ﬁmamﬁmﬁﬁﬁmﬁrﬁlﬂﬁmwﬁﬁéﬁﬁﬁuﬁ
|
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e This year, exports during the same period have dropped to 3-4 million stems, he
added.

=g 9, I 3rafy # Fafd gea 3-4 fafera $fEai @ T 8, 38R sl
o Karnataka, one of India’s key floriculture hubs, reflects this trend.
YR & TG FRIPeR 89 4 9 IS Pl 9 UgRi &I afdr g1
o The State accounts for nearly 30% of India’s rose output, producing close to 10 lakh
stems a day during peak periods.
g XY HR b TETd ITGT b1 ATHTT 30% (3T Iaiell 8, SR =R 3rafty # ufafe siter 10
g SfE4T Ua T 8|
o However, exports from the State have declined this season due to the high air freight
cost and taxes, said T.M. Aravind, President, South India Floriculture Association.

BTeTp, 39 Ao # Ieg I Fafd 3= gars AId HIST @RI 3R $30 & HRUT gel §, ¢1.8H.
3Rfde, e, ASY Sfedr WiRIdear THIRIUIM = &gl

e Mr. Aravind said freight rates vary by destination.
ot 3Rfde 3 a1 i ATer HUTST ¥ 7dsT & SR 7 Bt |1

¢ Shipments to West Asia cost around Z100 per kg, while shipments to Malaysia and
Singapore are priced at about €110 per kg, including GST.

gf3d elRmar o 99 S ard 71 61 AN IHT 2100 YT fParum €, Safe Aarkmr ek
RITR &1 U9 I a7 AT St HHAd SHead Afed aTHT €110 ufd feauma g1

o For Europe, particularly the Netherlands, freight costs range between ¥180 and ¥200
per kg.
TR, faRyaR Hievds, & o Ard HIsT @Td €180 | 2200 ufa foramu & & g

Local Demand

T |91

o Amid this gloom, the domestic market has emerged as a bright spot.
=g R & o, IR ST9IR U 9 U8 & & H SHI & |

¢ Increased marketing and changing consumption patterns have pushed domestic
demand this season, “for the first time, beating exports,” Mr. Bollapally said.

91 g% WIBFET 3R Feaa IYURT Ve 3 29 Ui & TRe AT Pl wgTl 8, “Uged SR, Fafd B
Ules Bled ¢, 41 Sicendcd - &gl

¢ Rose prices during Valentine’s Week, which hovered at ¥15—-20 per stem last year, have
risen to ¥25-30 this season.

ddcrsd did & SR Tard $t BiAd, of TS 99 215-20 ufd St 2, 39 o & Fgax
225-30 B 7T &

Online sales hope

3fTare fast 3 swufie

e Online delivery platforms have also fuelled the demand.
JiTare fEdftadt Wewiwi 7 off i &1 ggrar fear g1

e Q-commerce majors Blinkit and Swiggy are sourcing roses for February 14 delivery,
contributing to higher offtake, said Edwin Samuel, owner of Four seasons depot.

R-PIad U9 [RifFe iR Faht 14 wradt fTdfad & fo 1ae o 9Rfr s R €, o
3fferer I3Td Bl TeT 8, TSfa QYa3rd, Hiferes, Wik Aoy f3ut 3 Fel

e It may be rosy at home but remains thorny globally unless freight rates and tax
burdens are eased.

T TR W R 4 & 3 81, b STa I AT HTST &Y 3R B 9Ig B T8l 81, Ay
TR R 78 FUfd FRER 71 it

\ GS Paper II1: S&T,
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TOPICS COVERED | 12 February 2026

1. | Number of people suffering from cataracts as per WHO

WHO & 3R Hifaarfae ¥ difsa e &t "=

Number of people
suffering from
cataracts as per WHO

in million. More than 94
million people suffer from
cataracts, but half of them do

not have access to the surgery needed to
fix it, the World Health Organization said.
Cataracts — the clouding of the eye’s lens
that causes blurred vision and can lead to
blindness — are on the rise. arr

Number of people suffering from cataracts as per WHO

WHO & 39R Hifaarfde & difga @ &1 J@n

94
94
e in a million. More than 94 million people suffer from cataracts, but
half of them do not have access to the surgery needed to fix it, the World
Health Organization said.

forfer o1 94 faferas @ sifdes i wifaanfae @ difsa g, afea 371 @
MY B Y B B & AT 3MaH Toikt adb Ugd el o, fay Ty
TS A Fell

e Cataracts — the clouding of the eye’s lens that causes blurred vision

and can lead to blindness — are on the rise.
nifoarfae — ik & o &1 YU g1 off gereft 2fP BT SR §7dT § 3R 3feT0H a o S
b § — TG B 5|

GS Paper I11: Environment,

TOPICS COVERED | 12 February 2026

1. | As the Arctic warms, threat of invasive plants looms

WGS9 3hfesd TH g1 Y81 ], IThTHS UL BT WaxT 9¢ 38T &

g

2. | Noisy humans harm birds, affect success of breeding: study

TR HRA I8 A Uferal & JHA UgaTd &, U &t g edT gHTfaa:
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As the Arctic
warms, threat
of invasive
plants looms

Divya Gandhi

he frozen Arctic presents one of
T the most iconic stories of climate

change: we have all seen pictures
of icebergs collapsing into the ocean and
polar bears left stranded on a shrinking
patch of sea ice. The Arctic has in fact
become a site of “last-chance tourism”,
according to a paper published earlier
this month in Nature Climate Change.
Millions of visitors behold the vanishing
glaciers and collectively express their
“ecological grief” over the imminent
change in its landscape.

In its warmest parts, the Arctic is
habitat to shrubs such as bearberry, and
in the coldest parts the ground is bare but
for thick layers of non-vascular plants,

Climate change and human
activity are affecting Arctic
ecosystems which have largely
been shielded from devastating
effects of alien species so far

such as mosses and lichens, that form the
tundra ecosystem. The snowy owl, the
Arctic fox, the grizzly bear, seals,
walruses, and belugas live here.

Now, another study published in
NeoBiota has reported that thousands of
alien floral species could “invade” and
transform the Arctic ecology forever.
These plants have a chance of surviving
the warming Arctic if they manage to find
a way to get there and proliferate.

The authors, at the Norwegian
University of Science and Technology,
have already found an unexpected
number of non-native species in Svalbard,
including the common meadow rue, a
shrub native to Russia and parts of
Europe, in full bloom. In fact, they
reported 2,554 vascular plants could find

a suitable climatic niche in the new Arctic.

“Our results show that alien species
from virtually all over the world can find a
niche in the Arctic. And with all the
human activity in the Arctic now, there
are lots of opportunities to get there,”
study coauthor and university associate
professor Kristine Bakke Westergaard,
was quoted as saying in a release.

The Intergovernmental Panel on
Nature considers alien species that
displace native ones as one of the greatest
threats to species diversity on the earth.

Scientists at the Norwegian University
and from the University of Liverpool used
data from the Global Biodiversity
Information Facility to reveal six major
potential hotspots for introductions:
western Alaska, southwestern and
southeastern Greenland, northern
Iceland, Fennoscandia, and
Kanin-Pechora.

Unlike most areas of the world, Arctic
terrestrial ecosystems have largely been
shielded from the devastating effects of
alien species “due to natural barriers,
including short growing seasons, harsh
climatic conditions, and limited human
activity and disturbance,” the paper said.
But climate change and increasing human
activity are changing this, it added. An
older inventory in the Arctic documented
341 taxa, of which 188 had become
naturalised in at least one floristic
province, per the paper.

The most common routes for
naturalised species is “escape from
confinement,” which accounts for 48% of
invasive plant introductions, while
“transport-stowaway” accounts for 37%.
Seed contaminants and “transport via
vehicles” have been important routes,
each contributing 14% of introductions,
the paper said. “However, a significant
proportion (43%) of introductions
remains classified as ‘unknown’.

Last October, mosquitoes were found
in Iceland for the first time, as global
warming has made it a suitable habitat for
the insect. Antarctica is currently the last
remaining mosquito-free area.

As the Arctic warms, threat
of invasive plants looms

-G 3Thfesd TH g @I
%,agwmﬁﬁ%ﬁmmag
&l

The frozen Arctic presents one of
the most iconic stories of climate
change

ST §3HT 3Thfed JTaarg ufvacd=
@1 999 ufaffd weifal 4 4 v
A PRl @

. The frozen Arctic presents
one of the most iconic stories of
climate change: we have all seen
pictures of icebergs collapsing
into the ocean and polar bears
stranded on shrinking sea ice.

Td Rl &: g9 9ot 3 g A
a6 R B gy rga i Twi
3 8|

o The Arctic has in fact
become a site of “last-chance
tourism”, according to a paper
published earlier this month in
Nature Climate Change.
CESEE:S “ARe-aig
R & wa s9 T 8, o S 5
TG Nature Climate Change H
THIRId T MY U § &gl T 5
. Millions of visitors behold
the vanishing glaciers and

coIIect|ver express their “ecological grief”’ over the imminent change in its landscape.

| efees g Bia TARERY &1 ¢Td § SR 3u% URewd ¥ S 95ard R 9Hfed U 9
«ygfavofty L™ oad ®d B

¢ Inits warmest parts, the Arctic is habitat to shrubs such as bearberry, and in the coldest
parts the ground is bare but for thick layers of non-vascular plants such as mosses and
lichens that form the tundra ecosystem.

TP T T Rl H SMehiesd duRa ol STl &1 Sf1a &, SR Fad do fgwdl # oA
TRTAT el XGell 8, Had IR-apax el S 71 SR A1gdh &1 HIc IR gl § off g1
ifefRUfa® & §91ch 5|

e The snowy owl, Arctic fox, grizzly bear, seals, walruses, and belugas Ilve here.

gl | ST,

AT Wi, Rrstel HTel, Wher, aTeR 3R A &4 2

¢ Now, another study published in NeoBiota has reported that thousands of alien floral
species could “invade” and transform the Arctic ecology forever.
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These plants have a chance of surviving the warming Arctic if they manage to find a way to
get there and proliferate.

gﬁﬁﬁrﬁaﬁq@ﬁsﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁmaﬂwﬁﬁaﬁﬁsﬁmﬁﬁﬁaﬁwﬁwmﬁ
|

The authors at the Norwegian University of Science and Technology have already found
an unexpected number of non-native species in Svalbard, including the common meadow
rue, a shrub native to Russm and parts of Europe, in full bloom.

giafidl oife ATEY Us Tearel & Mydhdiel § Uga & wradrs | sfuar
e IR yerfaar @i ot €, 5 sia At & off e 8, o 9 3R R S 59
Tt 3 e el € SR ot v v g uram |

In fact, they reported 2,554 vascular plants could find a suitable climatic niche in the new
Arctic.

IRa H, Igi- FarT % 2,554 IRGER WY U Shed H Iugad waaryg ey o1 9ahd ¢ |
“Our results show that alien species from virtually all over the world can find a niche in the
Arctic. And with all the human activity in the Arctic now, there are lots of opportunities to get
there,” study coauthor Kristine Bakke Westergaard said.

IR TROTT e § R gfvar R o) R wenferat s s & wi u wwd §1 ok o
3fTbied | Fgdt A MfAfafrl & HRUI 981 Uga & Bs AR §,” Jg-a9d eI a1d
IS A B

The Intergovernmental Panel on Nature considers alien species that displace native
ones as one of the greatest threats to species diversity on the earth.

A9d AT TR 3 W T fafyear & o wirig yenfaat o) faifia
Wm%ﬁmﬁm@mﬁﬁwm%
Scientists at the Norwegian University and the University of Liverpool used data from the
Global Biodiversity Information Facility to reveal six major potential hotspots: western
Alaska, southwestern and southeastern Greenland, northern Iceland, Fennoscandia,
agd Kanin-Pechora.
Atdforae giaRid SR giaRid oife fravya & axte! A Wi arsaaRid

SHIATA BRI & ST BT IUTNT PP BE THE GHIIA giecwie sare: 3 sremesr,
Sfér-ufdm 3k Sfémr-gd Mads, St emgads, BARPBIIAT 3R HriA=-0aRT|

Unlike most areas of the world, Arctic terrestrial ecosystems have largely been shielded
from alien species due to natural barriers, including short growing seasons, harsh
climatic conditions, and limited human activity.

g & ifiei &3 & faudia, emdbfe® Rieity mRfRufae 43 o1 wrpfae arutsif o Sier
e &1 HIH, FoR Saarg uRfRufear ik Wiftra ara nfafafdr & eror fae=h uenfaat &
fIRIGRY qUIa! ¥ SIH! g8 do SardT T 5 |

But climate change and increasing human activity are changing this.

QA wrerarg ufkad= 3R et A nfafaft 5§ s R €

An older inventory in the Arctic documented 341 taxa, of which 188 had become naturalised
in at least one floristic province.

ThTed B U QRI! Gd! H 341 T &of [T 7Y, S8 & 188 HW | $1 T WA wid
o yipfas ¥u 3 wA1fid g 9 3

The most common route for naturalised species is “escape from confinement” (48%), while
“transport-stowaway” accounts for 37%.

UG e TeTfadl & T BT qad TR AN “dig o HIHT” (48%) €, STa(h “SiRIuIc-e 131a”
37% %!

Seed contaminants and transport via vehicles have been important routes, each
contributing 14% of introductions.

9 gu® SR arg-l & Areaw A uRage ot meagul Ani IR €, TS H1 ANTEH 14% B
However, a significant proportion (43%) remains classified as “unknown”.

BTdif, Ueh HedU! fowT (43%) “3MRTa” & =4 H arifrd &1 g |

Last October, mosquitoes were found in Iceland for the first time as global warming has
made it a suitable habitat.
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e Antarctica is currently the last mosquito-free area.

IAaH § HedR-gad Sifad &7 5|

Noisy humans harm
birds, affect success
of breeding: study

S I Crvronment

Agence France-Presse
PARIS

Noise pollution is affecting bird behaviour across
the globe, disrupting everything from courtship
songs to the ability to find food and avoid preda-
tors, an analysis showed on Wednesday.

Researchers reviewed nearly four decades of
scientific work and found that noises made by hu-
mans were interfering with the lives of birds and
having “strong negative effects” on reproduction
success.

The study, published in the journal Proceed-
ings of the Royal Society B, found clear evidence
of a “pervasive” impact of noise pollution on birds
worldwide.

“We found that noise significantly impacts
communication risk behaviours, foraging, aggres-
sion and physiology and had a strong effect on
habitat use and a negative impact on reproduc-
tion,” it said.

This is because birds rely on acoustic informa-
tion to survive.

“They use song to find mates, calls to warn of
predators, and chicks make begging calls to let
their parents know they’re hungry,” Natalie Mad-
den, who led the research while at the University
of Michigan, said in a statement.

“So if there’s loud noise in the environment,
can they still hear signals from their own
species?”

The study authors said some relatively simple
fixes could make a big difference for birds.

Madden suggested shifting from noisier cars
and machinery to electric-powered alternatives.

Buildings could also be adapted to muffle
sound, said the study’s senior author Neil Carter,
from the University of Michigan.

“GH U fb IR HUR, ST SIagR, HISH @I, STshTHedl 3R RIS

Noisy humans harm birds, affect success of
breeding: study

TR P I8 AT Ul $F THa g §,
U9 &1 Ihadi ¥ . T

. Noise pollution is affecting bird behaviour across
the globe, disrupting everything from courtship songs to
the ability to find food and avoid predators, an analysis
showed on Wednesday.

I Uguur IfYe TR R uférl & FaeR & yuifad #R @
2, Forat o 7t & A HioH Tior 3R RIGRT & §99 &t
&T I T ST 81 8T 8, YR & U fazavor o gg
feman |

. Researchers reviewed nearly four decades of
scientific work and found that noises made by humans
were interfering with the lives of birds and having
“strong negative effects” on reproduction success.

MYFHATSH = T IR GBI D AP BT B JHIET B
3R ura fob A3sal gRT 3 71U 2R U & Sftae o gxaay )
%%%' 3R Yo BT R “HIgd THRIHAS YU ST 7
I
. The study, published in the journal Proceedings
of the Royal Society B, found clear evidence of a
“pervasive” impact of noise pollution on birds
worldwide.

Proceedings of the Royal Society B UA®T H UhIRId 39
e | fayR ¥ uférdl W eaf ugwor & ‘g’ yHa &
Y GHIT el |
. “We found that noise significantly impacts
communication risk behaviours, foraging, aggression
and physiology and had a strong effect on habitat use
and a negative impact on reproduction,” it said.

ufsparai &

TG U I THTIFAT &l & 3R ST STTNT R A THIG IUT Tl IR THRIED YHTT

STl ], 59 Pel T4

e This is because birds rely on acoustic information to survive.
T gufor © wife et Shfad w87 & for wafore st R ik a7

e “They use song to find mates, calls to warn of predators, and chicks make begging
calls to let their parents know they’re hungry,” Natalie Madden, who led the research
while at the University of Michigan, said in a statement.
<3 1t @ier & o e, Rievtial @ Aarel 7 & o YR, SR Tol 3@ 9 & forg fuam
YPHR &1 ST I 8, Aed A, g ke fayfaenay & 78d g 59 oy &1 3qa

foar, 3 v 9= A el

o “So if there’s loud noise in the environment, can they still hear signals from their own

species?”
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o The study authors said some relatively simple fixes could make a big difference for

birds.

T & TGDI A FHgl b T© SUeTHd IRA JHTYT e & e 3T 3R a1 I&hd g

¢ Madden suggested shifting from noisier cars and machinery to electric-powered

alternatives.

HS7 7 3ifep TR B3 aTell BRY 3R AT 4 5o gafage-anfera fawedl &1 3k o1 &1

Jeima fea|

e Buildings could also be adapted to muffle sound, said the study’s senior author Neil

Carter, from the University of Michigan.
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1. | Beldanga violence: was it fair to invoke UAPA, SC asks NIA

dASi f&4T: FIT UAPA 1] &1 Sfad T, §iiF 31¢ 3 NIA | IaT

Beldanga violence:
was it fair to invoke
UAPA, SC asks NIA

Kris as Kajago
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday questioned the
National Investigation
Agency (NIA) as to whether
it was “fair and just” to in-
voke the draconian Unlaw-
ful Activities (Preventiomn)
(UAPA) Act in the Beldanga
violence case in West Ben-
gal without even looking at
any material or evidence,
and term it a “terrorist act”
affecting the economic se-
curity of the nation.

“Is it just and fair to ex-
ercise your powers like
that? The case diary and
other documents were not
placed before you. It is a
pre-decisional conclusion
arrived at without looking
at any material, and you
say Section 15 [terrorist
act] of the UAPA is applica-
ble?” Justice Joymalya Bag-
chi, a member of the
Bench headed by Chief Jus-
tice of India Surya Kant,
asked the Central agency’s
counsel, Additional Solici-
tor-General S.V. Raju.

Violence erupted in Bel-
danga on January 16 fol-

lowing the death of a mi-
grant  worker  from
Jharkhand. Large numbers
of people took to the
streets, blocking railway
tracks and a National High-
way for several hours. At
least 12 people were in-
jured in the clashes, and
around 30 were arrested.
“Every emotional outburst
cannot be packaged as af-
fecting economic security,”
Justice Bagchi said.

The Calcutta High Court
had, on January 20, issued
various directions on the
basis of petitions filed by
BJP leader Suvendu Adhi-
kari and others, including
leaving it open to the
Centre to conduct probe
by invoking Section 6(5) of
the NIA Act.

On January 26, the
Home Ministry directed
the NIA to take up the
probe of the case. The
West Bengal government
had moved the top court,
arguing there was no mate-
rial to attract Section 15 of
the UAPA. They submitted
that none of the scheduled
offences under the UAPA
were committed.

Beldanga violence: was it fair to
invoke UAPA, SC asks NIA

SaSi f&4T: T UAPA @] ST
SR o1, JHT HIE A NIA F IBT

e The Supreme Court on Wednesday
questioned the National Investigation Agency
(NIA) as to whether it was “fair and just” to invoke
the draconian Unlawful Activities (Prevention)
(UAPA) Act in the Beldanga violence case in
West Bengal without even looking at any
material or evidence, and term it a “terrorist act”
affecting the economic security of the nation.

T BIE A gUaR &1 AT A Tt (NIA)
uw1 fos 1 ufd dma & darsin fgar ama o
HoR IReTAT wfafaftrt @Ry sifufay

(UAPA) & forT fordt areft o e &1 33 @]
HAT I SR IR AT, TR T <= B
3T JR&m o1 gUIfad == aTa “3MTdd! H”
gl Hel UT|
e ‘Isitjust and fair to exercise your powers
like that? The case diary and other documents
were not placed before you. It is a pre-decisional
conclusion arrived at without looking at any
material, and you say Section 15 [terrorist act]
of the UAPA is applicable?” Justice Joymalya
Bagchi, a member of the Bench headed by
Chief Justice of India Surya Kant, asked the
Central agency’s counsel, Additional Solicitor-
General S.V. Raju.

R 3 ARG T KT BT TN BHRAT IR
3R IR 82 FY SR 3R 3= A 3UDH
T T @ T I8 fae fonelt et ) 3@ g
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gt Bid B sregerm arclt No & T raygfd STaaTeT IR 3 Seg Tork & aoid
Sfafaa AferRiey-sRa Ta.dY. 319 ¥ go7|

Violence erupted in Beldanga on January 16 following the death of a migrant worker from
Jharkhand. Large numbers of people took to the streets, blocking railway tracks and a
National Highway for several hours. At least 12 people were injured in the clashes, and
around 30 were arrested. “Every emotional outburst cannot be packaged as affecting
economic security,” Justice Bagchi said.

16 SFIGR) B! FRWS & TP YR HolgR Bt Hd & dTc, dasin § & vsw I3t | 91 Tem o
N HSh! IR IR 3T, 3 Ul b Yoid YAl 3R T AP ISR B 31ag B el
IS T 0 I HH 12 GRT 99T gU SR T 30 &I ARUGR fvan man| “gR Wia e d SHR &
e TqRefm o YHIfad B I T8t BT o TdbdT,” <ATaH e IRT 3 HET |

The Calcutta High Court had, on January 20, issued various directions on the basis of
petitions filed by BJP leader Suvendu Adhikari and others, including leaving it open to the
Centre to conduct probe by invoking Section 6(5) of the NIA Act.

FADT S ATATAT = 20 TG B YISTUT AT Fdg SATUBRY 3R 3= §RT SRR ATraep1ai
¥ 3MYR IR fafte Al ot farw &, Fored Fs &1 NIA Siffaw &Y &R 6(5) & dgd Sid A
D1 fached Far @1 747 UT|

On January 26, the Home Ministry directed the NIA to take up the probe of the case. The
West Bengal government had moved the top court, arguing there was no material to attract
Section 15 of the UAPA. They submitted that none of the scheduled offences under the
UAPA were committed.

26 SFIGYI 1 8 WATET 3 NIA Tl A 1 oid FHIH &1 3w fean | ufdg s e WReR =
i areTerd 1 ¥ FRd gU dd e fs UAPA @t &RT 15 AR -+ & ford His Greeh 761 81
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